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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BURIAL GROUND COMMITTEE 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25 JANUARY 2017 AT 8.15 PM IN THE LIDDELL HALL 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS  

 In Attendance Apologies Absent 

Cllr Attwood      

Cllr Batting     

Cllr Dodd     

Cllr Effiong     

Cllr Gaiger     

Cllr Johnston     

Cllr Neale     

Cllr Rowland (Chairman)     

 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Catherine Ryle (Clerk) and 3 members of the public. 
 
The meeting commenced at 8.50 pm due to an over-run of the previous meeting. 
 
170147 To receive and accept apologies for absence 

Apologies were received an accepted from Cllr Batting, Cllr Dodd and Cllr Effiong. 
 

170148 To receive declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on this agenda 
No declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest were made. 
 

170149 To approve the minutes of the burial ground  meeting held on 23 November 2016 
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Burial Ground Committee meeting held on 23 
November 2016 as a true record of the meeting.  The minutes were signed. 
 

170150 Public participation 
Standing Orders were suspended. 
The Treasurer of St Leonard’s Parochial Church Council (PCC) said that he would be reporting to 
the PCC’s meeting on the following Thursday on matters relating to the burial ground. 
Standing Orders were resumed. 
 

170151 To receive update on arrangements to secure access for landscaping machinery 
Cllr Rowland reported on the meeting held between the representative of the landowners, Mr 
Ivan Gosden, Cllr Batting, Cllr Gaiger, Cllr Rowland and the Clerk on 24 January 2017.  The 
landowner had explained that he was making the same offer he had made to the previous 
members of Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council earlier in the year.  The offer was to allow access 
over his land to the Parish burial ground for a limited period for the purpose of landscaping on 
the waiver of the requirement to install fencing around the burial ground site.  The landowner 
was not willing to agree to on-going access for maintenance purposes but was open to 
negotiating reasonable access for ad hoc maintenance should the need arise.  It was 
RECOMMENDED that the Clerk would draft a response to accept this offer and would 
communicate with Legal Services, Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. 
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Cllr Johnston asked about access through the churchyard.  Cllr Rowland explained that this was a 
separate issue which she planned to follow up with the Parochial Church Council (PCC).  In an 
earlier site meeting between the Rev Stephen Ball, Cllr Rowland and the Clerk, the Rev Ball had 
been supportive of the Parish Council’s offer to put in a solid path across the churchyard to the 
burial ground to provide access for funerals, grave diggers and grass-cutting.  Cllr Rowland asked 
Mr Farrow to comment and he said that a ‘Faculty’ from the diocese would be needed. 

  
170152 To receive an update on the burial ground improvement project, consider quotations received 

and make a recommendation 
As two quotations had been received and there was a requirement to obtain three quotations, 
the Clerk had spoken to the LIF grant officer at Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (BDBC) 
for advice. 
It was RECOMMENDED that Cllr Attwood would chase a third quotation which would be 
considered if received by 3 February 2017.  The Clerk would seek confirmation that the earlier 
quotation was still valid. 
 

170153 To consider location for spoil 
Spoil from newly dug graves needed to be retained on site for back-filling.  It was 
RECOMMENDED that the location should be inside the entrance gate to the left.  The position 
would be marked on a map and sent to funeral directors. 
The responsibility for grave-digging was discussed and it was confirmed that this was arranged by 
the funeral directors. 
 

170154 To consider an update of the instructions to funeral directors and make a recommendation 
It was RECOMMENDED that the Clerk should write to local funeral directors with an update of 
the instructions and information, to include: 

 Location of spoil 

 Advice of landscaping and possible impact 

 Marking of grave plots 

 Reminder to contact Parish Council when planning funerals. 
 

170155 To consider revision of the cemetery regulations and make a recommendation 
 Councillors discussed the regulations, in particular the sections the Clerk had highlighted.  It was 
AGREED that no changes were required at present. 
 

170156 To consider drafting an information leaflet and make a recommendation 
A sample leaflet used by another Parish Council had been distributed.  This leaflet was given to 
funeral directors to make available to family members.  It outlined some of the regulations and 
particular conditions relating to the burial ground.  It was AGREED that the Clerk and Cllr 
Rowland would draft a leaflet for future consideration. 
 

170157 To agree the date for the next meeting as 22 February 2017 (if required) 
It was agreed that the next meeting would be on 22 February 2017 (if required). 

 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 


