
                        SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL   
 

MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
MONDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2017 AT 7.30 PM IN THE LIDDELL HALL 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

 In Attendance Apologies Absent 

Cllr Attwood     

Cllr Batting     

Cllr Dodd     

Cllr Effiong     

Cllr Gaiger     

Cllr Johnston     

Cllr Neale     

Cllr Rowland (Chairman)     

 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk) and 6 members of the public. 
 
170237 To receive apologies for absence 

There were no apologies.  It was understood that Cllr Dodd was unwell. 
 

170238 To receive declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on this agenda 
There were no declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest relating to items on this agenda. 
 

170239  Public participation 

Standing Orders were suspended.  No members of the public wished to speak.  Standing orders were 

resumed. 
 

170240 To receive Cllr Rowland’s report on Traveller Defences and the site visit with Gordon Wade of 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (BDBC) 
Cllr Rowland’s report on the site visit with Gordon Wade of BDBC (attended by her and Cllr Attwood) 
had been distributed to all parish councillors.  Gordon Wade had visited at the request of Cllr 
Rowland to undertake a review of the traveller defences.  Cllr Rowland summarised the background 
to the current situation as contained in her report (see Appendix 1).  Cllr Batting commented that 
BDBC had paid for the clean up after the traveller incursion in 2010 and said that there had been 
additional costs of around £5,000 to install height barriers, rails, trip fencing, and bollards all of which 
appeared to have been effective. 
 

170241 To consider receiving the supply of native hedging from Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
and consider carrying out planting between the trees on Goddards Lane (along the line of the 
former bund) 
Gordon Wade had offered to supply 90 metres of mixed native hedging for use as a barrier.  This had 
been ordered outside of the Parish Council meeting and had already been received by Cllr Attwood.  
Cllr Gaiger expressed concern that procedures had not been followed and that a decision had been 
made without other parish councillors being made aware.  The Clerk reminded councillors that they 
do not have the authority to make decisions and that this should have been brought to the Full 
Council.  Cllr Rowland stated that the current meeting had been called to sort things out. 
 
In answer to a question about the proposed location of the hedging, Cllr Attwood said that it was to 
run between the trees.  Cllr Batting advised that since the bund had been removed, the adjoining 
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ditch should be widened to make it more obvious to pedestrians and horse riders. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Attwood, it was RESOLVED retrospectively to receive 
the hedging plants and to plant them between the trees as identified.  All councillors voted in favour. 
 
In response to a question, Cllr Attwood said that he had already identified volunteers to assist with 
the planting on the following morning. 
 
It was noted that there was no agreement to plant silver birch trees. 
 

170242 To consider defences for the Reading Road layby and agree any action 
The proposals in the report were discussed.  The layby was normally full of parked vehicles which 
formed a barrier, and the ditch was deep so would deter travellers from using this as an entry point.  
It was felt that planting silver birches on the corner would block views across the Village Green. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Effiong, it was RESOLVED that quotations for a 
lockable, droppable bollard to be installed near the site of the litter bin should be obtained.  All voted 
in favour.  Cllr Batting to liaise with Clerk on supplier details. 
 
It was suggested that the corner of Goddards Lane was lower risk and required less obtrusive 
defences such as dragon’s teeth.  No decision was made on this point. 
 

170243 To consider defences for the Cricket Green/Goddards Lane and agree any action 
Options for widening and extending ditches were discussed. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Attwood, it was RESOLVED that the ditch on 
Goddards Lane opposite the tennis courts should be extended in an easterly direction towards the 
telegraph pole. 
Contractors to check on location of underground BT cables. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr Gaiger, seconded by Cllr Attwood, it was RESOLVED to 

 Dig out the ditch on the right-hand side of Plantation Road (looking towards Chestnut 
Cottage) after Centre Ditch. 

 Put in trip rail fence in front of The Plantation round to the cricket pavilion. 

 Excavate existing ditch on the left side of Plantation Road when looking towards Chestnut 

Cottage. 

 Create a ditch on left side (south side) of Plantation Road past the recently made access 
point for 150 metres. 

This was agreed by a majority of 5 in favour and 2 against.  Cllrs Batting and Johnston voted against. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr Attwood, seconded by Cllr Batting, it was RESOLVED to dig a ditch behind the 
dragon’s teeth, which run parallel to the road leading to the cricket pavilion, on the triangle of land in 
front of Court Farm.  This was agreed by a majority of 6 in favour and 1 against (Cllr Gaiger). 
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170244 To clarify the specification for deepening of ditches 

It had previously been agreed that the ditches along Bramley Road should be deepened.  It was 
pointed out that these are drainage ditches.  Cllr Rowland would check whether Hampshire County 
Council was responsible for the ditches. 
On a proposal by Cllr Attwood, seconded by Cllr Rowland it was RESOLVED to extend the ditch by 
Cheshunt Lodge for 18 metres round the corner.  All voted in favour. 
 
In summary, Cllr Rowland suggested that all the agreed works should be marked on a map and sent 
out by the Clerk to contractors for quotations. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.40 pm. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Sherfield on Loddon Annual Traveller Defences 

Background 

In June 2010 there was a Traveller incursion on the Village Green following the Sherfield on 

Loddon Annual Fete. 

 

The Parish Council instigated emergency measures with a view of taking more permanent 

steps.  Please see the extract from the Full Parish Council Meeting July 2010 below; 

 

“What defences should be put in place to protect the Green in future? It was reported by the 

Chairman that a ditch had been dug along Goddards Lane as an emergency measure to 

secure this area of the Green. Options for other measures had been investigated and each 

vulnerable area would have to be addressed. 

It was resolved to initially look at the following vulnerable areas: 

 Green side of Plantation Road. It was agreed to dig the existing ditch deeper and to 

put a dragon tooth and rail fence along all other edges of Plantation Road that edged 

the Green. 

 It was agreed to dig a new ditch either side of the gravel track leading up to 

Summerfield and Hafod 

 It was agreed to put a dragon tooth and rail fence around the corner by Weston 

House 

 It was agreed to mend the existing wooden barrier and to put in a new barrier 

preferably between trees to give access to the Cricket pitch for use by maintenance 

vehicles. 

 

Due to limited funds it was agreed to look at other less urgent areas at a later date: 

 Review whether the new Ditch along Goddards Lane should be replaced by posts 

between the trees 

 Area at the top of Greenway, it was considered that the width of Greenway would 

restrict access to Caravans 

 Area off Goddards Lane where the Cricket club park their cars 

 Corner opposite the shop 

 Reinstatement of emergency track across Green” 

 

The work for the ditch along Goddards Lane was undertaken by Dave Miller –at a cost of 

£399.50  

 

Additional work was carried out by The Bulpitt Brothers and minuted in the September 2010 

full Parish Council Meeting “Bulpitts - Defences, football pitch dip, rotovating allotment 16, 

Strim Pond £2,904.00” 

There was an additional payment to The Bulpitt Brothers in March 2011 “Bulpitt Brothers - 

Cemetery tree planting (£100) & additional dragon’s teeth to Green £933.00 

 

So it seems the total cost of the Traveller would have been in the region of £4,000.  There 

was no minuted expenditure for “clean up” or for Bailiffs in the minutes of the Full Parish 

Council Meetings in 2010. 
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Review of Travellers Defences 2017 

With the levelling of the “bund” in Goddards Lane for maintenance reasons, it was 

appropriate to revisit the defences that were in place with the Landscape Officer from BDBC 

– Gordon Wade.  This was undertaken on the Tuesday 31
st
 January with myself and Cllr John 

Attwood.   

 

NOTE: It is to be noted that in the minutes of 2010 the “bund” was not to be relied on as 

the only defence on Goddards Lane. 

 

Gordon reviewed the Green in a “walkabout” he made the following overall observations; 

 

 The dragons teeth that had been implemented were too low into the ground and could 

be traversed by travellers 

 Ditches are preferred rather than the use of dragons teeth 

 The quality of timber that was used for the dragons teeth had lasted longer than he 

would have expected however he noted there were a number that had failed.   

These are the type the council would implement at £20 per metre 

 

 If bunds are to be used in defences they have to be quite significant due to the 

travellers pulling the spoil back in to the ditch and can cause maintenance issues. 

These the types of Bunds that the Council would implement at £75 per metre 

 

 Fencing coupled with ditches and hedgerow planting was a good way of causing difficulty in 
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getting on to areas of the green.   

This is the fencing the Council would implement at £15 per metre 

 The ditch that had been dug behind the village hall was impressive and he noted that 

this was excellent work 

 The opening up of the area by the ponds had been done extremely well and that we 

would be surprised what would emerging in terms of fauna that would have been 

dormant. 

 Gordon confirmed that it is the Borough Council’s obligation to “clean up” traveller 

incursions at no cost to the Parish and Bailiffs can be used that get the travellers of the 

land almost immediately they arrive, these should be local. 

 

Recommendations 

Overall to clear/dig out ditches and if possible make deeper. If implementing dragons teeth to 

try and get the more substantial option and not to be so low in the ground. 

 

Bramley Road and Old Reading Road Cross Roads - Ditch to be dug and cleared out with a 

return up of 18 metres 

 

Goddards Lane – Fencing implemented between trees, with hedgerow planting in front of it – 

hedgerow to be supplied by BDBC free of charge 

 

 
 

Cricket Green/ Goddards Lane – to look at ditch to ensure no incursions possible. 

 

 
 

Old Reading Road Layby – add dragons teeth with hedgerow planting, cement litter bin in 

place. 
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Plantation Road – add dragons teeth and dig ditch deeper around the road 

 

 
 

Goddards Lane – corner of The Shop – a new sign will be ordered and birch trees planted to 

break up access opportunity. Birch trees free of charge from BDBC. 

 

Follow up 

Gordon Wade from BDBC has ordered the rural hedge mix for the extra defence with is free 

of charge to the Parish Council. Cllr Attwood advise that the Village Green Volunteers would 

be able to plant. 

 

There are 450 plant coming which will cover the long stretch of 70 metres and enough left 

over to cover an additional 20 metres to fill any other gaps as the volunteers see fit. He has 

also ordered 6 Silver Birch trees for the corner of Goddards Lane. 

  

The order includes all the bamboo canes and spiral guards required for the hedge. When the 

plants arrive Gordon will contact John Attwood and have them delivered out to him. 

  

For reference the hedge mix contains:  

 Rural Hedge Mix - 40-60cm height 2yr plants comprising at least 50% Hawthorn and up to 5 

other native species in multiples of 25 selected from Field Maple, Dogwood, Hazel, Spindle, 

Blackthorn, Beech, Hornbeam, Common Buckthorn, Alder Buckthorn, Dog Rose, Guelder 

Rose or Wayfaring Tree. 

 



                        SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL   
 

Fencing options are in hand for areas the Parish Council have identified and at the next 

Village Green Leisure Facilities committee it should have a proposal for the additional work. 
 


