
                        SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL   
 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING AND AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN THE LIDDELL HALL 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

 In Attendance Apologies Absent 

Cllr Attwood     

Cllr Batting     

Cllr Effiong     

Cllr Gaiger     

Cllr Johnston     

Cllr Neale     

Cllr Rowland (Chairman)     

 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk), Borough Cllr Nick Robinson and 7 members of the public.   
 
170512 Election of chairman for the ensuing municipal year   

The meeting was opened by Cllr Rowland.  There was only one nomination for the chairmanship 
for the new municipal year. 
Cllr Rowland was nominated by Cllr Attwood and seconded by Cllr Effiong.  Cllr Rowland was 
appointed as chairman of Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council for the ensuing municipal year with 
all councillors voting in favour. 
 

170513 To receive  the signed  declaration of acceptance of office form from  the Chairman 
Cllr Rowland signed her declaration of acceptance of office as Chairman. 
 

170514 Election of vice-chairman for the ensuing municipal year   
On a proposal by Cllr Attwood, seconded by Cllr Effiong, Cllr Neale was elected as Vice Chairman 
for the ensuing municipal year. 
 

170515 To confirm the re-structure of the parish council and agree the dates of meetings 
The re-structure of the parish council to incorporate the Burial Ground, the Planning and the 
Finance and General Purposes committees into the Full Council was confirmed.  The Village Green 
and Leisure Facilities committee will continue as a separate committee of the council.  The 
Neighbourhood Plan working party and the Burial Ground working party will report to Full Council. 
 
A schedule of meeting dates had been circulated (Appendix A).  The meetings for the year will take 
place on Tuesday nights starting at 7.30 pm.  Full Council will normally meet on the second 
Tuesday of each month.  The schedule was agreed and It was confirmed that there were no 
planned public meetings in August.  The November meeting of Full Council will be on the first 
Tuesday. 
 

170516 To appoint members to the following committee and to agree frequency of meetings  

 Village Green and Leisure Facilities Committee 
 

It was agreed that the following councillors would be members of the Village Green and Leisure 
Facilities Committee: 

Cllr Attwood 
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Cllr Batting 
Cllr Effiong 
Cllr Gaiger 
Cllr Johnston 
Cllr Neale 
Cllr Rowland 

The chairman and vice-chairman are ex-officio members of this committee. 
 
It was agreed that the committee would meet every month on the fourth Tuesday according to the 
schedule unless there was no requirement to meet.  There were no meetings scheduled for August 
or December. 

 
170517 To agree appointments to outside bodies 

 Basingstoke District Association of Parish and Town  Councils 

 Country Watch 

 Chineham Incinerator Liaison Panel 

 Highway Safety Panel 

 Village Hall Management Committee 

 Community Safety Partnership 

 Transport  
 
Appointments to outside bodies were made 

 Basingstoke District Association of Parish and Town  Councils 
Cllr Johnston and Cllr Rowland 

 Country Watch 
Cllr Batting 

 Chineham Incinerator Liaison Panel 
Cllr Batting and Cllr Attwood 

 Highway Safety Panel 
Cllr Batting and Cllr Neale 

 Village Hall Management Committee 
Cllr Batting and Cllr Johnston 

 Community safety Partnership and speed watch 
Cllr Johnston 

 Transport  
Cllr Effiong 

 
170518 To approve  the following policies: 

Standing Orders 
Financial Regulations 
Complaints procedure 
Data Protection Policy 
Dignity at work  policy 
Freedom of information policy 
Health and Safety policy 
Reserves Policy 
Risk Management Policy 
Safeguarding Policy 
Vexatious complaints policy 
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The Clerk had circulated an amended copy of the Standing Orders.  Section 18 a – v and 18 c were 
amended to read ‘… where a contract has an estimated value of less than £25,000’.  
 
The Clerk had circulated an amended copy of the Risk Management Policy updated to take into 
account the disbandment of the Finance Committee, to transfer the quarterly inspections of the 
allotments to the volunteer Allotment Manager and councillor responsible for allotments, and to 
place responsibility for footpath inspection with the councillor responsible for footpaths. 
 
With the above amendments, the following policies were reviewed and  adopted 
Standing Orders 
Financial Regulations 
Complaints procedure 
Data Protection Policy 
Dignity at work  policy 
Freedom of information policy 
Health and Safety policy 
Reserves Policy 
Risk Management Policy 
Safeguarding Policy 
Vexatious complaints policy. 
 

170519 To review the Assets Register 
The Assets Register was reviewed and approved. 
 

170520 To agree Terms of Reference for: 

 Village Green and Leisure Facilities Committee 

 Neighbourhood Plan Working Party 

 Burial Ground Working Party 
It was agreed that the Clerk would draft a revised set of Terms of Reference for the Village Green 
and Leisure Facilities Committee for consideration at a future meeting. 
 
Revised Terms of Reference for the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party and the Burial Ground 
Working Party had been circulated.  These had been amended to show both working parties 
reporting to Full Council.  The revised Terms of Reference for both working parties were accepted 
and adopted. 
 

170521 To receive and accept apologies for absence 
There were no apologies. 
 

170522 To receive declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on this agenda 
There were no declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests. 
 

170523 To receive Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman announced that there had been notification from Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council (BDBC) of the forthcoming election to fill the vacancy for a parish councillor.  Nominations 
to be received by the returning officer by 18 May 2017.  If contested, the poll would be on 
Thursday 15 June 2017. 
 

170524 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12 April 2017 
It was noted that Cllr Gaiger had not been present at the meeting on 12 April 2017.  With this 
amendment, it was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 12 April 2017 as a 
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true record of the meeting.  The minutes were signed. 
 

170525 Public participation 
Standing Orders were suspended. 
Cllr Neale asked about the previously agreed closure of the path near Dursley Cottages.  It was 
explained that it was now understood that this would be addressed by the owners of the property 
at the time of demolition. 
A resident asked for action on the parking on Goddards Lane.  The public parking behind the 
garage was taken up by vehicles left there long-term in connection with the garage business.  The 
parking area was part of the Village Green and subject to restrictions on overnight parking.  Cllr 
Rowland responded that discussion of this matter had been deferred from a previous meeting 
and was scheduled for the June agenda.  It was suggested that the Parish Council should write to 
the owners to let them know and invite them to the meeting. 
 Standing Orders were resumed. 
 

170526 To receive reports from Borough Councillors 
Borough Cllr Nick Robinson gave a brief report which he said he would expand on at Friday’s 
Annual Parish Meeting.  He thanked the allotment group for the work on setting up the raised 
beds. 
Borough Cllr Rowland announced that the appeal against the planning decision regarding the 
proposed development at Goddards Lane had been withdrawn.  Any future plans for the site 
would require a completely new application. 
 

170527 To receive the monthly safety report and playground inspection reports (previously circulated) 
The reports had been circulated and were NOTED. 
The Clerk advised that some of the items, although not designated as high risk, were overdue for 
resolution.  She had obtained quotations for some of the work and would bring these to a future 
meeting.   Cllr Attwood was to speak to the inspector and to arrange to tape up one of the items 
in line with advice. 
The Clerk and Cllr Attwood would research replacement netting. 
There might be some volunteers to assist with the painting work. 
 

170528 To consider and agree requests for payment 
The payment requests as listed in Appendix B were accepted for payment and signed by two 
councillors. 
 

170529 To consider the invoice from Acorn Garden Services 
The invoice for 6 months’ payment had been circulated to all councillors and was discussed.  
Acorn Garden Services believed that the contract ran annually to October.  Discussion covered the 
uncertainty of exactly what had been done historically.  It was acknowledged that some 
maintenance had been carried out since October 2016.  In view of this and in order to draw a line 
under the matter, Cllr Rowland proposed that the invoice should be settled in full.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Batting and agreed by all.  It was RESOLVED to pay Acorn Garden Services 
£493.28 and write a letter explaining that this was in ‘full and final settlement’.  Clerk to action. 
 

170530 To note the current financial situation and sign bank statements 
The current financial situation was NOTED and can be found as Appendix C. 
The bank statements were reconciled and signed with the balances being 
Current Account: £14163.67 
Savings Account: £55349.56. 
It was NOTED that the first portion of the precept and the annual grants from BDBC had been paid 
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into the bank account in May (after the date of the last bank statements). 
 

170531 To discuss and agree an additional signatory for the parish council bank account 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Batting, it was unanimously RESOLVED that Cllr 
Effiong should be an additional bank signatory.   Clerk and Cllr Effiong to action. 
 

170532 To consider and agree parish councillor’s attendance at the following training and development 
sessions: 

 'Local Council Finance' in Eastleigh on 15 June 2017 at a cost of £40 per councillor. 

 'Chairing Skills' in Eastleigh on 5 July 2017 at a cost of £90 per councillor. 

 ‘The Knowledge and Core Skills’ at a cost of £90 per councillor. 

 ‘Code of Conduct’ Conference on 14 June 2017 at a cost of £60 per attendee. 
Cllr Rowland recommended the ‘Chairing Skills’ session and the networking opportunities 
provided by these HALC (Hampshire Association of Local Councils) events. 
On a proposal by Cllr Attwood, seconded by Cllr Effiong, it was RESOLVED that: 

 Cllr Rowland would attend the ‘Code of Conduct’ Conference 

 Cllr Rowland and Cllr Neale would attend ‘Local Council Finance’ training – Clerk to 
identify alternative dates 

 Cllr Gaiger and Cllr Effiong would attend ‘The Knowledge and Core Skills’ – Clerk to 
identify alternative dates. 

All councillors voted in favour.  Clerk to action. 
 

170533 To accept the recommended quotation for work on the shower at the Cricket Pavilion 
Cllr Rowland reported that three quotations had been obtained for the agreed work to install an 
additional shower at the Cricket Pavilion with the costs covered by S106 funding.  On a proposal 
by Cllr Neale, seconded by Cllr Effiong it was RESOLVED to accept the quotation from Puddle 
Construction to carry out the specified work at a cost of £2950 this being the cheapest.  All 
councillors voted in favour.  Clerk and Cllr Rowland to contact the contractor. 
 

170534 To note the new arrangements for the billing of water supplies 
The Clerk had been in contact with South East Water to arrange a one-year contract for water 
supply and wastewater for the old football pavilion.  This was NOTED.  The water supply to the 
allotments was on the basis of water supplied only. 

  
170535 To consider and make a decision on seeking legal advice regarding access to the parish council 

burial ground via the driveway from the A33 at St Leonard’s church 
The Clerk had sought advice from HALC on the parish council’s power to contribute towards 
maintenance costs of this privately-owned driveway.  It was recommended that further advice 
should be obtained from NALC (National Association of Local Councils).  On a proposal by Cllr 
Neale, seconded by Cllr Rowland, it was RESOLVED that Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council should 
seek appropriate legal advice from NALC.  All councillors voted in favour.  Clerk to follow up. 
 

170536 To receive reports of representative bodies  

 Village Hall Management Committee (BB) 
Cllr Batting reported that the Village Hall was in contact with the Charities Commission and that a 
CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation) document had been submitted.  Natalie Larner was to 
be a seventh trustee.  A problem with the Village Hall website had been identified.  There had 
been issues with emails and the booking form, but these were being resolved.  Architects had 
been contacted in connection with improvements.  Ten hanging baskets were being installed at 
the front of the hall to improve ‘kerb appeal’.  
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170537 To receive  the draft minutes from the following committees (previously circulated) 

 Planning Committee on 12 April 2017 
No recommendations 

It was RESOLVED to receive the draft minutes of the Planning Committee of 12 April 2017. 
 

170538 To consider items for the Loddon Valley Link 

 Rats at the duck ponds 

 Ducks – food, care, dog control 
 

170539 To confirm the date for the next meeting as Tuesday 13 June 2017. 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 13 June 2017 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.10 pm. 
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Appendix A 
 
SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2017-18 

FULL COUNCIL 

Please note that as from June 2017, the normal meeting date is being changed to a Tuesday. 

Meetings will normally be held on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm in the Liddell Hall.  Currently the planned 

dates are:- 

 

13 June 2017 

11 July 2017 

August 2017 – No public meeting 

12 September 2017 

10 October 2017 

7 November 2017 – Please note that exceptionally the meeting is on the first Tuesday 

12 December 2017 

9 January 2018 

13 February 2018 

13 March 2018 

10 April 2018 

8 May 2018 

 

VILLAGE GREEN AND LEISURE FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

Meetings are normally held on the 4
th
 Tuesday in the Liddell Hall at 7.30 pm.  These meetings are only held as 

required. 

 

Planned dates are:- 

 

27 June 2017 

25 July 2017 

No meeting in August 

26 September 2017 

24 October 2017 

28 November 2017 

No meeting in December 

23 January 2018 

27 February 2018 

27 March 2018 

24 April 2018 

22 May 2018 

 

ALL MEETINGS ARE ADVERTISED ON THE PARISH NOTICEBOARDS AND WEBSITE IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS.. 
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Appendix B 
Schedule of Payment Requests 
 
May 2017 meeting of full Council 

FROM ITEM AMOUNT INVOICE NO METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 

BT Telephone and 
broadband 

65.98 M048 OA E Payment 

Staff Salary 216.00 April E Payment 

Staff Salary 1285.41 April E Payment 

HMRC PAYE/NI 385.86 April E Payment 

LGPS Pension 300.36 April E Payment 

Viking Stationery 44.83 741650 E Payment 

DataCenta Renewal of domain 
name for 4 years 

300.00 INV_27326 E Payment 

Foremost 
Treesurgeons 

Tree survey 678.00 9540-22 E Payment 

Grass and Roots Ltd Grass-cutting 138.00 2152 E Payment 

Ian Welch Grab 
Services Ltd 

Topsoil for allotments 240.00 2250 E Payment 

Bulpitt Brothers Grass-cutting 210.00 3990 Cheque 

Village Hall Hall hire April 2017 46.00  E Payment 

Staff Expenses 46.13 April E Payment 
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APPENDIX C 
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APPENDIX D 

 

Report from Village Hall Management Committee 

Registration as a CIO is being submitted. 
 
Natalie Larner is joining us as the seventh trustee.  
 
We have had meetings with three architects regarding fees in connection with the improvement 
proposal. 
 
We have a date for the replacement of the remaining windows and doors in the cottages. 
 
We have a quote for repointing the front elevation of the building. 
 
We are improving kerb appeal by installing 10 hanging baskets with an automatic watering 
system. 
 
Unfortunately, a few teething problems have been found with our new website.  Emails sent to the 
Village Hall Manager were not being received and, more recently, we have found that people have 
experienced difficulty in accessing the booking form.  These problems have been addressed, but 
Nick Robinson has kindly agreed to include his councillor email address on the website for anyone 
experiencing communication difficulties. 

 


