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PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE FOR THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

Minutes of PSCNP meeting held on 7th August 2014 
 

Present – Bruce Batting (Chairman), Alan Ball, John Darker, Bryan Jenkins, Natalie Larner, Kym 
Greener and Peter Hayes (Minutes). 
Guest presenter – Brian Whiteley (PAE) 
 
Two members of the public attended as observers. 
 
1. Declaration of interests 

 There were no declarations. 
 

2. Minutes of meeting of 24/7/14 
The Minutes were approved.  
Re item 4 – Questionnaire Summary Report – changes to the wording of how to obtain a 
full paper copy were agreed: that this ran to 65 pages and if a copy was required name, 
address and telephone number details should be included in the request envelope. 
Re locations where the full report could be accessed: the venues that remained to be 
contacted were Chineham Library and the two pubs. 
  

3. Matters arising not on the agenda 
Questionnaire Summary Report: it was proposed that a small number of copies of a large 
print version would be made available. 
For the final version it was agreed to add latest developments in the NP process - prepared  
by BJ - to the opening summary section which would now spread onto 2 sides of A4: these 
comprised the important change of direction to the NP being policy-led; the implication 
that this change would mean no site assessments; information on the use of consultants. 
All the above proposals would be considered/approved at the PC meeting on 13th August. 
 

4. Presentation by Brian Whiteley (PAE) 
BW led a Neighbourhood Plan Preparation Support Workshop, with a particular focus on 
drafting policies. He tabled a breakdown of the slide presentation and a template for 
writing a Neighbourhood Plan Policy. The Committee has since received electronic copies 
of these documents together with a list of Made Plans which provide suggested wording 
for useful policies. 
Some principal points and issues raised by BW included: 

 Planning applications will be judged against National Planning Policy; The  Local Plan 
and the Neighbourhood Plan; 

 NP Planning policies should be produced through joint working with other NP groups 
and the Planning Liaison Officer (BDBC) – evidence of this will be viewed at 
examination stage; 

 ‘Basic Conditions’ are the test for the NP, including regard to national planning policies, 
sustainable development and EU obligations (human rights) ie keep everyone who has 
an interest involved; 
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 Re SoL local issues, we may want to develop a project with the Highways Authority eg 
on traffic control and safety; 

 Housing and design issues: look at types of housing for the future for different parts of 
the parish; make use of maps eg to show where there is no room for parking; 

 Exercise 1: Looking at existing NP policies and their justifications: are policies clear and 
positively phrased? Eg ‘Planning permission will be granted provided that...’ ‘We will 
not allow development unless…’; 

 Making policies sustainable – see para. 17 of the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) for a definition of ‘sustainable’; 

 The Sol chart – House Sales by Road (2007-13) compiled by BJ could provide useful 
evidence for policy writing; 

 Exercise 2: Begin the process of drafting a policy and its justification – use the PAE 
template supplied; cross reference to what’s in NPPF and the Local Plan; 

 Documents to prepare for consultation: The Neighbourhood Development Plan; The 
Basic Conditions Statement; The Consultation Statement (audit trail for whom you’ve 
contacted and when); 

 Consulting on a policy eg housing. Keep it simple. Consider what people might support 
eg ‘We think we’d like to….’ Give options and opportunities for feedback. 

Q and A 
Q What would be the mechanics of consultation? How can we improve on a low response 
rate? A Sue Jobbins can help with this. New ideas may come forward through consultation 
and enhance the evidence base. 
BB felt that the stand out issues for SoL were green spaces, housing needs and transport. 

  
5.  Meetings with BDBC and Sue Jobbins 

It was agreed to add policy writing and statutory consultees to the agenda for the meeting 
with BDBC on 15th August. Sue Jobbins will be offered either 18th or 20th August (6.30 – 
8.30) for her session on consultation and engagement. SJ to be sent BJ’s email of 3rd 
August outlining SoL’s community engagement strategy to date. Action: PH 
The other date would be used for a Committee meeting on policy writing. 
 

6. Items for future meetings  
a) JD suggested fixing meeting dates for September. Action by JD: look for a vision 
statement. 
b) Project Plan update. Action BJ and BW: BW has a simplified gantt chart and will send to 
BJ; this will then incorporate Stella Scrivener’s comments on the existing Plan. 
c) JD queried how the Locality grant will be managed in the period up to the end of 
December by which time it needs to be spent. Action: a meeting will be arranged with BB, 
AB, KR and PH. 
e) Signing consultants’ contracts. Action: PC members at 13th August meeting. 
d) Summary Report of Questionnaire. Action: NL to contact LVL (September) about the 
distribution in the village. NL to circulate electronic copy of final version to Committee. 
 

9. Dates of future meetings 
18th and 20th August; 21st August: Forum. 


