
                       SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL 
                Clerk: Karen Ross 

                       PO BOX 6862, Basingstoke, Hants, RG24 4QZ 
                                       

                                Tel: 01256 842662 Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
 

 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
In accordance with the Local Government Act (LGA) 1992, Schedule 12, paragraphs 10 (2) (b) you are 
summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council for the transaction 
of business as set out in the agenda below 

 
Date: Tuesday 9th September 2025          Time: 7.00pm 
Location: The Liddell Hall, Sherfield on Loddon  
 

  Karen Ross Clerk to Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council  
 

 
ITEM NO ITEM 
250901 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To report, approve and record apologies for absence from members of the Parish 
Council 

250902 DECLARATIONS OF INTERST 
To receive declarations of pecuniary and personal Interests relating to items on this 
agenda. 

250903 PUBLIC SESSION 
An opportunity for residents to address the Council on any subject pertinent to the 
Agenda. In line with standing orders each member of the public is entitled to speak 
for 3 minutes. 

250904 
250904.01 
250904.02 
250904.03 
250904.04 

REPORTS - Additional reports may be received 
Hampshire County Councillor 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Councillors 
Footpath Report 
Speed Indicator device  

250905 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
To receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th July 
2025 and the extra-ordinary meeting held on 17th July 2025 

250906 
250906.01 
 
250906.02 
 
 
250906.03 
 

WORKING GROUPS 
To note the report from the projects working group and consider any 
recommendations therein 
To approve changes to the membership of the 
Staffing Committee 
Projects working group 
To approve the Sherfield Nature Group as a Volunteer group under the remit of the 
Village Green Working Group with overall accountability to Full Council. 

250907 
250907.01 
 
250907.02 
 
250907.03 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 
To note the current financial situation and agree the reconciliation of the bank 
balance 
To approve the requests for payments for September 2025 and all payments made 
since the last meeting. 
To note the interest rate for the 32-day account as 1.95% 

250907.04 
250907.05 
250907.06 
 

To approve the purchase of an Echo 14” Chainsaw at a cost of £199 as a replacement. 
To consider a green waste bin for use of the Volunteers  
To consider Allotment Rent 
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250908 PLANNING 
To consider any planning applications received since the last meeting 

250909 
250909.01 
250909.02 
250909.03 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
To consider flying the Union flag from the Flagpole on a permanent basis. 
To consider whether vehicles should be allowed onto the Allotment site 
To receive items for the next agenda 

250910 Exclusion of press and public:  
To resolve, pursuant to section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1990, that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the 
public and the press leave the meeting. 
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250906.01  To note the report from the projects working group and consider any 

recommendations therein 
Report from Project Working Party and Recommendations for Parish Council Agreement. August 
2025. 
 
The working Party has met twice during August to discuss a number of projects to benefit the village 
which could be funded through Cil funding. 
The money allocated to the Village Halll has been agreed by The P.C. and is now in the payment 
process so has not been a subject for discussion. 
Recommendations.  Projects to be agreed by the Parish Council for continued development. 

1)  Rebuild of Horse Pond wall adjoining the Old Reading Road. 
So far, exploratory excavations have located a concrete base which could possibly be used to 
support new wall work. A number of approaches have been discussed - eg shuttering  
(plastic or steel) or use of or Gabions (metal cages with stone filling). At present contractors 
are hard to get hold of, but it is hoped to organise visits from contractors to obtain their 
thoughts on the best approach together with quotes during September. Likely cost £15-
30,000. 

2)  Bus shelter and seat to the front of Breach Lane Chape 
So far, the Chapel has given its agreement as has HCC. The officer at HCC who is very keen has 
suggested waiting until September in order to see if HCC funding might be available. 
Likely cost £10,000 or less if grant obtained. 

3) l Community Shelter, Table Tennis table and Outdoor Gym. These items are proposed to be 
situated adjacent to the Playground to the east for the community shelter and to the west 
between the Playground and the Harvest hedge for the Outdoor Gym. 
All these items can be installed by one contractor. The working group is collecting quotes and 
deciding the best form of surface to be placed underneath. 
Likely cost £20,000. 

4)  Tennis Courts We now have a much lower cost --for a complete refurbishment rather than a 
cosmetic upgrade and b including lines for one pickleball/tennis court. -this would be in the 
order of £30,000 rather than £60,000. If this is combined with a smart gate system to ensure 
some revenue, the group felt that this would be more cost effective than the short life 
cosmetic treatment. 

5)  Acoustic Fencing between Longbridge Close and the A33 
This has been requested by residents of Longbridge Close, but as yet there is no idea of cost. 
Such a scheme may not be a realistic proposition unless HCC funding is available, 

6)  Refurbishment of football pavilion.  The group feel that something must be done to sort this 
eyesore. The footprint is too valuable to waste. A one topic meeting will be required to 
formulate a proposal. 

7)  Replace Cricket Pavilion The group feel that a modern replacement with adequate storage is 
required to tidy up this area. The possibility of a two-story structure has been floated. 
Again, a one topic meeting is required to refine a proposal.  

8)  Phone Box. Once the status and painting has been clarified, a use for this needs to be agreed.  
Likely cost £2/3,000. 
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9) Levelling of Football and Cricket pitches 
These items are waiting on further information, but cost may well be beyond our reach-unless 
Grant funding from Sports Bodies can be obtained. 

10) Further Recommendation   That the Parish Council request the Parish Clerk to obtain 
necessary permissions from Defra / Borough Council for items involving the Village Green. 

Further recommendation that the Parish Council agree to carry out a further public 
consultation as to carrying out these projects. 

11)  Longfield Place. 
12) The working Group believes that it is time to try further efforts to engage with the residents of 

Longfield Place. Accordingly, it is recommended that  
a) A new metal notice board with SOL notation is purchased and located near the playground 
at Longfield Place.  
b) Brick pillars marking the entry and with SOL signs are placed on the entry slip-road. --
Likely cost £5,000 
Both items are subject to gaining approval from Bellway. 
JMD 25/08/25 
 
Noticeboard quote- The same Noticeboard as the one at Church End. 
Outdoor Freestanding Noticeboard Vitincom Brand 
Dual Door Notice board key locking 
1050mm H x 1200mm W x 30mm D 
Each window will display 6 sheets of A4 
3 columns x 2 Rows  
Steel lacquered backboard for use with magnets 
4mm Polycarbonate Plexichoc Glazing 
Choice of coloured finish 
To include twin Matching post set 
Posts 60 x 40mm profile with black top caps 
Notice board and post set as outlined above Price  
Header Panel Including Vinyl laid text with logo 
Price £ 989.00 ex VAT 
Installation £270 ex VAT 
 

250906.02     To approve changes to the membership of  
Staffing Committee- Add Councillor Hight 

                                                Remove Councillor Batting 
Projects Working Group- Add Councillor Batting  
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250906.03 To approve the Sherfield Nature Group as a Volunteer group 
under the remit of the Village Green Working Group with overall accountability to 
Full Council 
 

 MISSION STATEMENT for the Sherfield Nature Group with possible ad hoc projects 
 
Purpose  
We are a new informal volunteer led group of Sherfield on Loddon residents focussing on conserving 
and enhancing biodiversity on the Village Green.  The Village Green is recognised for its significant 
wildlife value, and part is designated as a Site of Interest for Nature Conservation (SINC).  Biodiversity 
and the wider natural environment are crucial to life on earth, and we aim to positively contribute to a 
natural environment locally which is diverse, resilient and flourishing, despite the many threats to it. 
Our Role 
The Village Green is hugely valued by the local community for its biodiversity, recreational, and 
landscape value. The Village Green is privately owned and managed by the Parish Council who act as 
custodians on behalf of the local Sherfield community.  We are an informal, independent group and 
the proposal is that we work under the umbrella of the Parish Council, and in tandem with the Village 
Green Committee and the Village Green Volunteers.  Our proposals and activities will be discussed 
and agreed in advance with the Parish Council. 
Approach 
As a new group, we are finding our feet but envisage carrying out small scale practical nature 
conservation activities.   
Potential initial projects: 

• Refurbish the bug hotel (and create a thatched roof if materials and expertise can be sourced.) 
• Undertake botanical surveys (initially on Fletcher’s Triangle) and make recommendations to 

the Parish Council about opportunities for future land management. 
• Develop a Village Green ‘nature’ map and associated educational materials. 

 
Possible additional ad hoc projects suggested by Councillor Darker: 
 

• Extension to the hedge at Fletchers Triangle (autumn) if free hedging can be sourced. 
• Protection of the orchids on Fletchers Triangle. 
• Reviving the educational leaflets and nature trails previously created by Pamela Darker and 

Anna Scott with regard to collaborating with local schools. 
• An owl survey in the Autumn. 
• Maintenance work on the Pygmy Gorse near the BMX track and other areas. 
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250907.01     To note the current financial situation and agree the reconciliation of the bank  

Balance 
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250907.02  To approve the requests for payments for September 2025 and all payments made 

since the last meeting. 
 

 
 

 

FROM ITEM INVOICE NO METHOD AMOUNT
X-Net (Services) 10 Email Accounts INV-33853 FPO 60.00
Larkstel Grass Cutting -August INV-1793 FPO 774.67
Staff Expenses August FPO 18.80
J Attwood Expenses July/August FPO 215.23
Staff Salary Costs September FPO 4,635.91

Payment Total 5,704.61

September  2025 Payment Requests



                       SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL 
                Clerk: Karen Ross 

                       PO BOX 6862, Basingstoke, Hants, RG24 4QZ 
                                       

                                Tel: 01256 842662 Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
 

 
 
 

250907.04 
 
 
 
250907.05 
 
 
 
 
 
 
250907.06 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To approve the purchase of an Echo 14” Chainsaw at a cost of £199 as a replacement. 
The Volunteers have used a Volunteers chainsaw but this no longer works.  
Consideration should be given to replace it; however, it will be a parish Council asset 
 
To consider a green waste bin for use of the Volunteers  
Currently the Village Green Volunteers aren’t always able to assist as there is no facility 
to dispose of arisings (weeds etc) and therefore a Contractor needs to be employed 
A garden waste Brown Bin can be bought from BDBC and an annual contract paid for 
240 ltr total cost £127.30 (£84.90 collection plus £42.40 bin) 
140 ltr Total cost £100.70 (£58.30 collection plus £42.40 bin) 
 
To consider Allotment rents 
At the meeting of Full Council in May 2023, the Parish Council agreed to increase rents by 
CPI rate to the nearest whole number. However, there was an agreement that there would 
 be no increase for Allotment rent year 2025-2026 at October 2024 Full Council meeting. 
Council need to decide if rents should increase CPI (4%) for year Allotment rent year 
2026-2027. 
In parish 
¼ £16 increases to £17 
½ £31 increases to £32 
Full £56 increases to £58 
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250909.01 

 
Out of Parish 
¼ £27 increases to £28 
½ £48 increases to £50 
Full £77 increases to £80 
 
Raised beds would remain at £5 
 
To consider flying the Union flag from the flagpole on a permanent basis 
Residents have requested that either the Union flag or English Flag (St George’s Flag) 
should be flown permanently from the Flagpole. 
 

250909.02  To consider whether vehicles should be allowed onto the Allotment site 
It has come to our attention the ruts have formed by vehicles driving along the central 
track of the allotment site, vehicles are being used on the allotments not merely for 
quick deliveries such as compost drop-offs, with vehicles then parked off-site, but are 
instead regularly driven onto the site. Individuals are using their cars to access their 
plots and are parking on the allotments while they tend to their plots. This practice has 
resulted in damage to the allotments, particularly the creation of ruts. 
There are also health and safety concerns associated with this vehicle access, both 
within the allotment site and when vehicles drive off the site onto adjacent paths. 
Full Council will now need to consider whether vehicles should be allowed onto the site 
with the recommendation being that vehicle access be restricted, allowing it only for 
deliveries and only with express permission from the Council. 
 
 
 

 
Information on previous matters 
The VAT issue on the Village Hall Grant application has been much source of debate for 
some time now. As part of the due diligence, Hannah was tasked to complete the form as 
listed on the HMRC website and to enclose the drawings and a link to the planning 
application on the Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council website to see if the VAT helpline 
would be project specific and give a binding decision. 
Subject: Re: STRF:**CHYChaEnq 

(KMM78495600V39816L0KM) 
Date: 2025-07-21 11:25 
From: HMRC E-Mail Admin  
Date 21/07/2025 
Our Ref 25/26 0501 
 RE: VAT Query 
Good morning, Hannah 
Thank you for your email. 
As you may be aware Group 5, Schedule 8 of the VAT Act 1994 provides VAT relief on the 
construction of a building which is to be used by a charity solely for a relevant charitable 
purpose.   
Note (6) to Group 5 defines ‘relevant charitable purpose’ as use by a charity either – 
a) otherwise, than in the course or furtherance of business, or 
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b) as a village hall or similar.  
 However, note 16(b) to Group 5 excludes the enlargement or extension of an existing 
building from the VAT relief.  Note 16(c) further excludes the construction of an annexe from 
the VAT relief, except in circumstances where the annexe meets the conditions set out in 
Note 17.  These conditions are –  

1. An ‘annexe’ is constructed, rather than an ‘extension’ or ‘enlargement’. 

2. The whole annexe, or a part of it, is intended for use solely for a ‘relevant charitable 
purpose’. 

3. The annexe is capable of functioning independently from the existing building. 

4. The annexe and the existing building each has its own independent main access. 

 Before considering whether or not a proposed annexe meets these conditions to qualify for 
VAT relief, it must first be established whether or not the structure is indeed an annexe, 
rather than an enlargement or extension.  
The VAT legislation does not provide a definition of ‘annexe’.  The issue has consequently 
been examined by the courts and the interpretation established by case law.  Whether or 
not a structure can be considered an annexe for the purpose of the VAT relief depends on 
both its physical and functional integration with the existing building to which it is linked.  An 
annexe has some association with an existing building but is used for a purpose that is 
distinct from the existing facility.  
 There is often no practical need to integrate physically the two structures to any great 
extent.  Where a development has the effect of making a building bigger to create additional 
space to carry out the activities of the building it is more likely to be an enlargement or 
extension rather than an annexe.  
 
Therefore, from the information you have provided, I consider that the new building is an 
extension to an existing one, and not an annexe, which will not qualify for zero rated VAT 
as it isn’t used for solely relevant charitable purpose (RCP) as explained in VAT Notice 
708 Buildings and construction (VAT Notice 708) - GOV.UK 
The cost of construction the storeroom and boiler room will be subject to VAT at the 
standard rate. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buildings-and-construction-vat-notice-708#section3

