
 

 

Freedom Of Information Request Response 

Request:   FOI21 Cutting Trees in a Conservation Area 

         FOI22 Insurance Costs for the use of a Gator and Authorised Use 

                      FOI23 Chainsaw use and Risk Assessment 

 

You asked us  

Having reviewed the requirements for cutting trees in a conservation area 
(understanding that applies to the Village Green), who amongst those involved in the 
process meet the requirements? Have risk assessments been carried out and are those 
available to view? If the PC plans to continue with the purchase of a Gator (although this 
appears to be a matter of dispute) what are the requirements/cost of insurance and who 
will be authorised to use said vehicle. Has a risk assessment been carried out? On a 
similar theme, the PC purchased a chainsaw for the Volunteers, so may I ask the same 
questions in that regard. 
 

Our response  

Having reviewed the requirements for cutting trees in a conservation area 
(understanding that applies to Village Green),  
who amongst those involved in the process meet the requirements?  

My concern is whether the tree work carried out on the village green is within the 
guidelines for such work (example BS3998 2010)  

Mine is a general question, but a specific one would be, 'Are the PC using trained, 
competent and appropriately insured arborists'? 
The Parish Council use appropriately insured and competent arborists who an ARB are 
approved contractors.  

Have risk assessments been carried out and are those available to view?  
Risk Assessments for work carried out by arboriculturists are completed by themselves.  
If the PC plans to continue with the purchase of a Gator (although this appears to be 
a matter of dispute)  

What are the requirements/cost of insurance and who will be authorised to use said 
vehicle.  
An indicative of cost for insurance was £ 1,415.51 inclusive of 12% insurance premium tax 



and arrangement fee of £65.00 for any driver over 21. Insurance is vehicle specific and 
therefore only when the Vehicle make, model and registration number is known will a 
definitive insurance quote be available.  

Has a risk assessment been carried out?  
No  

On a similar theme, the PC purchased a chainsaw for the Volunteers, so may I ask the 
same questions in that regard. 
Insurance for Volunteers using the chainsaw is within our insurance premium paid 
annually. Please see attached risk assessment. 

The Village Green Volunteers that use chainsaws have all attended an NPORS Chainsaw 
Course. 

Tools purchased remain the property of the Parish Council and are listed on the Asset 
register.  

Next steps  
You can ask us to review our response. If you want us to carry out an internal 
review, please let us know within 40 working days. 
  

If you are still dissatisfied after our internal review, you can complain to 
the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). You should make complaints to the ICO 
within six weeks of receiving the outcome of an internal review. The easiest way to lodge 
a complaint is through their website: www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

H Ford 

 

Hannah Ford 

Assistant Clerk 

 

ENC: Chainsaw Risk Assessment 
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