
                                              SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL                         
 

                                                  MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF   
SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  

Tuesday 9th September 2025 at 7.00pm 
in the Liddell Hall, Sherfield on Loddon 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

 In Attendance Apologies Absent 
Councillor Attwood √          

Councillor Batting √   

Councillor Banerjee √              
Councillor Barnes √   

Councillor Darker √   

Councillor Deeprose √           

Councillor Hight √         

Councillor Robinson (Chairman) √        

 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Karen Ross Clerk, 20 members of the public, Borough Councillor 
Tomblin and County Councillor Rhydian Vaughan. 
 

250901 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
RECEIVED no apologies for absence 
 

250902 DECLARATIONS OF INTERST 
Councillor Hight declared an interest in item 250906.03 as She is a member of 
Sherfield Nature Group. 
Councillor Robinson, Councillor Hight and Councillor Barnes declared an interest in 
item 250907.06 as they are Allotment Holders. Councillor Deeprose advised the 
meeting that his wife rented a raised bed at the Allotments. 
 

250903 PUBLIC SESSION 
Questions and comments raised can be found as Appendix A 
 

250904 
250904.01 
250904.02 
250904.03 
250904.04 

REPORTS  
Hampshire County Councillor 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Councillors 
Footpath Report 
Speed Indicator device  
These can be found in the reports section on the Parish Council website 
 

250905 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
RECEIVED and APPROVED the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th July 
2025 and the extra-ordinary meeting held on 17th July 2025. 
 

250906 
250906.01 
 
 

WORKING GROUPS 
To note the report from the projects working group and consider any 
recommendations therein 
NOTED and APPROVED to progress the projects, 
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250906.02 
 
 
 
 
 
 
250906.03 
 
 

APPROVED the spend of up to £1,200 (non-budgeted expenditure) for the required 
newspaper advertisements of the projects sited on the Village Green as required for 
the DEFRA permission application. 
 
To approve changes to the membership of the 
Staffing Committee 
Projects working group 
APPROVED the co-option of Councillor Hight and the resignation of Councillor 
Batting to the staffing committee. 
APPROVED the co-option of Councillor Batting to the project working group 
 
To approve the Sherfield Nature Group as a Volunteer group under the remit of the 
Village Green Working Group with overall accountability to Full Council. 
APPROVED the Sherfield Nature Group as a Volunteer group under the remit of the 
Village Green Working Group with overall accountability to Full Council. 
 

250907 
250907.01 
 
 
 
 
250907.02 
 
 
 
 
250907.03 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 
To note the current financial situation and agree the reconciliation of the bank 
balance 
NOTED the current financial situation and agree the reconciliation of the bank 
balance. The bank reconciliation can be found as Appendix B 
 
To approve the requests for payments for September 2025 and all payments made 
since the last meeting. 
APPROVED the requests for payments for September 2025 and all payments made 
since the last meeting as found in Appendix C 
 
To note the interest rate for the 32-day account as 1.95% 
NOTED the interest rate for the 32-day account as 1.95% 
 

250907.04 
 
 
250907.05 
 
 
250907.06 
 

To approve the purchase of an Echo 14” Chainsaw at a cost of £199 as a replacement. 
APPROVED the purchase of an Echo 14” Chainsaw at a cost of £199 as a replacement. 
 
To consider a green waste bin for use of the Volunteers  
APPROVED 240 ltr total cost £127.30 (£84.90 collection plus £42.40 bin) 
 
To consider Allotment Rent 
RESOLVED to increase the Allotment Rent to  
In parish 
¼ £16 increases to £17 
½ £31 increases to £32 
Full £56 increases to £58 
 
Out of Parish 
¼ £27 increases to £28 
½ £48 increases to £50 
Full £77 increases to £80 
 
Raised beds- no increase 
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250908 PLANNING 

To consider any planning applications received since the last meeting 
T/00448/25/TCA 
Well House Reading Road  
T1 Large silver birch tree in front garden of Well House overhanging Reading road: 
crown reduce all round by 8m leaving a finished height of 8m and a crown spread 
(radius) of 4m. 
No objection providing the work is carried out to BS3998 (2010).  
 

250909 
250909.01 
 
 
 
250909.02 
 
 
 
250909.03 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
To consider flying the Union flag from the Flagpole on a permanent basis. 
There was no seconder to the motion proposed that flying the Union flag from the 
Flagpole on a permanent basis. Flags will be flown on special dates only 
 
To consider whether vehicles should be allowed onto the Allotment site 
APPROVED that vehicle access will be restricted, allowing it only for deliveries and 
only with express permission from the Parish Council.   
 
To receive items for the next agenda 
NONE 
 

250910 Exclusion of press and public:  
To resolve, pursuant to section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1990, that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the 
public and the press leave the meeting. 
NOT REQUIRED 
 

 There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10pm 
 
Appendix A 
 
I would like a question raised at the next pc meeting: will the village hall be thanking the PC for 
the CIL grant? The posts from a Village Hall Trustee on Facebook are insulting and highly 
misleading. The village hall was granted the money DESPITE the lack of transparency re VAT 
and the repeated failure to answer questions about the grant application. Will the parish 
councillors who supported the application be apologising to the clerk for their appalling 
behaviour (claims the clerk had blocked the application for example) The clerk, the pc and 
parishioners deserve much better from the village hall 
 
With regard to item 2509090.02 To consider flying the Union Flag or the St. George’s Flag 
from the flagpole on a permanent basis. 
I encourage the Parish Council to agree to fly the St. George’s flag from the flagpole on a 
permanent basis for the following reasons: 

• The red cross of St. George has been England’s symbol for centuries. It connects our 
little village to a long line of history, culture and shared heritage. 

• Many men from our village fought in both World Wars. They gave their lives for the 
freedom we enjoy today, including the freedom to fly the national flag with dignity. 
Flying the flag honours their courage and reminds us not to take our liberties for 
granted. 
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• The flag is a simple way of showing that we belong together. It is a symbol of unity and 
friendship, welcoming everyone who calls this village home. 

• Just like village greens, church bells and remembrance services, the St. George’s flag is 
part of the fabric of English village life. By flying it we’re keeping that tradition alive for 
future generations. 

• While the flag has sometimes been misused, flying it with dignity in a village setting 
reaffirms its rightful place as a symbol of inclusivity, respect and community pride. The 
act of flying the flag in an open, welcoming context demonstrates that it belongs to 
everyone in the village, regardless of background. 

• The St. George flag is a positive sign of respect, heritage and togetherness in our village. 
 

I would like to comment on this item, to consider flying the Union Flag on a 
permanent basis. There has recently been quite a heated discussion on the ‘Village 
People' Facebook site regarding the flying and subsequent removal of a flag on the 
Green. A lot of the controversy surrounding its flying related to the 'Fly the Flag' 
movement and alignment with far-right wing values. This sentiment is something 
the PC should be aware of when considering this item. 
Personally, my concern is that by flying the flag permanently the significance of 
raising, flying and lowering the flag for celebrations and remembrance is diluted as it 
becomes ordinary. 
Finally, should the PC decide to move forward with this request they should be 
cognisant to the need for maintenance and replacement of the flag, and budget for 
this. The UK climate is not kind to flags and it is considered disrespectful to fly a 
dirty or ragged flag. 

 
Comments at the meeting included 
Further comments on item 250909.01 
Heath and Safety on the Village Hall Build. 
Planters  
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
 

 

  

FROM ITEM INVOICE NO METHOD AMOUNT
X-Net (Services) 10 Email Accounts INV-33853 FPO 60.00
Larkstel Grass Cutting -August INV-1793 FPO 774.67
Staff Expenses August FPO 18.80
J Attwood Expenses July/August FPO 215.23
Bob Berry fencing Fencing-Woodland 2 17806 FPO 867.60
rradar Legal costs-VAT only SIN020023 FPO 56.60
East Devon Tree Care Tree work T78 5763 FPO 1,464.00
Staff Salary Costs September FPO 4,635.91

Payment Total 8,092.81

September  2025 Payment Requests
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