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Request:   FOI24 Council tax Increase 
 
You asked us to review our response and requested the following: 
Regarding the Council Tax demand for the financial year 2026/27, I note that 
the Sherfield-on-Loddon Precept has increased by 15% (rising from £101.27 to 
£116.46 for a Band C property). 
Please provide the following information: 

1. Itemized Budget: A full itemized breakdown of the Parish Council's 
approved budget for the 2026/27 financial year. 

2. Meeting Minutes: A copy of the minutes from the meeting(s) where this 
15% precept increase was proposed, debated, and approved. 

3. Justification of Increase: Any reports, briefing notes, or financial impact 
assessments that justify the necessity of a 15% increase compared to the 
previous financial year. 

4. Specific Projects: Details of any specific new capital projects or services 
that this additional funding is earmarked for. 

5. Efficiency Measures: Documentation regarding any alternative budget 
scenarios or cost-saving measures that were considered before deciding 
on a 15% increase. 

If you have this information available on your website, please provide the direct 
links to the specific documents. If any part of this request is unclear, I would be 
grateful if you could contact me to provide advice and assistance. 
I look forward to receiving your response within the statutory 20 working days 
 
Your request is exempt under section 21 Information accessible to the applicant 
by other means details of which I have attached. However as a gesture of good will 
the individual documents have been included.  
 
Our response  

• Itemized Budget: Rather than a general reference to the November 
minutes, please provide the specific final budget spreadsheet or 
document that was approved. Minutes often summarize discussions but do 
not always contain the granular line-by-line expenditure. 
I have attached a copy of the approved Budget which was the same as 
included as Appendix D in the January minutes.  

• Justification & Impact Assessments: You mentioned these were 
discussed in several meetings. Were any formal written reports or briefing 
notes produced by the Finance Committee or Clerk to support the 15% 
increase recommendation? If so, please provide these as distinct 
documents. 
The formal report issued by the Clerk can be found in the Budget 
meeting minutes held in November on pages 8,9,10. Please note there is 
no Finance Committee.  
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• Specific Projects: I am seeking a definitive list of the "Specific Projects" the 
15% increase is earmarked for. If this list exists as a standalone summary, 
please provide it to ensure there is no ambiguity. 
The 15% is accounted for is an overall budget spend not just for specific 
projects, however, the list of projects can be found on page 1 of the 
November Budget meeting minutes.  

  
Next steps  
You can ask us to review our response. If you want us to carry out an internal 
review, please let us know within 40 working days. 
  
If you are still dissatisfied after our internal review, you can complain to 
the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). You should make complaints to the 
ICO within six weeks of receiving the outcome of an internal review. The easiest 
way to lodge a complaint is through their website: www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
H Ford 

 

Hannah Ford 
Assistant Clerk 
 
 
ENC:  Exemption 21 
          November 2025 Budget Meeting Minutes 
          Approved Budget 
 

https://ico.org.uk/
http://www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints

