SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AND LEISURE FACILITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN
THE LIDDELL HALL AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 25 JULY 2017

In Attendance Apologies Absent

Clir Attwood (Chairman)
Clir Batting
Clir Darker
Clir Effiong
Cllr Gaiger
Cllr Johnston v
Clir Neale
Cllr Rowland v

ANANENENAN

«

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:
Catherine Ryle (Clerk), Bob Weller (Sherfield Allotment Association), Pamela Darker (Village Green
volunteers), Fred Berntsen (Loddon Sports) and 5 members of the public.

170728 To receive Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Rowland and ClIr Johnston and were accepted. Clir
Batting had notified the Clerk that he would arrive late.

170729 To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
No declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest were received.

170730 To approve the minutes of meeting held on 27 June 2017
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities
Committee meeting held on 27 June 2017 as a true record of the meeting. The
minutes were signed.

170731 Public participation
Nobody wished to raise any matters.

170732 To receive a report from Loddon Sports
Fred Berntsen reported that the last training session had taken place on Saturday.
Before the session could start, a clear up of dog mess on the pitch in front of the
building had been needed. This was probably because of people allowing their dogs
off the lead and not attending to where they were. Councillors discussed the problem
and it was suggested that a notice should be drawn up for display. Clir Darker wished
to make a proposal. The Clerk advised that this was not an agenda item. Clir Darker
put forward a formal proposal to RECOMMEND that a discussion of dog notices
should be an agenda item for the ‘catch up’ meeting in August with consideration of
procuring notices for the football pitch to state that it is a football pitch for children
and not a dogs’ toilet. Councillors were in favour of this. Fred Berntsen explained
that the pitches are a public area outside the playing season.

170733 To receive a report from Sherfield Cricket Club (previously circulated)
The previously circulated report (Appendix A) was NOTED. A comment was made on



170734

170735

170736

170737

170738

SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL

the Cricket Club’s statement that they would respond to the Parish Council’s letter
about arrangements to clear the grass cuttings.

To receive a report from Sherfield Allotment Association (previously circulated)
The previously circulated report (Appendix B) was NOTED. Bob Weller mentioned the
rat problem. This would be discussed under Item 170742.

To consider the request from Sherfield Allotment Association to install a
composting toilet on the Parish Council allotment site and to make a
recommendation

Bob Weller had submitted a report (Appendix C) on the proposal to install a
composting toilet which had been sent out to all councillors prior to the meeting. The
Clerk had circulated advice on planning requirements. It had been clarified that the
Sherfield Allotment Association would be responsible for supplying consumables
(hand gel, toilet paper and wood shavings) and for cleaning, and that access would be
by the same key issued for access to the allotment site.

Clir Attwood said the toilet would be an asset, especially for elderly allotment
tenants. Clir Neale spoke about various funding possibilities including LIF grant and
$106. Community support would need to be demonstrated.

Clir Attwood RECOMMENDED that Full Council should support installation of a toilet
on the allotment site and that funding should be discussed at a later date. Seconded
by ClIr Neale and all councillors voted in favour.

To consider the request from Sherfield Allotment Association to plant a hazel hedge
along the boundary at the Bow Gardens end of the allotments and to make a
recommendation

Clir Attwood RECOMMENDED that the Full Council should agree to the request to
plant a hazel hedge (the trees to be supplied free of charge and work undertaken by
volunteers). This was seconded by Clir Neale and all councillors voted in favour.

To receive a report from the Village Green volunteers (previously circulated)

The previously circulated report (Appendix D) was NOTED. Mrs Darker was invited to
speak and she explained that there was still some work to be done along Centre Ditch
and that the harvest hedge required attention.

ClIr Batting arrived at 7.55 pm.

Treatment to control the withies was discussed. ClIr Gaiger advised that root
treatment would require a certificate.

To receive the estimated cost for paint required to refurbish the play equipment
and make a recommendation

Clir Attwood had obtained an estimate from Cane Adam for supply of paint and
incidentals to carry out the re-painting of the play equipment. Clir Attwood
RECOMMENDED acceptance of the estimate of £194.06 including VAT. This was
seconded by ClIr Effiong and it was agreed that a cheque should be prepared to
enable the purchase to be made.
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To consider a resident’s suggestion to put in a path round the Jubilee oak
This was discussed and it was decided that the matter would not be progressed.

To consider the re-location of the Jubilee memorial bench to the right of the War
Memorial as the original site is unsuitable and to make a recommendation
Following the decision to move this bench, a re-assessment of the site had been
carried out.

Clir Attwood RECOMMENDED that the bench should be split into two halves and one
piece placed around each copper beech to face towards the War Memorial and road.
This was seconded by ClIr Effiong and agreed.

To consider putting weed suppressant material and stone chippings under the
memorial bench when it is re-located to the War Memorial area and make a
recommendation

It was agreed that the need for this would be assessed at a later date. It was noted
that there might be costs of around £100.

To discuss updates on the rodent problem and recommend appropriate action

Cllr Gaiger had provided the Clerk with contact details of a rodent control company.
The Clerk to contact a number of companies to arrange visits to the ponds and to the
allotment site (Bob Weller to advise on the allotments). Advice and estimates to be
considered at a future meeting.

To make a recommendation on the NOI application proposed by the Tree Wardens
to carry out crown-lifting of specimen trees on the edge of the cricket field

The proposal was discussed and ClIr Darker clarified that only a limited amount of
work was required eg removing one or two branches. A question was asked about
the proposed planting of a new tree. It was agreed that professional advice would be
sought on this and options investigated.

Clir Attwood proposed that the NOI (Notice of Intent) put forward by the Tree
Wardens to carry out crown-lifting of specimen trees on the edge of the cricket field
should be RECOMMENDED to Full Council. This was seconded by Clir Neale and
agreed. ClIr Darker to action.

To recommend that the hedge at the car park/football pavilion should be cut twice
ayear

Cllr Attwood RECOMMENDED that the hedge at the car park/football pavilion should
be cut twice a year instead of once. It was agreed that this should be added to the
maintenance schedule for the next year. Noted by Clerk.

To receive an update on post and rail fencing at Plantation Road

Clir Attwood reported that the ditch had been dug to the corner by Winton Cottage.
A quotation for post and rail fencing had been received and ClIr Attwood was meeting
a further contractor. The ditch contractor had advised that there were a number of
services along the proposed site for the ditch near Court Farm and that any ditch
would be a long way back. As a result, Clir Attwood suggested that a post and rail
fence should be installed instead. It was agreed that this would be added to the
request for fencing.
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To note that Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council had been approved to join the
Lengthsman scheme

It was agreed to RECOMMEND to Full Council that Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council
should join the Lengthsman scheme and should be part of the Pamber cluster. Clerk
to arrange a meeting with the Clerk at Pamber. Clirs Effiong and Attwood to be
involved.

To consider the offer from the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust (HIWWT)
to provide free practical habitat management advice

This offer was generally welcomed. Clerk to arrange to discuss options other than
grass raking.

There was a discussion about introducing wild flowers to parts of the village.

To confirm the date of the next meeting as Tuesday 26 September 2017
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 26 September 2017.

The meeting closed at 8.47 pm.
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APPENDIX A

Sherfield on Loddon Cricket Club Report —July 2017

There is little to report since our last report around three weeks ago (27.06.17), other than the issue
with the showers has been resolved.

The hot water does not work if the sprinkler is being used on the square. Something to do with the
drop in pressure causing a safety trip of the hot water, all very technical but resolved nonetheless.

As confirmed with Catherine we have a committee meeting this week and your proposal for the
removal of grass cuttings is on the agenda and we will respond in the next few days.
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APPENDIX B
Report to the VGLF Committee 25" July 2017
The best allotment judging took place on the 5™ July hopefully the judges found the allotments to be
in a better all round condition than last year. Even though it has been a difficult time with the

amount of very hot weather we have had so far this year.

| have sent an article to the Loddon Link as requested at the last full council meeting hopefully it will
be included for publication.

We welcome another new plot holder Mike Cuckow to plot 6 who has made a very good start to
sorting out a very over grown plot.

Rats continue to be seen around the allotments.
Plot 43 has permission for a shed.

The Annual SAA Allotment community Bring & Share BBQ will be held this year on Saturday 26™
August from 2pm.

The SAA now has a monthly newsletter which is sent out at the beginning of each month. Hopefully
this will become a welcome in-box item and will continue to grow as more people contribute.
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APPENDIX C

Sherfield Allotments Proposal For An Allotment Toilet To The VGLF Committee.

Sherfield Allotment Association is asking the Parish Council to support the installation of a compost
toilet on the allotments. The toilet we are requesting is a Natsol compost toilet which is a

No Power

No Water

No Smells

No Chemicals

No Fuss

Solution to the problem of toilet facilities on the allotments.

Cost of toilet which includes everything except installation and a choice of timber or metal building
which are the same price is at the last quote £6250 which is exclusive of vat, and delivery.

Installation cost at the last quote by a firm that installs these toilets on a regular basis was £1650 +
vat

Installation can usually be completed in 1 day

Sherfield Allotments has 60 plot holders and if partners, friends, helpers & children who accompany
parents who have a plot the number could well be over a hundred people who use this village
amenity on a regular basis.

To fully enjoy the recreational pastime it is with urgency that a suitable toilet is provided for the sole
use of the allotment holders. This is to replace the toilet that was on the allotments for a number of
years, but which was destroyed by high winds and neglect. This was never replaced by previous
parish councils. Now due to the high number of female gardeners a simple toilet that existed before
is no longer suitable as it only catered for male use. And with a high number of senior citizens toilets
are a must.

| have carried out extensive research into Compostable toilets and have found that the Natsol
version is by far the best and most reliable one. Its watertight and rodent proof vault the area used
to collect solid waste has an 80 year design life. With stainless steel pedestal and waterless ceramic
urinal and with no reliance on the sun for the system to perform it is the most reliable and with easy
maintenance.

Natsol compost toilets have no water to freeze, no fan to fail and no moving parts. The only
consumable other than loo paper and hand gel s a bale of wood shavings which can last a whole year
for a cost of under £10.

The building size is 2.5 metres long & 2 metres wide & 2300 metres high.
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It will have a 2x1 metre soak away. The toilet is supplied with everything that we would need even

including a roll of toilet paper.

FOR ALL OF THE INFORMATION AND QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT HAVE PLEASE VISIT

WWW.NATSOL.CO.UK The site also has some videos which might prove helpful.

Also a site visit to Hook allotments can be arranged to see a Natsol toilet in place.

Information packs have been provided to Clir J Attwood.


http://www.natsol.co.uk/
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APPENDIX D

Report of Village Green Volunteers - 25 July 2017

Work has continued clearing the Centre Ditch of scrub and goat willow branches. Several attractive
specimen trees have been revealed and should now be able to flourish.

A lot of strimming has taken place of grass, nettles, brambles where they impact on paths and public
areas.

Taking advantage of the lower level of water in the Jubilee Pond, the Duck Island was cleared of
years of brambles and willow shoots which was the first time for very many years.

The path between the Old Reading Road and Northfield Road has been cleared.
Future work: Painting the Play equipment
Remove the willow shoots from the stumps.

Move the Memorial seat. Consider putting down a suitable surface underneath to
keep weeds down and look attractive.

Pruning overgrown hedges and paths not included in the contractor’s schedule.
Suggestions for the Parish Council/VG&LF Committee:

e Signs explaining and listing the Bye Laws for the Village Green should be put at various
locations around the Green.

e To apply for a licence to lift the crowns of some of the specimen trees on the edge of the
cricket field (Tree Wardens)

o Their agreement for the VGVs to make a suitable surface for the memorial seat which will
keep weeds down and look attractive. This would comprise of putting down weed
suppressant material when levelling the area and fill with stone chippings.

Pamela Darker

6 July 2017



