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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AND LEISURE FACILITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN 
THE LIDDELL HALL AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 24 OCTOBER 2017 

 
 

 In Attendance Apologies Absent 

Cllr Attwood (Chairman)     

Cllr Batting     

Cllr Darker     

Cllr Effiong     

Cllr Gaiger     

Cllr Johnston     

Cllr Neale     

Cllr Rowland     

 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk), Pamela Darker (Village Green volunteers), Fred Berntsen (Loddon Sports) and 
4 members of the public. 
 
 
171039 To receive Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Johnston and were accepted.  Cllr Attwood 
reported that Cllr Neale was absent on business. 
Mr Bob Weller and the Cricket Club representatives had sent apologies. 
 

171040 To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest 
No declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest were received. 
 

171041 To approve the minutes of meeting held on 25 July 2017 
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities 
Committee meeting held on 25 July 2017 as a true record of the meeting.  The 
minutes were signed. 
 

171042 Public participation 
Standing Orders were suspended.  No members of the public wished to raise matters. 
The Chairman, Cllr Attwood, reported that a keep-fit group was using the play area 
on Tuesday mornings and allowed a number of dogs to run around freely.  He also 
reported dog fouling of the area.  It was not known who organises this group.  Cllr 
Rowland would highlight this issue on the Parish Council Facebook page. 
Standing Orders were resumed. 
 

171043 To receive a report from Loddon Sports 
Fred Berntsen had met with Hampshire Football Association on Tuesday but the 
person responsible for arranging an inspection of the pitches was not available.  The 
Clerk would chase for a date for the inspection. 
 

171044 To receive a report from Sherfield Cricket Club 
The Clerk read out the brief report saying that the Club had spent an evening closing 
down the pavilion for the winter and that the final grass-cutting had been carried out 
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by the Bulpitts and had been paid for.  The Clerk reminded councillors that the Parish 
Council would pay for two further cuts in October.  Cllr Attwood noted that the 
hanging baskets were still outside the pavilion.  He said that the green bags of waste 
had been moved to the shed.  Cllr Rowland would follow this up with Steve Dummer. 
 

171045 To receive a report from Sherfield Allotment Association 
There was no report. 
 

171046 To receive a report from the Village Green volunteers (previously circulated) and 
consider the suggested tasks for October and November 
The report (Appendix A) was NOTED.  Mrs Pamela Darker said that an article had 
been submitted to the Loddon Valley Link which included an invitation to participate 
in the working party on 4 November and in the HIWWT (Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Wildlife Trust) session on 28 November 2017. 
Councillors were happy with the tasks notified for October and November. 
 

171047 To consider proposals of the Village Green volunteers: 
 

171047.01 To use glyphosate to treat willow stumps (September report) 
There was a discussion of the chemical to be used and the care needed in the use of 
stronger versions near ponds.  It was AGREED to recommend that over-the-counter 
glyphosate could be used for treating the willow stumps as described in the 
September report when growth re-started. 
 

171047.02 To plant a rowan sapling as identified in the volunteer’s report (September report) 
Cllr Attwood proposed that he would donate a 10-foot rowan tree to be planted in 
the gap where the bridge crosses centre ditch.  This was AGREED. 
 

171047.03 To consider the repair of the footbridge railings (note that this repair has been 
commissioned by the Parish Council) 
Repair of the footbridge had been agreed at Full Council on 10 October 2017 and the 
Clerk had contacted Mike Cuckow to carry out the work.  It was hoped that the repair 
would be done later in the week. 
 

171047.04 To consider clearance of the vegetation at the SEB substation in Northfield Road 
and make a recommendation 
The Clerk had contacted Southern Electric who had confirmed that they were not 
responsible for vegetation outside the fence.  Cllr Attwood had looked at the site 
today and reported that the laurels were all outside the boundary and had grown 
very tall with about 2 metres overhanging towards the road.  It was thought that the 
land still belonged to the developer.  Options were discussed.  
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, it was RECOMMENDED that the Clerk should contact 
contractors to price cutting back the laurels from the road and that Cllr Attwood 
would arrange site meetings with those who wished to quote.  This was AGREED.  It 
was also agreed that Cllr Rowland would ask the Borough Council to check ownership 
of this piece of land. 
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171047.05 To consider and make a recommendation on trees to be planted along the concrete 

path 
The HIWWT had suggested that oak saplings to be removed by the working party on 
28 November could be re-planted alongside this path.  The impact of planting such 
trees was discussed. 
On a proposal by Cllr Darker, seconded by Cllr Gaiger, it was RECOMMENDED that 3 
oak saplings should be planted set back from the concrete path.  This was AGREED. 
Cllr Darker said that further saplings would be available if anyone was interested.  
Further sites for these trees were discussed. 
 

171047.06 To consider and make a recommendation on the suggestions put forward as tasks 
to be addressed under the Lengthsman Scheme 
Cllr Rowland suggested that the ditches at Church End/Wildmoor Lane could be 
included.  The Clerk provided a list of ideas councillors had put forward and this was 
read out by Cllr Attwood. 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Darker, it was agreed to 
RECOMMEND that the lengthsman’s tasks should be targeted at Church 
End/Wildmoor Lane. 
 

171047.07 To consider and make a recommendation on planting spring bulbs at the village 
entrance and other specified locations 
Cllr Attwood had received a donation of spring bulbs from Mole Valley stores.  It was 
AGREED that these should be planted at entrances to the village. 
 

171048 To receive copies of the risk assessments for volunteers working on the Village 
Green 
Receipt of copies of the risk assessments which had previously been circulated was 
NOTED. 
 

171049 To receive an update on the planned training in rodent control, including details of 
costs of equipment required 
Cllr Attwood advised that the training dates for 2018 were not yet available, but he 
anticipated that there would be sessions at Newbury and Guildford.  He said that 
there would be minimal costs for equipment (protective gloves, overalls and 
overshoes) and traps (about 6 required to be used alternately at the allotments and 
ponds) but this would be clearer once the recommendations of the training company 
were known. 
 

171050 To consider the quotations received to carry out work to the Bramley Road 
chestnut trees and make a recommendation 
There was a discussion of the type of trees to be replanted as some suggested that 
Indian horse chestnuts might be equally susceptible to disease in the long-term and 
when planted in close proximity.  Consultation with members of the public was 
underway through Facebook and the Loddon Valley Link.  It was decided that a 
decision on re-planting should be made after conclusion of the consultation.  
However, the other works including felling and crown-lifting should be carried out.  
One company had not itemised its quotation. 
There was a discussion of the quotes available with some councillors dissatisfied at 
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considering ‘blind’ quotes. 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Darker, it was AGREED that the Clerk 
should identify the companies and their quotations and that these would be 
discussed at Full Council in November. 
There was a discussion of alternative types of trees and how feedback would be 
interpreted. 
 

171051 To consider any future projects for consideration in the budget for 2018/19 
Councillors had put forward suggestions and the Clerk provided the Chairman with a 
list of the projects from the Neighbourhood Plan. 
The main project concerned the future of the old football pavilion.  It was agreed that 
further information was required. 
On a proposal by Cllr Darker, seconded by Cllr Rowland, it was RECOMMENDED that 
a professional survey (but not a full structural survey) should be carried out.  This was 
agreed. 
 

171052 To consider the purchase of additional litter bins for locations near the ponds (VR) 
Cllr Rowland had been in conversation with officers at Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council (BDBC) who had agreed to supply two litter bins free of charge.  The 
Clerk would confirm that these should be ‘stand alone’ bins and should be delivered 
to Cllr Attwood’s address. 
 

171053 To consider a report that there is a surveillance camera overlooking the parking 
area at the rear of The Garage and to recommend appropriate action 
Councillors discussed the presence of a surveillance camera.  It was AGREED that the 
Clerk should write to the proprietor of The Garage asking him to put up a sign alerting 
people to the fact that a camera was in operation. 
 

171054 To confirm the date of the next meeting as Tuesday 28 November 2017 
The date of the next meeting was discussed.  Cllr Attwood did not think a November 
meeting would be required.  Cllr Rowland proposed that there should be no meeting 
in November and that the next meeting would be on 23 January 2018.  This was 
AGREED. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm. 
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APPENDIX A 
Reports from the meeting of the VGVs.  3 October 2017 

Work carried out in September and October: 

 Playground equipment painted. 

 Car park tidied up. 

 Strimming the BMX track, the dragon’s teeth by Plantation Road, the ditch behind the 

Cricket Pavilion, along fence between the car park and football field, the Race and the corner 

of Middle Green between Goddards Lane and the Old Reading Road. 

 Work started on the trees in the Notice of Intent. 

 Maintenance of trees along the concrete path. 

 Spring bulbs and chippings for the War Memorial and new seat.  Thanks to Wyevale, and 

John and Vanessa Attwood. 

 Daffodil/narcissi bulbs donated by Mole Country Stores. 

 The Memorial seat has been moved. 

 The footpath down Wildmoor cleared at the request of Cllr Effiong. 

 The September Saturday meeting of volunteers successfully cut back the hedge behind the 

VH.  There were 9 volunteers.   

 The October Saturday meeting successfully cut back the harvest hedge alongside the cricket 

field.  There were 5 volunteers. 

 Black plastic sheeting has been laid over Golden Pond to suppress the pygmy weed 
 
October/November plans: 
 

 Carrying on cutting back overgrown hedges, brambles, long grass impacting on paths. 

 The N.O.I. will continue with raising the crowns and maintenance work on the trees round 

the cricket field and Middle Green. 

 Assist HIWWT on 28 November. 

 Repair the railings on the bridge behind the village hall. 

 The next Saturday volunteer session on 4th November will prune the harvest hedge behind 

the Playground. 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE VGLF/PC 

 

1 Railings on bridge behind the Village Hall to be repaired (by a volunteer). 

2 The overgrowth in the SEB substation Northfield Road should be cleared by SEB.  (Ask the 

Clerk to contact). 

3 Suggestions for trees along the concrete path: Oaks (saplings from the work on 28th 

November), Alder, White Poplar.   

4 No action on pygmy weed on the ground between 2 ponds.  Monitor growth of water 

purslane. 

5 Suggestions for the Lengthsman Scheme for work currently being done by the VGVs: 

Strimming dragon’s teeth, fences bordering the Green, the Race by Jubilee Pond.  Repairs of 

seats/benches. 
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6 Planting of Spring bulbs (narcissi/daffodils) in front of the railings at the entrance to the 

village and any surplus in a similarly conspicuous position elsewhere in the village. 

 

Pamela Darker 

16 October 2017 

 


