Request 13 Solicitors Fees Response

Good afternoon,
Further to your recent request for information:

In May 2023, the Parish Council received a pre-protocol action letter regarding the
erection of the Cricket Pavilion Storage unit. This resulted in legal advice being

sought and subsequently an application to DEFRA for retrospective permission to erect
the storage unit being submitted. The costs incurred are for the legal opinion and the
subsequent work on dealing with the application.

The cost of this is being covered by our insurance company, although the Parish Council
has to pay the VAT proportion as that is not covered by the policy. As VAT is recoverable
by the Parish Council this will be included in the Parish Council's next VAT claim.

Legal matters of this nature are not discussed in the public domain until resolved, as to
do so is likely to prejudice any legal case, and because, as in this case, there may also be
data protection implications. However, as noted above, the Parish Council will not in fact
incur any costs once the VAT is recovered.



