SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AND LEISURE AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE
HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 7.30 PM ON WEDNESDAY 25 JANUARY 2017

In Attendance Apologies Absent

Clir Attwood (Chairman) v
Clir Batting v
Clir Dodd v
Clir Effiong v
Clir Gaiger

Clir Johnston
Clir Neale

Clir Rowland

ANANANEN

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:
Catherine Ryle (Clerk), Bob Weller (Sherfield Allotment Association), Fred Berntsen and 7 members
of the public (a further person arrived at 7.40 pm).

170129 To receive any Apologies for absence
It was AGREED to accept apologies from Cllr Dodd, Clir Batting and Clir Effiong. Steve
Dummer also sent apologies.

170130 To receive any Declarations of Interest
No declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest were received.

170131 To approve the minutes of meeting held on 23 November 2016
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities
Committee meeting held on 23 November 2016 as a true record of the meeting. The
minutes were signed.

170132 Public participation
Standing Orders were suspended. There were no members of the public who wished
to speak. Standing Orders were resumed.

170133 To note correspondence from residents on traveller defences on the Village Green,
to discuss traveller defences and make a recommendation on future installations
Clir Attwood read out email correspondence from a resident concerned at the
removal of the bund. Clerk to send a response and copy of relevant minutes.

Clir Attwood also read out email correspondence expressing concern about access to
the area near the Thatched Cottage and Cheshunt Lodge, Bramley Road and
suggesting improvements.

Discussion followed: the ditches in some places were narrower and less deep, most
had no further defences, the dragon’s teeth should be assessed to see whether any
needed replacing (this is part of the Village Green maintenance schedule),
consideration of extra protection around the time of the annual fete and whether lack
of obstacles encourage trespass. Advice was being sought from Basingstoke and
Deane Borough Council (BDBC) on effective defences. Following agreement that
guotes for dragon’s teeth along the site of the bund should be obtained, Clir Attwood
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advised that a low post and rail fence was preferred.

The following recommendations were made:

1) Keep the ditches clear. Obtain quotations to widen the ditches along the north
side of Bramley Road and north side of Plantation Road. Proposed by Clir Neale,
seconded by ClIr Attwood and agreed.

2) Seek further quotations for installation of post and rail fence along Goddard’s Lane.
Proposed by Cllr Attwood, seconded by Cllr Neale and agreed.

3) Advice from BDBC on future installations to be considered.

To note request from resident on the installation of fencing on an area of the Village
Green and agree a response

This request was noted. It was AGREED that the Clerk should respond saying that the
Parish Council did not agree to the installation of a fence and that it was looking at a
wider scheme for defences on the Village Green.

To receive a report from Loddon Sports

Fred Berntsen reported that there had been no problems with moles recently and few
games due to the weather conditions. Following vandalism, the steps had been
removed from the football club and would be disposed of. He asked whether there
had been any response from the Parish Council with regard to the Football
Association pitch improvement programme. It was AGREED that Clir Attwood would
discuss the options with Fred.

To receive a report from Sherfield Cricket Club
There was no report from the Cricket Club. The Clerk was to arrange a meeting with
representatives of the club.

To receive a report from Sherfield Allotment Group (previously circulated)

Bob Weller asked whether the Parish Council would purchase manure for allotment
tenants. The Clerk advised that this was not permissible. A grant application could be
submitted by Sherfield Allotment Association (SAA) for funding towards specific
projects. Clerk to confirm that Plot 35 is available for re-letting. The availability of
plots had been advertised on the Parish website and a note would be put in the
Loddon Valley Link.

To receive a report on the meeting held on 13 December 2016 on allotment matters
(previously circulated)

The report of the meeting between ClIr Attwood, Cllr Dodd, Mr Weller and the Clerk
was NOTED.

To consider the draft revised Tenancy Agreement and make a recommendation
It was AGREED to recommend acceptance of the draft revised Tenancy Agreement
with one amendment on page 5 to add ‘Sherfield Allotment Association’.

At 8.15 pm it was agreed to extend the meeting to consider the remaining agenda
items.

To make a recommendation on the level of the allotment deposit and consider the
suggestion of the Sherfield Allotment Manager

The Allotment Manager reported that the Sherfield Allotment Association wanted
deposits to be reduced. The Clerk had explained that different levels had been paid
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over the years. On a proposal by Clir Attwood, seconded by ClIr Neale it was AGREED
to recommend that deposits should be £25 for in parish and £35 for those out of
parish the additional £10 being non-refundable to cover administrative costs. The
Clerk advised that she would check the legality of charging out of parish residents a
fee in addition to the higher rent.

It was also proposed that deposits already paid above the £25 should be refunded
and any tenants who had not paid a deposit should be invoiced for £25. The Clerk
advised that this would be administratively complicated. Bob Weller and Clerk to
investigate historical deposits.

170141 To make a recommendation on the rents charged for allotments
The Allotment Manager had reported that tenants were willing to accept an increase
in rents. It was agreed to defer discussion of this matter.
It was agreed that the rental for a quarter plot recently allocated to an out of parish
resident should be £20.

170142 To receive an update on the tree work carried out on the Village Green and consider
comments from the contractor
The appointed contractor had recently felled the copper beech near the War
Memorial and carried out work on one chestnut tree on Bramley Road. Clir Attwood
had been advised that the second chestnut tree had deteriorated and that it should
be felled. The BDBC Tree Officer had said that the work could be undertaken with a
‘5-day notice’.
It was AGREED that the Clerk should seek quotations for felling the diseased tree.

170143 To make a recommendation on commissioning a survey of the trees on Bramley
Road
Clir Attwood had obtained one quotation for an ‘on ground’ survey of these trees.
Clir Rowland would speak to BDBC who had previously advised that they could assist.
It was AGREED to recommend that a survey of the trees on Bramley Road should be
carried out and that the Clerk would seek quotations for an ‘on ground’ survey of 28
trees on Bramley Road.

170144 To consider a response to the letter from Natural Basingstoke on the ‘Pond
Champion Project’
The Clerk had distributed this letter to parish councillors some weeks prior to the
meeting. Village Green volunteers had arranged a meeting with Katy Roberts from
The Community Volunteer Trust and had received a report on the Village Green
ponds. The report offered places on pond management and wildlife courses to ‘pond
champions’ who completed a survey. It was AGREED to accept the offer by Anna
Scott, Pamela Darker and John Darker to carry out pond audits and that they would
report to the Village Green and Leisure Facilities Committee with recommendations.

170145 To define maintenance tasks for volunteers and agree reporting of working sessions
Clir Attwood explained that all tasks undertaken were in line with the Village Green
maintenance schedule. He stated that detailed risk assessments were in place, that
volunteers were informed of safety procedures and that a register was taken at each
working session.

It was suggested that one of the volunteers should be nominated to join the Village
Green and Leisure Facilities Committee to report on the work undertaken. The Clerk
advised that this should be a separate agenda item at a future meeting.
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170146 To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 22 March 2017
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 22 March 2017.

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm.



