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MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 8 MARCH 2017 AT 8.00 PM IN THE LIDDELL HALL 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

 In Attendance Apologies Absent 

Cllr Attwood     

Cllr Batting     

Cllr Effiong     

Cllr Gaiger     

Cllr Johnston     

Cllr Neale     

Cllr Rowland (Chairman)     

 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk) and 9 members of the public. 
 
Cllr Rowland opened the meeting and announced the very recent death of Cllr Simon Dodd.  She said 
that he had been very much part of the village and expressed condolences on behalf of those 
present. 
 
170310 To receive and accept apologies for absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Neale.   Borough Cllr Nick Robinson had sent his 
apologies.  
 

170311 To receive declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on this agenda 
Cllr Rowland made a declaration of an interest of a non-pecuniary nature in relation to item 
170327. 
 

170312 To receive Chairman’s Announcements 
Cllr Rowland reported that her posting on social media of photographs of the hedge-planting had 
already been viewed by about 400 individuals. 
 

170313 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8 February 2017 
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2017 as a true record 
of the meeting.  The minutes were signed. 
 

170314 Public participation 
Standing Orders were suspended.  A member of the public reported that the white duck on the 
pond had been savaged and killed.  He asked for all dogs on the Village Green to be restrained and 
referred to Byelaws.  Cllr Batting read out the existing Byelaws relating to keeping animals under 
control.  It was suggested that this should be mentioned in the Parish Council’s contribution to the 
Loddon Valley Link.  Standing Orders were resumed. 
 

170315 To receive reports from Borough Councillors 
Cllr Rowland reported that Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (BDBC) had agreed its budget 
for the next year, with an increase in council tax of £5 per household.   The waste collection 
contract was up for renewal but 2-weekly collections were not on the table. 
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170316 To receive the monthly safety report and playground inspection reports (previously circulated) 
The inspection reports had been circulated and were NOTED.   
Cllr Attwood and Cllr Batting had met the inspector.   Cllr Attwood said that the inspector saw no 
reason why volunteers could not carry out painting of the equipment.  He also said that taping up 
sharp edges was acceptable as a temporary measure.  The nets had been examined.  Some 
councils were reported to have replaced nets with a solid frame.   It was thought that this would 
affect the way the equipment could be used.  Price of nets to be researched and considered at a 
future meeting of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities Committee. 
The Litter Warden had not raised any issues. 
 

170317 To consider and agree requests for payment 
The payment requests as listed in Appendix A were accepted for payment and signed by two 
councillors.   
 

170318 To note the current financial situation and sign bank statements 
The current financial situation was NOTED and can be found as Appendix B. 
The bank statements were reconciled and signed with the balances being 
Current Account: £19755.67 
Savings Account: £60346.12. 
 

170319 To consider retrospective agreement of waste collection from the allotments on 20 February 
2017 
Following a reported concern that there might be rats in the recently accumulated green waste at 
the allotments, arrangements were made by Cllr Attwood to have this waste collected by Ian 
Welch on 20 February 2017.  The Clerk found out about this on her return from leave.  The Clerk 
advised that the decision had been made without authorisation and that she had previously 
informed councillors that the waste collection was due to be considered by Full Council at the 
March meeting. 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Attwood, it was RESOLVED to retrospectively 
approve the waste collection by Ian Welch at a cost of up to £150.  Agreed unanimously.   
 

170320 To agree renewal of Payroll Services contract with DM Payroll Services and complete anti-
money laundering document 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Effiong, it was RESOLVED to reappoint DM Payroll 
Services for the next year and to complete the anti-money laundering document required by the 
company.  All voted in favour.  Clerk to submit completed paperwork to the payroll company. 
 

170321 To note that Do the Numbers Ltd is the internal auditor for Financial Year 16/17 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Attwood is was RESOLVED to confirm Do the 
Numbers Ltd as the internal auditor for the Financial Year 16/17 accounts.  All voted in favour. 
 

170322 To agree the treatment of the outstanding balance of the Clerk’s annual leave 
The Clerk had a balance of 4 days leave for the year ending 31 March 2017.  On a proposal by Cllr 
Rowland, seconded by Cllr Attwood, it was RESOLVED that the Clerk should carry forward the 4 
days to be taken as planned leave at Easter 2017.  Agreed unanimously. 
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170323 To agree a response to the request from a member of the public to run a catering kiosk on the 

Village Green 
A request had been received for permission to run a catering kiosk on the Village Green.  It was 
considered that this would not comply with the regulations for the Green and would therefore be 
turned down.  Clerk to confirm to the applicant. 
 

170324 To decide whether to apply for the LIF grants for which an expression of interest had been 
submitted: 

170324.01 The cricket pavilion 
170324.02 The old football pavilion 

The expressions of interest for the cricket pavilion and for the old football pavilion were 
considered together.  Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council would need to make a contribution of 
25% should the grants be awarded and further consultation with residents would be required to 
support the applications.  On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Gaiger, it was 
RESOLVED not to pursue the expressions of interest for LIF grants at this time.  All councillors 
agreed.   Clerk to inform Kate Sawdy at BDBC. 
 

170325 To consider and make a decision on allocation of S106 funds towards the refurbishment of the 
showers in the cricket pavilion (VR) 
Cllr Rowland explained that this item was to follow up discussions in September 2016.  Three 
quotations had been obtained for refurbishment of the showers.  The Section 106 funds would 
cover the costs, but an application to BDBC would need to be made. 
Cllr Johnston and Cllr Batting declared an interest of a non-pecuniary nature.  On a proposal by 
Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Effiong, it was RESOLVED to apply to BDBC to use the identified 
S106 funds to implement the shower improvements at the cricket pavilion.  All councillors voted 
in favour. 
 

170326 To consider Cllr Rowland’s proposal to change the structure of the parish council meetings and 
move them to Monday nights (VR) 
Cllr Rowland proposed that this item should be deferred to a future meeting and this was agreed. 
 

170327 To consider Hampshire County Council’s traffic management recommendations and make a 
decision (VR) 
Cllr Rowland’s report describing the recommendations had been circulated (see Appendix C). 
Mandy Ware of Hampshire County Council (HCC) had confirmed that criteria for erecting a ‘Stop’ 
sign were not met.  Funding would be from the BDBC allocation which would cover the estimated 
total cost.  There was a discussion of traffic speeds and methods to reduce this.  HCC would sort 
out the ‘Give Way’ sign and would be asked to repaint the white lines as a separate matter. 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Batting, it was RESOLVED to use the S106 funding 
for the signage changes proposed by Mandy Ware of HCC.  All councillors voted in favour. 

  
170328 To consider the request from the Allotment Manager to allow development of accessible raised 

beds on allotment plot 39 and to agree the purchase of materials and payment through the 
Parish Council with S106 funding received from Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
Following requests from the Ward councillors, funding had been allocated by BDBC and had been 
transferred to the Parish Council bank account.  The Clerk advised that she had expected the 
payment to be made directly to the Sherfield Allotment Association, but as it had been received 
by the Parish Council, a resolution was required to agree the work to make accessible raised beds 
and allocate the funds. 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Attwood, it was RESOLVED that the Sherfield 
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Allotment Association should develop accessible raised beds on Plot 39 and that the money 
transferred by BDBC should be used for this purpose.  This was agreed. 
The Clerk advised that the payment needed to be sorted out as some of the supplies had been 
sourced from Mole Country Stores and required a cheque.  It was agreed that this would be 
signed outside of a council meeting.  The remaining materials would be paid against invoices 
made out to Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council.  Cllr Attwood, Mr Weller and the Clerk to 
coordinate the purchases. 
 

170329 To consider and agree action following the Allotment Manager’s report of fly tipping at the 
allotments (JA) 
The Allotment Manager had reported an incident of fly tipping.  Cllr Attwood reported this to 
councillors and requested that the Clerk should prepare a draft warning letter to the person 
concerned.  On a proposal by Cllr Attwood, seconded by Cllr Rowland, it was RESOLVED to accept 
the draft letter and that the Clerk should post this out. 
 

170330 To consider ratification of the recommendation of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities 
Committee (Item 170139, 25.01.17) to accept the draft revised Tenancy Agreement for 
allotments 
The Clerk reported that Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) had referred the 
document to a legal adviser who had not raised any matters regarding the revised agreement.  On 
a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Attwood, it was RESOLVED to ratify the 
recommendation of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities Committee to accept the revised 
Tenancy Agreement for the allotments. 
There was a discussion of how the agreements would be sent to tenants for signing.  The Clerk 
explained that as this is a legal document each tenant would receive an individual document 
which had to be signed, witnessed and returned to the Clerk for counter-signing and retention. 
 

170331 To agree distribution of keys to cricket ground barrier and to height restriction barriers to 
enable emergency access (BB) 
Cllr Batting explained that this item should refer to the ‘football’ ground barrier.  He reported that 
there was a need to ensure that emergency services could access the playing fields and suggested 
that key-holders should be nominated.  It was agreed that the following should be asked to hold 
keys: Fred Berntsen (Loddon Sports), Cllr Attwood, Cllr Batting, the Four Horseshoes public house 
and Cat Hayward.  The Clerk would arrange for 5 sets of keys to be cut. 
Cllr Effiong suggested that a set of keys could be placed in a lockable key-store accessible by 
keypad code.  It was agreed that this should be considered at a meeting of the Village Green and 
Leisure Facilities Committee. 
 
At 9 pm an extension to the meeting was agreed. 
 

170332 To discuss reports of overnight parking behind the garage off Goddards Lane (JA) 
Cllr Rowland proposed that this item should be deferred to a future meeting and this was agreed.  
It was noted that there had recently been an accident in the vicinity.  Cllr Attwood had received 
two complaints about parking issues. 
 

170333 To discuss a revision of the Sherfield on Loddon footpath brochure for inclusion on the 
Hampshire County Council website 
Cllr Rowland, Cllr Effiong and Mr Darker had recently attended workshops run by Hampshire 
County Council (HCC) on aspects of footpath management.  Cllr Johnston reported that there had 
been some disturbance of footpaths near the Lance Levy site. 
The Clerk had been notified by HCC that it was reviewing all footpath brochures included on its 
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website in order to produce easily downloadable, standardised documents.  Councillors 
considered that the HCC sample was much simpler and that they generally preferred the existing 
Parish leaflet, however the contact details needed to be updated and the walks described should 
be checked.   It was agreed that Cllr Effiong and Cllr Johnston would review the paths and report 
back to HCC. 
 

170334 To receive reports of representative bodies  

 Village Hall Management Committee (BB) 
Cllr Batting’s report (Appendix D) had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Cllr Batting added 
that the Parish Council was no longer the corporate trustee of the Village Hall and that the change 
had been registered as of 1 March 2017. 

 
170335 To receive  the draft minutes from the following committees (previously circulated) and 

approve the following recommendations 

 Planning Committee on 8 February 2017 
No recommendations. 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Effiong it was RESOLVED to receive the 
draft minutes of the Planning Committee from 8 February 2017. 
 

 Burial Ground Committee on 22 February 2017 
170233 – Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council should require all funeral directors to use a 
grave digger nominated by the Parish Council. 
This recommendation was discussed.  There were concerns that insisting on the use of a 
nominated grave digger would be too restrictive. 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Attwood, it was RESOLVED that the 
Parish Council would require funeral directors to use the Parish Council’s nominated grave 
digger but if this one was not available, the funeral director could use an alternative and it 
was agreed that this arrangement should be reviewed after one year.  This was agreed by 
a majority with 4 in favour and 2 against.  Cllr Batting to contact funeral directors and find 
out which grave digger they use. 
 
170234 – to accept Quotation 3 at a cost of £49,950.00 plus VAT, subject to the 
amendments specified in full in the minutes of the Burial Ground Committee 22.02.17. 
The Clerk advised that the final details had not been received.  It was AGREED to accept 
quotation 3 in principle subject to receiving acceptable amendments and the approval of 
the LIF Team. 
 
170234 – to appoint a Parish Councillor to act as project manager liaising with the 
contractors and working with the Clerk in the management of the project.  This 
recommendation was discussed and it was referred back to the Burial Ground Committee.  
Not ratified. 
 
It was RESOLVED to receive the draft minutes of the Burial Ground Committee from 22 
February 2017. 
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170336 To consider items for the Loddon Valley Link 

 Enforcement of Village Green Bye Law 7 (control of dogs) 

 White duck 

 Painting of play equipment 

 Burial Ground update 

 Annual Parish Meeting reminder 
 

170337 To confirm the date for the next meeting as 12 April 2017 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 12 April 2017. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 
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Appendix A 
Schedule of Payment Requests 
 
 

FROM ITEM AMOUNT INVOICE NO METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 

BT Telephone and 
broadband 

61.03 M046 G4 E Payment 

Staff Salary 216.00 February E Payment 

Staff Salary 1276.05 February E Payment 

HMRC PAYE/NI 395.77 February E Payment 

LGPS Pension 298.85 February E Payment 

Village Hall Room rent  46.00 February E Payment 

JRB Enterprises Supply of dog waste 
bags 

462.00 16537 E Payment 

e-Mango Web hosting and 
support – annual charge 

576.00 27174 E Payment 

Staff Expenses 26.44 February E Payment 
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Appendix B 
 
  February Monthly Sheet     

  
  

  

  
 

Balance Bought Forward 83204.04 

  
 

VAT refund 741.93 

  
 

Interest 1.43 

  
 

BDBC S106 (allotments) 827.46 

  
  

84774.86 

  
  

  

Chq 101026 CPRE Annual subscription 36.00 

E Payment SOL Village Hall Room hire January 17 46.00 

E Payment HALC Training Inv 1172 18.00 

E Payment Staff January expenses 96.48 

Chq 101027 Royal British Legion Poppy wreaths 48.50 

E Payment Foremost Treesurgeons Tree works Inv 9355-22 1500.00 

E Payment 3 Counties Baptist Church Room hire Oct to Nov 16 52.00 

E Payment 3 Counties Baptist Church Room hire Dec 16 to Feb 17 30.00 

E Payment Land Based Training 
Pesticide training re-assessment Inv 
0931 138.00 

E Payment Viking Stationery Inv 314448 65.39 

E Payment Diane Malley Payroll services Inv 364.16/17 55.00 

E Payment Browning Pest Services Mole control Apr to June 2016 180.00 

E Payment Browning Pest Services Mole control July to Sept 2016 180.00 

E Payment BT Telephone and Broadband M046 G4 61.03 

E Payment Staff February salary 216.00 

E Payment Staff February salary 1276.05 

E Payment HMRC Tax and NI 395.77 

E Payment HCC Pension February 298.85 

  
  

4693.07 

  
  

  

  Balance as at 28 February 2017 
 

80081.79 

  
  

  

  Current Account 
 

19755.67 

  Savings Account 
 

60346.12 

  Less unpresented cheques 
 

-20.00 

      80081.79 

 



                        SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL   
 

 

Appendix C 
 
Update for 8

th
 March Full Council Meeting 

Following the SOLPC meeting in December the following was minuted from the discussions. 

161234 December Full Council Meeting 

To consider a plan to implement traffic calming measures in the village. Cllr Rowland had 

supplied a paper to all parish councillors prior to the meeting. Discussion points included: 

 the Give Way sign was unreadable 

 speed humps would not be installed as there was no street lighting 

 parking by the shop acted to slow down traffic, but sightlines at the junction were 

compromised 

 there was no longer funding for the earlier scheme drawn up with HCC to make the ‘slip road’ 

single carriageway 

 Sepcial surfacing would not be effective and was unsightly 

 digital speed indicators. 

It was agreed the Cllr Rowland would contact Mandy Ware of HCC to obtain further 

information on the removal of signs, provision of a ‘Stop’ sign, costs and timeframe. 

Measures to address parking at the shop were not to be progressed at present 

Following that meeting Mandy Ware advised that there was not the relevant evidence for 

STOP signs at the crossroads on to the Old Reading Road and Bramley Road.  The 

Roundabout was considered an appropriate deterrent to traffic. 

The timescale if approved by Full Parish Council for the implementation of these proposed 

works would be then negotiable with HCC. 

To remind all councillors the elements that were potentially acceptable. 

161235 To consider a plan to implement traffic calming measures in the village 

Following a Meeting with Mandy Ware from HCC and her email dated 28
th

 October, 2016, 

she provided an overview of what might be achieved with the S106 funds available to the 

Parish Council. 

The scope of this initiative includes measures such as sign declutter, signing improvement, 

road marking improvement, informal pedestrian crossing points, bollards to prevent overrun 

and safety slogan wheelie bin stickers.  

The allocation is approximately £4000. 

Signing – potential cost £3850 

The signing for the pinch point/chicane traffic calming measures can be revised to improve 

the street scene and provide clearer messages to drivers. There is a ‘road narrows’ warning 

sign close to the Wildmoor Lane junction with a ‘single file traffic’ plate that provides the 

initial warning to drivers as well as a similar sign opposite Goddards Lane that are required, 

but other repeat warnings could be removed. Some alteration, such as repositioning and also 

size reduction, to the priority working signs may also be achievable. 

 

Pinch Point (Nr Wildmoor Lane) 

•         The priority working signing appears to be frequently knocked. The signing could be 

moved to the verge but this will remove the message away from the drivers immediate 

sightline and will give better ahead visibility that could cause traffic speeds to increase. The 

size of the signs could be reconsidered and smaller options considered, or the sign relocated 

slightly with a higher mounting height to prevent obstruction of cyclists.  

•         Cycle symbol markings could be applied to the bypass. 

•         These works are likely to cost in the region of £500 - £1,000. 



                        SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL   
 

 

  

Chicane (pond site) – Sign Declutter 

•         The southbound ‘road narrows’ warning sign and plate could be removed, with the 

duck sign relocated and combined with the initial road narrows warning sign prior to the 

pinch point above. The approximate cost of this work will be in the region of £500. 

•         The northbound ‘no through road’ information sign and ‘road narrows’ warning sign 

can be removed, just leaving the 30mph repeater signs, and the post capped at a lower height. 

The approximate cost of this work is in the region of £150. 

•         The priority signing can be reviewed with a view to minimising the sign sizes and 

placing them within the build out features rather than in the verge. The sign can be placed to 

be behind the planters on a drivers approach. The approximate cost of this work is around 

£850. 

•         The marked exit tapers from the build out features of the chicane could be re-marked 

to indicate a running lane through the chicane. This could be as simple as an edge line or an 

increased area of hatching. The approximate cost of this work is likely to range from around 

£50 to £150. 

  

Chicane (memorial site) – Sign Declutter 

•         The northbound ‘road narrows’ warning sign can be removed entirely. The 

approximate cost of this work is around £200. 

•          The priority signing can be reviewed with a view to minimising the sign sizes and 

placing them within the build out features rather than in the verge. The sign can be placed to 

be behind the planters on a drivers approach. The approximate cost of this work is around 

£850. 

•         The marked exit tapers from the build out features of the chicane could be re-marked 

to indicate a running lane through the chicane. This could be as simple as an edge line or an 

increased area of hatching. The approximate cost of this work is likely to range from around 

£50 to £150. 

  

Sherfield Road, at Bow Bridge – There is already a combination of highly visible 30mph 

signs combined with a village name and imprint surfacing. Road markings are difficult to 

apply to this type of surface. There are limited options to further enhance this site. 
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Appendix D 

VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 13TH FEBRUARY 2017 
 
 
We had a very successful Barn Dance on 28th January. 
 
A meeting with a contractor to discuss further general maintenance works to the 
outside and grounds has been arranged. 
 
A meeting with a contractor to measure up for new blinds to the rear windows of the 
Liddell Hall has been arranged. 
 
A representative from Rainbow Windows did not turn up for his appointment to 
measure up for the remaining replacement windows in the Caretaker’s Cottage and 
in Cottage No 2, so another meeting is to be arranged. 
 
Marginally increased hiring rates were agreed and all users are being informed of the 
new rates, which take effect in October. 
 
Market rental values are to be researched with a view to increasing the rent for 
Cottage No 2, as this has not been increased for about 5 years. 
 
Next meeting is next Monday 


