Sherfield On Loddon Parish Council

Minutes of the Village Green Working Group 18th November 2025

Council Members

Breach Lane Chapel

In Attendance | Apologies | Absent

Councillor Darker (Chairman) J

Councillor Batting

v/

Councillor Attwood

v/

Also, in attendance were Julie Holloway (Sherfield Nature Group), Angela Nankervis (Sherfield
Nature Group), Peter Lansley (Friends of the Village Green), Councillor lan Deeprose, Paul
Monger (Loddon Sports) Graham Hill (Sherfield Cricket Club) and Hannah Ford Assistant Clerk

ITEM NO
VGWP251101

VGWP251102

VGWP251103

VGWP251104

VGWP251105
VGWP251105.01

VGWO0251105.02

ITEM
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RECEIVED No apologies for absence were received

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
RECEIVED no declarations of pecuniary or personal interest pertinent to
the agenda.

To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on 15* April 2025
APPROVED the minutes of the meeting held on the 15* April 2025.

REPORTS
e Loddon Sports
e Sherfield Cricket Club
o Village Green Volunteers
e Sherfield Allotment Association
e Sherfield Nature Group
NOTED All reports can be found as Appendix A.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

To consider the maintenance contracts for the Village Green
applicable from March 2027

The maintenance contracts are due to end in November 2027 and will
be revisited at the next meeting.

To consider a quarterly contract for Mole Control on the Village
Green

RECOMMENDATION: Quarterly mole contract with Blue Light Pest
Control at a cost of £180.00 per quarter.




VGWP251106
VGWP251106.01

VGWP251107

VGWP251108

VGWP251109

PROJECTS

To consider the following projects on the Village Green

Any requests to the Parish Council for help or assistance from local
sports clubs

There was a request to install a drop bollard in front of the garage to
help with security. The Cricket Club were advised to approach HCC
Councillor for a grant.

Installation of adult fitness equipment on the Village Green
NOTED with full Committee approval

Installation of a community shelter and table tennis table on the
Village Green
NOTED with full Committee approval

To consider the proposal for a cross-ditch wildlife corridor
NOTED. It was agreed that this area is not suitable. The Nature group
need to identify an alternative area

Sherfield Nature group Living Willow Dome proposal

NOTED the location of the Dome was proposed as opposite the War
Memorial rather than at the Play area. Full Council will need to consider
the preferred site and the long-term management

To the agree their placement of bird, bat and owl boxes in strategic
locations on Village Green.

Bird Bat and Owl Boxes

Sites to be agreed.

RECOMMENDATION: Owl Box to be installed Fletchers Triangle.

To consider that the Village Green Working Party become the Village
Green Committee and if agreed consider a devolved budget spend
RECOMMENDATION The Village Green Working Party should become
the Village Green Committee and would have a devolved budget of
£5,000.

To agree meeting dates for 2026
AGREED as 3™ February 2026 at 7pm and 26™ May 2026 at 7pm

The meeting closed at 8.30pm



Appendix A

Loddon Sports

The issue of Rabbit Holes on the large football pitches was raised. Loddon Sports are filling them with
sand and soil before games.

The issue of subsidence was raised by Loddon Sports. The Assistant Clerk and Chairman advised that a
written request should be sent to the Parish Council for any action to be considered.

Pitch Power inspections via the football foundation are to take place to assess the drainage on the
pitch. A report will be issued.

Sherfield Cricket Club

Inspection by Hampshire League, the ground has been passed. There are some issues with the away
changing rooms specifically the shower and coat hooks.

Ground has been reseeded ready for next year. Remaining soil to be distributed near Goddards Lane for
an area of subsidence in the Spring. Issues have also been reported with Rabbits in the square.

VGV

Tree works have been taking place on the Green, and all logs were chipped or cut into manageable sizes.
Pond will be strimmed ready for the Reindeer Trail

The large Oak by the playground has been banded to ensure safety and preservation.

A Christmas Tree has been purchased by the Parish Council accompanied by a community evening on
the 5™ December.

Sherfield Nature Group

Bug Hotel project has been removed from the pipeline due to funding

The Willow Dome project could be completed with Willow from the Green to help reduce the cost to the
Parish Council.

SAA

Mares Tall still being treated, situation will be reviewed in the Spring.

Thanks went to Councillor Darker who donated a mower to the SAA.

14 Tree stumps to be removed from Plot 14

Allotment Access was considered with a recommendation to stage the works to progress the project
Plots & Raised Beds

It has been another productive year on the allotments despite the dry weather. Member turnover has
remained low. As of the regular meeting on 3rd November 2025, there are three vacant plots, two of
which are undergoing treatment for the invasive ‘Mare’s Tail' (also known as Horse Tail). The waiting list
currently stands at one in-parish applicant and five out-of-parish.
There are now 24 raised beds, with two currently vacant and a waiting list of two.
Events Three events were held on the allotments this year:

April — ‘Start of Season’ get-together

July — Allotments ‘Open Day’

October — Pumpkin Carving demonstration

In June the ‘Pig Racing’ stall at the village fete returned after a year’'s absence and proved very
successful. All were well attended by members, and visitors enjoyed refreshments provided by
volunteers.



Finance Following Lloyds Bank’s decision to apply charges to not-for-profit organisations, banking has
been moved to NatWest.

Funds raised through the raffle, refreshments, donations, and pig racing have supported general
maintenance and this year’s Public Liability Insurance.

A councillor’s grant was received to replace the stolen mower, and an additional mower was kindly
donated by Councillor Darker as a backup.

Maintenance Last winter, 24 cubic metres of waste — including bricks, stone, paving, plastic, wood,
glass, and sheds, were removed by volunteer association members and the Village Green volunteers
from three vacated plots.

Plot clearance is ongoing, with the removal of 14 tree stumps currently being planned.

As in previous years, the main thoroughfare has been kept mown by volunteers.

A programme to replace plot number markers is underway and should be completed by spring. The
current plastic numbers and rotted posts are being replaced with painted, treated wooden posts
bearing black plot numbers.

Accessibility Additional raised beds have been installed to support less able members and those of
retirement age who find full plots too demanding.

However, it has become clear that the site does not meet accessibility requirements. Quotations are
being sought to improve pedestrian entrances and level the main pathway. As this is a legal
requirement, the Parish Council is managing the process.

Despite representations from the Allotment Committee, the Parish Council has decided to ban all
vehicles from the plots — including those with disabled badges. While the committee acknowledges the
need to protect the pathway during winter, this decision undermines the purpose of the raised beds
and excludes members with mobility issues who are now unable to transport items to and from their
plots.

Committee Most committee members have served for many years, some since the association’s
inception.

At the 2026 AGM, both the Secretary and Treasurer will be retiring and will not stand for re-election.
Despite repeated appeals in recent years, no new volunteers have come forward to take on these roles.
We remain hopeful that this will change so the Allotment Association can continue supporting the Parish
Council and running social events.

Chair — SOL Allotments Association



