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Dear Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 
 

We thank you for your response the Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall Charity’s information request, 
sent on 08/09/2025, a copy of which is attached. 
 
We are dissatisfied with the handling of the request as we disagree that the exemption applies for 
the following reasons: 
 
You have written that you sought and received legal advice from two legal advisors and HMRC. You 
have confirmed within your response that the legal advisors were The Parkinsons Partnership and 
PSTAX.  
 
We disagree that the advice sought and received would constitute legal advice and therefore would 
not be covered by the legal professional privilege.  
 
The purported legal advisors are both Accountancy firms with specialisations in tax and VAT, we fail 
see how they could be in a position to offer legal advice given these facts. Additionally, as neither 
firm report to have any lawyers on staff, the only advice that could be sought from either of these 
firms would be financial in nature only. HMRC does not provide legal advice. 
 
The Information Commissioner provides guidance relating to the quoted exemption, it defines 
Advice Privilege as being ‘confidential communications between the client and lawyer, made for the 
dominant (main) purpose of seeking or giving legal advice’. As we understand from the facts we 
hold, no lawyers were consulted on this matter and the main purpose of the communications with 
the above three bodies was to ascertain whether the VAT was payable on the project, this is 
financial question, not a legal one. We would also draw your attention to a later section of 
Information Commissioner’s guidance where it states, ‘Advice from a lawyer about financial 
matters or on an operational or strategic issue is unlikely to be privileged.’ 
 
We would further raise, that should you within your review maintain that the requested 
information remains protected by the privilege, you have implicitly waived this privilege by sharing 
the advice that forms the basis of your decision and the content of this advice with the world at  
 
 
 






