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SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL  
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

MINUTES 
 

Held on Tuesday 10th May  at 7.45pm at The Main Hall Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall 
 

There were 22 people in attendance  
 
1 Introduction and Welcome and Annual Report from the Chairman of the Parish 

Council - A brief report from the Parish Council year 2021/2022 
Cllr Morgan welcomed every-one to the meeting. His report can be found as Appendix A 
 

2. Apologies 
Apologies were RECEIVED and ACCEPTED from Cllr Bennett 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2019 
These were APPROVED 
 

4. To receive reports from Parish groups 
County Councillor Rhydian Vaughan 
His report can be found as Appendix B 
 
Borough Councillor Nick Robinson 
His report can be found as Appendix C 
 
Borough Councillor Chris Tomblin 
His report can be found as Appendix D 
 
Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall - Bruce Batting Trustee 
His report can be found as Appendix E 
 
Village Green Volunteers- John Darker 
His report can be found as Appendix F 
 
Loddon Sports 
This report can be found as Appendix G 
 
Cricket Club 
This report can be found as Appendix H 
 
Allotment Association – Dan Farrow 
This reports can be found as Appendix I 
 
 

5. Accounts 
The End of year Accounts can be found as Appendix J 
 

6. Questions ahead of the meeting from Parishioners/Electorate In order to assist the 
efficient administration of the meeting we are requesting that members of the public 
email their questions in prior to the meeting to: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
There were no previously submitted questions. 
 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
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7. Questions at the meeting from Parishioners/Electorate You may have questions 
arising from earlier discussions at this meeting, if you wish to speak, please do so 
by raising your hand 
A question was raised as to why the reindeer trail costs so much money and why is it held 
in the Marque and not in the Village Hall. 
The Response was that this event is not a Parish Council run event and therefore the 
Parish Council cannot respond to this question.  
 

8. Chairman’s closure of meeting 
There being no other business the meeting closed 8.39pm 
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Appendix A 
Chairman’s Report 
 
 
 
Offered congratulations to Tony Durrant on his selection for Borough Councillor for Bramley /Sherfield 
ward. 
Also thanked Simon Mahaffey for all his support over the past and sorry to see him fail to get re-elected. 
The Parish council has purchased Four new benches for the village green and the Village green 
volunteers have installed them by the viewing platform at the pond and around the cricket pitch.  A good 
proportion of the other benches have been refurbished or repaired . 
A new toddler activity set was purchased and installed in the play area and ongoing repairs to other play 
equipment have been completed.  However, a revamp of the play area has been agreed with further new 
equipment being installed to enhance the amenities the play area offers for the children to commence in 
the near future. 
A new larger Niche wall has been added to the burial ground as the original one is now full and a new 
close boarded fence has been installed on the northern edge of the burial ground. 
Grants have been awarded to the value of £1900.00p to Victim support, Bramley School and The Village 
Green Volunteers, Home start. 
We continue to monitor planning applications that affect the parish and have had some success in 
conjunction with the Borough in rejecting a development at Redlands and we await decision on Dixon’s 
Road 
Just be aware that as of 2 May this year new speed limits have been introduced on the A33 with 40mph 
limit from 117metres south of Redlands lane to 269 metres northeast of Wildmoor Lane. Plus 30mph on 
Bottle lane from its junction with the A33 for a distance of 560metres. Details on our website. 
I would like to offer my sincere thanks to the other councillors for their hard work in supporting me and 
the clerk over the past year  
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Appendix B 
County Councillor Rhydian Vaughan 
 

Hampshire County Council 
Annual Parish Meeting Report 2022 

Calleva Division 
 

Facts and Figures Hampshire’s population is 1,389,200 (2020) the third most populous county in England 
(85% is rural and 15% urban). Hampshire CC maintains 5400 miles of roads, 4300 miles pavements, 
150,000 streetlights, 474 maintained schools for 138,000 pupils, 52 academy schools for 38,000 pupils, 
10 residential homes for children and young people, 18 Older Persons Care Homes, 24 Household Waste 
Centres and 5 Country Parks. 4.8 million books, e-books and magazines are loaned each year. The 
proportion of household waste sent to landfill has decreased since 2011/12 (from 8% to 4%). 96% of all 
Hampshire waste is either recycled, reused, composted or sent for energy recovery. The waste sent to 
energy recovery produces sufficient energy to power 50,000 homes. 
 
Budget HCC approves £2.4 billion spending on local services in 2022/2023 
Plans for the next financial year focus on the county’s ongoing work following the pandemic, support for 
vulnerable children and adults, investment in Hampshire’s roads and infrastructure to support economic 
recovery, as well as climate change mitigation. 
 
The annual council tax charge for a Band D property will be £1,390.86 – an increase of £0.78 per week, 
equating to 2.99%, of which 1% is for adults’ social care. The budget includes £556.2 million of capital 
expenditure over the next three years to boost jobs, the quality of the environment and to tackle climate 
change.  
 

The proposed capital programme includes: • £109 million in new and extended school buildings to ensure 

there is a school place for every child in Hampshire • £136 million for structural maintenance and 

improvement of roads and bridges in Hampshire over the next three years • £109 million for integrated 

transport schemes including over £50 million specifically focused on walking and cycling improvements • 
£95 million for major improvement of school and other County Council buildings and land holdings over 
the next three years following the £33 million for decarbonisation schemes covering solar PV, single to 
double glazing window replacements, transition from oil to gas and the implementation of heating controls 
that took place in 2021-2022 

 
 
Climate Change Hampshire County Council has been taking active steps to ensure Hampshire is resilient 
to the impacts of a 2% rise in average temperature and in mitigating further changes through carbon 
reduction measures. HCC’s own emissions have reduced by more than 43%, with more than a 50% 
reduction by 2025 and carbon neutrality by 2050.  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/climatechange 
 
Councillor Grants This year I have supported a wide range of local causes across the Division with grants 
amounting to £8000. These have been specifically reported in earlier bulletins.  
 
Councillor Rhydian Vaughan MBE 
Calleva Division 
Hampshire County Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/climatechange
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Appendix C 
Borough Councillor Nick Robinson 
 
He welcomed Tony Durrant as a Borough Councillor and stated that changes have occur at the Borough 
but the Conservatives still have a majority. He will stay as Development Control Chairman . The current 
housing land supply is 4.3 years not the 5 that it should be. When houses are complete the numbers get 
removed from the Housing Land Supply. 
Ministers are to review housing targets in rural areas, Sherfield on Loddon and Bramley is under attack 
from Developers which we need to fight to prevent becoming part of Basingstoke  
He  will be continuing as chair of DC 
 
He is also concerned that the Parish precept is very high and is one of the most expensive in the area. 
He has resigned as a Trustee of the Village Hall as it has become clear that they do not have the 
support of the local residents in the way in which it is run. 
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Appendix D 
Borough Councillor Chris Tomblin 
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Appendix E 
Village Hall Trustees- Bruce Batting 
 
Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen.  My name is Bruce Batting.  As well as being a parish councillor, I 
am one of the now 6 Trustees, who have the job of managing these lovely old buildings.  For those of 
you who may not be aware, the Trustees of the Village Hall act in a totally voluntary and unpaid capacity. 
I will try not to keep you too long, but an awful lot has happened in the 3 years since we last had an 
Annual Parish Meeting 
We are still going through the rather lengthy process of changing the Charity’s legal status from a 
Charitable Trust to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, which is favoured by the Charity 
Commission.  When the transfer of assets from the old charity to the new one takes place, it will, of 
course, trigger first registration of title at HM Land Registry, so we have that rigamarole to go through as 
well – probably 9 months plus.  I am pleased to say that this will make no difference to the day to day 
running of the charity. 
Anyway, enough of the legal stuff.  Along with many other organisations and businesses, we have had a 
pretty difficult time over the last couple of years and we are eternally grateful to the Government for its 
support in the form of Furlough payments for our Caretaker, Hazel, to whom we are also very grateful for 
looking after the premises and for putting up with boredom during Lockdown!  We are also very grateful 
to the Government for the restart grant, which came via BDBC. 
Unfortunately, since the Covid restrictions have been lifted, Hazel has been unable to work, but we are 
expecting her back fairly soon.  At this point I would also like to thank Maria, who lives in Cottage No 2, 
for kindly stepping in to help with the cleaning in her very limited spare time.  
Hazel’s absence has given the Trustees the opportunity to become more familiar with the day to day 
running of the premises, as we have been opening up, locking up and setting up tables, chairs and the 
stage for the various user groups, who all have different requirements.   
Sincere thanks must also go to Wendy, our Hall Manager and Bookings Secretary, who has also 
continued to stand in as our Honorary Treasurer over 3 years after she said she could no longer do the 
job! 
We have interviewed a number of people to take the job, either on an honorary or on a paid basis, but 
have yet to find anyone, so if any of you might be interested or you know of someone who might be 
interested in doing some bookkeeping, please let us know.   
Our thanks also go to Gilly Woodland, who has done excellent work with publicity and with grant 
applications and to Eleanor Burt.  I am pleased to say that Eleanor has been welcomed on board as a 
Trustee, but she is also still acting as our Minute Secretary.   
Unfortunately, Bruce Jones has found it necessary to step down as a Trustee and we thank him for his 
valuable work as a Trustee and as Honorary Secretary to the Charity. 
We are also looking for new blood to join our Management Committee, which meets monthly and which 
is involved in fund-raising activities, as well as the various aspects of management, so if you are 
interested and would like to contribute to the running of the Village Hall, please step up to the plate. 
In order to bring in sufficient income to enable us to maintain these premises and to allow local groups to 
use the facilities at considerably reduced rates, we have had to make considerable improvements to the 
Village Hall.  Having spent circa £130,000 in 2018/2019 on very necessary repairs and improvements, 
we still found that we were losing bookings because caterers would not use the old kitchen.   
To solve this problem, we bit the bullet and spent over £180,000 on an extension providing an all 
singing, all dancing kitchen, a bar extension and a new caretaker’s entrance.  I think the kitchen fittings 
alone came to £38,000, but the expenditure has made a real difference.   
If you are thinking about having your kitchen refitted, I would suggest that you steer clear of the ultra-
hygienic stainless-steel fittings and equipment which we have to have for catering purposes!   
Whilst the Charity was able to put a considerable amount towards the project, we could not have done 
this work without grant aid and we would like to sincerely thank BDBC, DEFRA, the Peter Baker 
Foundation, the Four Lanes Trust, County Councillor Rhydian Vaughan and the Loddon Valley Link for 
their valuable contributions.  Unfortunately, the grant approved by HCC had to be diverted elsewhere, 
because of Covid 19, so the Village Hall had to find an extra £30,000. 
All preliminary works had been carried out before we had even heard of Covid 19, so it was, to say the 
least, a real blow when we discovered that we were going into Lockdown, as we had already entered 
into a contract with the builders.  I’m sure you can imagine what our accounts looked like for the year 
19/20 when the grant funding did not come through until 20/21! 
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Let’s hope that we do not have another Lockdown situation, as we have been planning for some time to 
carry out a lot of external repairs and decoration, for which we have just received two rather hefty 
quotes.   
We will in due course be approaching the Parish Council for financial assistance with the maintenance of 
the Parish’s community building. 
Looking a little further into the future at Phase 2 of the work so far completed, our architect has recently 
submitted a planning application to create much-needed storage space, more meeting areas and an 
atrium entrance joining the two halls, so that both will be accessed through one main entrance, following 
minor alterations to the internal layout of the Liddell Hall.   
We had hoped that our faithful old boiler would last until the next round of major works, so that it would 
be included in grant funding, but unfortunately, we have recently had to fork out £7,600 for a new 
replacement. 
The most recent improvement we have carried out is the installation of an electric car charging point, 
which I am sure you have seen on the front of the building, and which can be used by anyone who has 
the appropriate App.  We would like to thank our 3 Borough Councillors and the Four Lanes Trust for 
their generous contributions towards the cost of the charging point. 
Finally, we are now licensed to marry couples here in the Main Hall, so if you are thinking about getting 
married and you are not going to have a Church Wedding, here is the place to exchange your vows. 
I would like to close by thanking you all for your continued support and look forward to seeing you at the 
various events being held between 2nd and 5th June to celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. 
 
 
Appendix F 
Village Green Volunteers- John Darker 
 
The effects of Lockdown and Covid restricted the activities of this group of volunteers working on 
Wednesday mornings on behalf of the Parish Council to help keep the Village Green in good order. 
 
The volunteers during this past year have: 

• Installed new benches and repaired others where practicable. 

• Repaired the bridge over Hens Ditch. 

• Dealt with storm damaged trees by cutting them up and then shredding. 

• Spread chippings on paths. 

• Repairs in the Play Area and put new nets on the Basketball Board. 

• Repaired the gate catches in the Burial Ground. 

• Installed new edging board round Jubilee Pond and spread chippings on the path. 

• Repaired the guttering on the Cricket Pavilion. 

• Maintaining and planting the flowers round the War Memorial 

• Planted replacement trees around the Green and the Memorial Tree for the late Duke of 

Edinburgh opposite the War Memorial. 

 

The Event Volunteers organised the Reindeer Trail and Pop Up Teas.  The teas are about to start again 
and expect them to be as popular as ever. 
 
During Lockdown, they delivered cake, flowers and plants to residents who could not leave their homes, 
at the volunteers’ own expense. 
 
John Darker 10 May 2022 
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Appendix G 
Loddon Sports 
 

• All in all a successful a (post-COVID 19 issues) season with good levels of membership in the 
age groups 

• We are happy with the new grass cutting contractors, a big improvement, thanks to the PC for 
sorting 

• We are having big problems with the moles/molehills, really starting to detrimentally affect the 
playing surfaces and potentially becoming unsafe 

• We have our summer in-house tournament and prizegiving on July 10th, the Green will be busy 
that day! 

 
 
Appendix H 
Cricket Club 
 
After two seasons where our national summer sport has been played under the Covid cloud with its 
many restrictions the Cricket Club are looking forward to a season a lot closer to normality. Last season 
both the Saturday and midweek teams had difficult years and were not in a position to challenge for any 
league honours but did maintain their positions in their respective leagues. 
As the new season is just starting there is great optimism for a successful season, the club have had a 
number of net sessions at the Dummer Indoor Cricket Centre and have also had a couple of practice 
sessions at the ground. The midweek team have already played two matches winning one and losing the 
other.  
The ground is looking very good and the new contractor cutting the grass appears to be a great 
improvement on the previous company. 
The club would like to thank the Parish Council for their continued support and look forward to a 
successful season where we work together to promote the village. 
 
 
Appendix I 

Sherfield Allotment Association  
Management Committee – Annual Report 

 
 
On behalf of the Management Committee, and as the new Chair, I would like to give you a brief and very 
positive report of the activities of the Allotment Assoc. over the last year.   As the Parish Council are all 
well aware due to both health and family commitments both our Site Manager and Vice Chair had to 
stand down from their roles last year and consequently with the PC’s approval we formed the Sherfield 
Allotment Management Committee to oversee the day to day running of the allotments in preference to 
appointing another site manager.   The committee comprises, the Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer and 
Secretary and started with 7 members in total.  The new arrangement has proven to work extremely well 
and in order to simplify tasks the Secretary, Mary Mason has taken on the role as the primary point of 
contact with Karen and the PC.   In addition, three plot holders have since joined the Committee now 
comprises of 9 members.   
 We currently have 52 individual plot holders, 43 in parish & 9 outside, there are 20 on the waiting 
list, 1 in parish, 19 outside.  We welcomed 7 new members last year and 2 quite recently, one of which 
was relinquished by a member who had advised us of her wish to give up her plot as soon as one of the 
raised beds became available.  One other member has similarly indicated her wish to switch to a raised 
bed when possible.  
Our aim is to encourage the Community Spirit and involvement in ensuring the smooth day to day 
running of the site.   On the 9th April we held a coffee morning to mark the start of the new season and 
the same time planted a Crab Apple Tree for the Queen’s Jubilee, financed by donations.  Unfortunately 
over the last 2 years fundraising events have not been possible and our funds have been rather 
depleted, it is hoped we will able to resume fundraising this year. 
 Following the recent storm we would like to record our thanks to the PC for their assistance in 
providing us with a small skip in order to remove much glass and debris. 



 
                             SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 

 

Appendix J 
End of Year Accounts 
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