SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AND LEISURE AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE
HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 7.30 PM ON WEDNESDAY 24 MAY 2017

In Attendance Apologies Absent

Clir Attwood (Chairman)
Clir Batting

Clir Effiong

Cllr Gaiger

Clir Johnston

Clir Neale

Cllr Rowland v

ANASANANANAN

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:
Catherine Ryle (Clerk), Fred Berntsen (Loddon Sports), Bob Weller (Sherfield Allotment Association),
Pamela Darker (Village Green volunteers) and 7 members of the public.

170540 To elect the Chairman of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities Committee
Clir Neale nominated Clir Attwood as Chairman of the Village Green and Leisure
Facilities Committee for the ensuing municipal year. This was seconded by ClIr Effiong
and AGREED.

170541 To receive any Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Rowland and were accepted.

170542 To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
No declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest were received.

170543 To approve the minutes of meeting held on 22 March 2017
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities
Committee meeting held on 22 March 2017 as a true record of the meeting. The
minutes were signed.

170544 Public participation
Standing Orders were suspended.
A resident commented on the internal auditor’s notes on allotment expenditure. Clir
Attwood said that her comments would be referred to Full Council.
Standing Orders were resumed.

170545 To receive a report from Loddon Sports (previously circulated)
The previously circulated report (Appendix A) was NOTED including the date for the
in-house tournament. Fred Berntsen gave a verbal update on his meeting with the
Hampshire Football Association regarding pitch improvements. He explained that the
club would like to look at the options for improving the present pitch and clarified
that an artificial surface was not being considered.



170546

170547

170548

170549

170550

170551

SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL

To consider and make a recommendation on the Hampshire FA pitch improvement
scheme

Hampshire FA would initially send a representative to inspect the pitch and a report
would be produced. There was a charge of £100 for this.

On a proposal by Clir Attwood, seconded by CliIr Batting, it was unanimously agreed to
RECOMMEND expenditure of £100 on the Hampshire FA pitch inspection.

Fred Berntsen and the Clerk to liaise on completion of the application.

To receive a report from Sherfield Cricket Club (previously circulated)

The previously circulated report (Appendix B) was NOTED. Prior to the meeting, Clir
Rowland had clarified the situation with regard to the shower installation. There was
no representative of the Cricket Club present at this committee meeting.

To receive a report on progress with the shower improvements
Clir Rowland had sent written comments. The Cricket Club was now getting two new
showers at the same cost as the original quote.

To discuss the removal of grass cuttings from the cricket field (JA)

Clir Attwood explained that he had spoken to a potential contractor about removal of
the grass cuttings and had also contacted Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council
(BDBC) about the collection of green waste. The Clerk advised that it had previously
been suggested that an area where grass cuttings could be placed to rot down should
be identified and asked whether ClIr Attwood had spoken to the Cricket Club. Cllr
Attwood had not. He said that the contractor had suggested combining the collection
of grass cuttings with a collection of waste from the allotments. The Clerk advised
that allotment waste would only be collected as necessary and that any arrangements
would need to be subject to the normal process of inviting quotations.

In response to a question about cuttings from the outfield, Clir Attwood said that
these would also need to go into the bags for collection.

Clir Attwood proposed that the build-up of grass from previous years should be
removed as a one-off, that the grass cuttings should be removed after the first two
cuts of the season by the Parish Council, and that the Cricket Club should be required
to remove the cuttings from the square on a fortnightly basis and to use the BDBC
household green waste collection using 20-litre bags at their expense (maximum cost
of £40 this year). This was seconded by ClIr Batting and it was unanimously agreed to
RECOMMEND this proposal to Full Council.

Clerk to write to Cricket Club asking them to remove the chicken wire (used to stop
balls going into the ditch) after each match and store it appropriately.

To receive a report from Sherfield Allotment Association (previously circulated)
Mr Weller’s report was NOTED and is attached as Appendix A. There was a brief
discussion of the need for parish councillors to be made aware of what is going on at
the allotments. The two projects put forward: planting a hazel hedge and converting
Plot 35 from a tenanted plot to a storage area would be included in a future agenda.

To receive a report from the Village Green volunteers (previously circulated) and
discuss tasks to be undertaken by the volunteers
Mrs Darker’s report was NOTED and is attached as Appendix D. A councillor
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expressed concern that trees had been planted on the Village Green without the
Parish Council’s knowledge. The Clerk advised that the Parish Council should know
planned tasks and agree them in advance — the decision needed to be made by the
elected members.

As the volunteers had planned work on centre ditch for the following day (cutting
overhanging branches and clearing scrub) it was agreed that this should go ahead.

It was agreed that the volunteers should prepare a plan to be put forward to the
Village Green and Leisure Facilities Committee in June.

The Clerk suggested that risk assessments and attendance sheets should come to the
committee on a regular basis.

To consider matters relating to the tennis courts

It was reported that some weeds were coming through the surface. The Clerk was to
contact Four Winds and request an inspection. ClIr Johnston to advise on contact
details.

The Clerk had contacted Totally Tennis to enquire whether coaching sessions were
planned for the summer and was waiting for confirmation. On a proposal by ClIr
Attwood, seconded by Clir Batting, it was agreed to RECOMMEND that Totally Tennis
could run summer coaching sessions at the tennis courts.

To consider actions to address items raised in the safety inspector’s report on
equipment in the play areas and to make recommendations

Some of the items had been on the report for several months and although not ‘high
risk’ the Clerk advised that they should be addressed. Clir Attwood had not yet been
able to speak to the inspector during one of his visits. Quotes had been received for
some of the items and would be considered under item 170554.

On 20 May there had been a report of broken glass at the play area. Clir Attwood and
a volunteer had cleared this up as far as possible and he would put up a warning sign.
Thanks were expressed to Mr Roberts. It was understood that there had been other
vandalism locally on the same evening. Clerk to report glass incident.

To consider the quotations received for work on the play areas including the BMX
track and make a recommendation

The Clerk had obtained quotations from two companies (Appendix E). The prices
were discussed.

It was decided not to pursue the quote for work on the BMX track.

It was RECOMMENDED that a volunteer, put forward by Clir Neale, should do the re-
painting using paint recommended by the play area inspector and in the same colour
scheme. Work to take place over the summer. The Parish Council would supply the
specialised paint and necessary equipment.

The Clerk had been advised that a repair to the nets would only be a short-term
solution. It was agreed that the Clerk should obtain a price for replacement nets to
be considered at a future meeting.

It was agreed to RECOMMEND acceptance of the quotation from Company 2 to
replace the swing chains at a cost of £120.00 plus VAT.

To recommend continuing the annual mole contract at a cost of £60 per month
On a proposal by Clir Attwood, seconded by Clir Batting, it was unanimously agreed to
RECOMMEND continuing the mole contract at a cost of £60.00 per month.
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To discuss a replacement scheme for benches on the village green (JA)

There were 18 wooden benches around the village green. One had recently been
rebuilt by a volunteer. Clir Attwood suggested that there should be a programme to
replace two benches every year, possibly with benches made out of re-cycled plastic.
This was discussed and there were some reservations about using the suggested
materials. The Clerk would send councillors a summary of the feedback she had
received from other parishes where this type of bench was used and include details of
locations where councillors could see similar benches.

To consider the relocation of the memorial seat installation of a plaque for Simon
Dodd and make a recommendation (VR)

Clir Attwood proposed recommending that the memorial seat should be moved by
volunteers from its location to cover the beech tree stump adjacent to the War
Memorial. The proposal was seconded by Clir Effiong and passed with 5 in favour and
1 against.

Clir Attwood proposed that a memorial plaque to Simon Dodd should be purchased at
a cost of £55 and installed on the memorial seat. This recommendation was
seconded by CllIr Batting and agreed.

Clir Attwood proposed that a memorial plaque to John Dodd should be purchased for
£55 and installed on the memorial seat. This recommendation was seconded by ClIr
Batting and agreed.

It was noted that fixings for the bench might be required.

The Clerk would speak to Cllr Rowland about these recommendations and the
wording for the plaques.

To discuss traveller defences and ditches (JA)

Improvements to traveller defences and ditches had been discussed at a meeting in
February 2017. A specification for work on ditches had been drawn up following the
meeting and quotations for the work were sought. One quotation (Appendix F) had
been received and another company did not wish to be considered for the work.

On a proposal by Clir Attwood, seconded by Clir Batting, it was unanimously agreed to
RECOMMEND acceptance of the quotation from Dave Miller Plant for ditch works
including the ditch at Bramley Road at a cost of £1860.00 plus VAT.

At 9 pm an extension to the meeting was agreed in order to discuss the remaining
agenda items.

To discuss first aid training for various group activities (JA)

Clir Attwood had enquired about first aid training provided by CITP at a cost of £75
per person for a one day course. Clir Attwood reported that the Litter Warden was
not keen to undertake this training, but he had identified two other volunteers and
proposed that they should be trained. The Clerk advised that other providers should
be looked at for comparisons. She also asked whether there were any additional
associated costs such as first aid kits. There was a discussion of the proposal but no
clear recommendation.
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To consider making a provision of £500 for expenses for volunteers (for items such
as Disc attachment and strimming line replacements, chains for chainsaws,
petrol/oil for chainsaws, wheelbarrow and ancillary expenses ) in the current
financial year and further expenses to be agreed as required (BN)

This proposal was discussed. It was clarified that such expenses could be considered
under the ‘Repairs and Maintenance’ budget.

On a proposal by Clir Neale, seconded by Clir Attwood, it was agreed to RECOMMEND
that the parish council could reimburse volunteers for reasonable expenses for
consumable items used in connection with agreed tasks undertaken on the village
green. All claims would require an expenses claim form to be submitted to Full
Council together with relevant receipts.

To discuss dogs on the village green (JA)

Clir Attwood reported that a dog had attached an unnamed person who required
hospital treatment as a result. It was unclear whether the incident had been reported
to the police who had powers to act in such circumstances. CllIr Batting read out
relevant sections of the Scheme of Regulation for the Village Green which states that
dogs must ‘be under proper control and be effectually restrained from causing
annoyance to any person’. There was a discussion focussing on how to change
people’s behaviour.

Clir Neale proposed that the parish council consider installing signs explaining that
stricter controls (muzzling of dogs, keeping dogs on a lead) would be introduced if
there were further instances of dogs being out of control and that behaviour would
be monitored over a defined period. This was seconded by ClIr Batting and it was
agreed to RECOMMEND this proposal to Full Council.

Clerk to draft a contribution for the Loddon Valley Link.

To receive an update on the provision of a key cabinet for the barrier keys

Clir Gaiger proposed that a key cabinet should be purchased for £25 and that this
would be bolted or welded in a suitable position. Clir Gaiger and the Clerk to liaise on
the purchase.

Clerk to liaise on purchase of a lock for the parish council football pavilion.

To receive the Tree Survey report

It was NOTED that the tree survey report commissioned by the parish council had
been received from Foremost Treesurgeons. This would be discussed at a future
meeting.

To confirm the date of the next meeting as Tuesday 27 June 2017
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 27 June 2017.

The meeting closed at 9.25 pm.
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APPENDIX A
REPORT FROM LODDON SPORTS FOR May 2017 - Fred Berntsen

| have a meeting with the Hampshire F.A. on Wednesday 17th regarding the pitch
renovation. | have had forms to look at and will take these along with me.

Loddon Sports are holding their Annual 'In House' football tournament on Sunday June 25th
on the Village Green, | will be away on holiday during that period, but our people will be
made well aware of the 'do's & ' do not's' relating to the usage.

Mole activity is with us again, the mole hills are right in front of our Club House, the 'Mole
Man'is aware in fact he reported it to me as they appeared overnight on Friday last.
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APPENDIX B

Sherfield on Loddon Cricket Club - Report

Our new season is underway though no games have been played at Sherfield (as of 17.05.17).

Works have finally begun on the installation of the new shower. It was disappointing to hear
that your contractor has removed the wrong shower, the only shower that actually worked,
which will leave us with no shower at all for our first home game on Saturday 20.05.17.

Though on a brighter note, we understand they have conceded their error and are going to
install a new shower in the left hand dressing room at no cost to yourselves, along with the
agreed shower unit that they are installing in the right hand dressing room. This will all
benefit us in the long run though not if you are in the Four Horseshoes on Saturday evening.

We are in the process of contacting your preferred contractor for the painting works (LK
Deco) though have had no response thus far. We will arrange these works to be carried out
once the shower works have been completed.

We believe that agreement has been reached with regard to the grass cuttings issue and
should move forward smoothly from here.

All invoices received from the Parish Council and their sub contactors have been paid so we
are fully up to date.

More reports to follow as required.
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APPENDIX C

Sherfield Allotment Association Report to the Village Green & Leisure Faculties Committee
24" May 2017

Project 39 our easier gardening plot is now up and running with all the beds let. This has
enabled 10 residents to enjoy allotment gardening which they otherwise would not have
been able to.

Future plans

We would like to plant hazel trees along the fence line of the Bow gardens entrance this
would make a natural barrier but also allow the allotments to coppice these trees from time
to time to provide pea & bean sticks for use on the allotments. I have spoken to John
Darker the tree warden who would be able in the autumn to get some free hazel trees from
the woodland trust. This was mentioned at the last allotment working party meeting.

Plot 35 has been vacated and the Association would like this plot to be made available as
our community area to house a secure shed for our community lawn mower which was
kindly donated by Mr & Mrs Brewer. The Notice board donated by Sherfield Park Parish
Council and a future Compostable toilet. We would also use this area for Allotment
Community BBQ etc. This was discussed at the last allotment working party meeting
attended by Clir Rowland, Clir Attwood, the Clerk and myself.

At present all of the allotment plots are let with no one on the waiting list. However plot 41b
will become vacant from the 31% of May.

Some allotment tenants may have not yet been invoiced for their allotment plot either the
yearly rent or deposit or may not have received their invoices. Can the clerk confirm that all
outstanding rent and deposits have been invoiced and are their any outstanding amounts.

The allotments welcome a new plot holder Matt Bartlett who has taken on plot 23.

Bob Weller
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APPENDIX D

Report by VGVs to VG & LF Committee 26 May 2017

Volunteers have been busy on most Wednesday mornings and the 1% Saturday of the
month. There have been up to 32 volunteers at different times since the beginning of the
year.

They have planted the hedge along Goddards Lane which was a superb achievement. This
has now been mulched using chippings from the surplus wood by courtesy of BDBC.

After the strong wind at the beginning of March, the cherry tree by the concrete path which
had been blown over in the storm was removed and burnt.

The fallen bough from the now felled chestnut tree was moved away from the pavement on a
Sunday morning. The bench next to the cricket pavilion has been repaired as has the litter
bin which is now relocated to the Jubilee pond area. The BMX track has been strimmed.

The area behind the Jubilee Pond has had more broken and rotting goat willows cut back, as
well as a few branches overhanging the steps and paths. Unless more tree limbs break or
come down, there will be no more clearing this season apart from weeds. Grass is already
coming through and seed will be spread after a wet spell of weather. The whole area
attracts many compliments and is being very well used by visitors and residents to walk in
and sit on the benches. There are many species of wild flowers emerging; primroses, violas,
ragged robin, red campions, marsh marigold, flag irises, blue and white bells, many of which
have not been seen for many years. 2 Rowan and 6 birch tree saplings (all donated) have
been planted on the north of the ditch behind the ponds which will enhance the area greatly.

The piles of brushwood from previous clearances have been chipped by BDBC, assisted by
the volunteers. The chippings have been distributed on the Allotments, mulch for the new
hedge, on the path behind the Cricket Pavilion and in front of Summerfield. The chippings
from the felled chestnut tree were spread on the path round the Jubilee Pond, again by the
volunteers having cleared it of weeds by hand.

John and Pamela Darker (Golden and Jubilee Ponds) and Anna Scott (Horse Pond) have all
registered their Ponds with The Conservation Volunteers, sent in their initial surveys with
photographs for the website. They have been accepted on at least one of the courses;
Amphibians, Adult Pond Dipping and Pond Management. They are taking place over the
next 3 months and are all free of charge. At least 9 frogs were observed (and
photographed) spawning on the Golden Pond at the beginning of March. Tadpoles have
been observed despite the grazing ducks. There is at least one nest at the edge of the
pond.

Future plans are to start clearing the cricket pitch side of the Centre Ditch which needs a lot
of work. A new bonfire site has been made next to the centre ditch and the old one will be
seeded with grass.

Pamela Darker

19 May 2017
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APPENDIX E

Company 1 - Quote for play area repairs

BMX - Ground Erosion -

The plan would be to scrape over the whole of the surface, remove sleepers and create new riding
track

The cost would include all machinery, stone and dust

Cost £15,225.00 + Vat

Play Area Works:

Toddler Multiplay Unit

To rub down rusted and sharp edges and repaint
Rectify wire core issue

Junior Multiplay Unit
Check and rectify screws on net

Swings = Mixed Seats
Replace 2 x pairs chains for the flat seats £166.00

Ball Park
Rectify sharp wire, Bottom net, Materials £45.00

Total Materials £211.00
Total Labour £595.00
Project Total £806.00 + Vat

Painting:
To Clean, prepare and paint the 2 x multiplay units and swings would be £5387.00 + Vat which
includes using specialist play equipment paint.

Company 2 — Quotes for Play Area

Painting:

Prepare, undercoat and gloss paint (using lead free fast air dry paint)

Junior multi-play unit, toddler multi-play unit, double swing bay unit and all swing barriers -
£2889.00

Play items:

To supply and install a set of swing chains (2) would be £120.00. Plus VAT.

To rub down and paint the bars etc on the multi-unit, would be. £220.00 Plus VAT
To repair the bottom bars on the goal would be. £85.00 Plus VAT
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APPENDIX F

Contract, Ditching.
Site, Village Green, various locations.

To,
1.

No oo

Excavate 10mtr ditch and level spoils on Goddards Lane opposite tennis

courts

Excavate ditch and level spoils on right hand side of plantation road.

Clear out and level spoils of existing ditch on plantation road.

Excavate new ditch and level spoils on south side of plantation road.

Excavate new ditch and level spoils behind dragons teeth in front of Court Farm.
Excavate ditch and level spoils on corner opposite Chestnut Lodge.

Excavate ditch and remove spoils from site to the front of Thatch Cottage,
Bramley Road.

To supply all plant and labour to carry out the above works we would require the sum of
£1,860.00 + vat (one thousand eight hundred and sixty pounds).



