
Sherfield on Loddon Village Green Volunteers Risk Assessment Form – Chainsaw Use 
 
Activity or operation: Chainsaw Use     
 The correct Site Specific Risk Assessment must be 

read in conjunction with this form. 
Typical groups at risk:  Volunteers; members of the public. 
Hazards Risk Risk control measures 

Chainsaw 
 

Injury through bad 
practice 
 

No Lone Working 
Ensure operatives have approved training and 
appropriate Certificates are on training file. 
Chainsaws must be used in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions 
Ensure machinery is in good condition before use 
Safe working distances to be observed 
Appropriate PPE to be worn by operator and 
staff/volunteers working within immediate vicinity 
Regular breaks to be taken to prevent prolonged 
exposure to possible vibration 
 

Fuel 
 

Fire, explosion Fuel stored in correct containers away from sources 
of ignition and at least 5m from work area. Sealed 
when not in use, Refuel away from sources of 
ignition 
Start saws away from refuelling site 
 

Work Site 
 

Injury to operatives 
and members of 
public 
 

Undertake a thorough site check prior to 
commencing work, identify hazard and mitigate as 
appropriate e.g. clear bramble from tree stumps. 
Secure work site 
Use warning signs 
Maintain safe working practices 
 

Public Access 
 

Footpaths/Permissive 
footpaths 
 

Use warning signs / close footpath 
Chainsaw operative and assistant to agree safe 
working procedure for felling operation e.g. use of 
banksman. 
 

Timber and brash on 
ground 
 

Slips, trips, falls 
Back injury 
 

Verbal warning 
Ensure proper manual handling 
Keep walkways clear 
 

Cut stumps 
 

Tripping injury or 
falling onto a sharp 
stump 
 

Ensure stumps are cut as low as possible and level 
with the ground. 
 

Clearance of 
dangerous/damaged trees 

Injury to property and 
people 
 

Maintain good working practice as per FISA 
guidelines 
Operatives to have appropriate training 
Use of appropriate aids 
 

Heavy or cumbersome 
items 

Back, neck, limb injury 
 

Verbal warning. Manual handling procedures 



 

Inexperienced and young 
volunteers 
 
 

Injury to themselves 
or others 
 

Give health and safety talk immediately before task 
Take regular communal breaks. Adequate 
supervision to be apportioned throughout task. 
Volunteers under the age of 16 must not be in the 
same work area as the chainsaw. 
 

Fatigue and dehydration 
 

Dehydration, illness, 
injury 

Take regular breaks and carry adequate 
refreshment. 
Work within your personal capabilities 

Is lone working expected? No Are any special groups at risk? No 

Is heavy or repetitive manual 
handling involved? Yes 

First aid box on site. 

PPE needed Safety boots    Safety Wellingtons    Goggles     Leather gloves   
  PVC/rubber gloves   Hard hat     Ear defenders    Dust mask    
  Other (please specify) Chainsaw PPE (trousers, boots & gloves) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


