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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AND LEISURE AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 7.30 PM ON WEDNESDAY 22 March 2017 

 
 

 In Attendance Apologies Absent 

Cllr Attwood (Chairman)     

Cllr Batting     

Cllr Effiong     

Cllr Gaiger     

Cllr Johnston     

Cllr Neale     

Cllr Rowland     

 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk), Bob Weller (Sherfield Allotment Association), Fred Berntsen (Loddon 
Sports)and 7 members of the public. 
 
170338 To receive any Apologies for absence 

Steve Dummer (Cricket Club) sent apologies. 
 

170339 To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest 
No declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest were received. 
 

170340 To approve the minutes of meeting held on 25 January 2017 
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities 
Committee meeting held on 25 January 2017 as a true record of the meeting.  The 
minutes were signed. 
 

170341 Public participation 
Standing Orders were suspended. 
A member of the public asked about the proposed felling of the chestnut tree on 
Bramley Road and expressed concerns about the timing of this work due to the 
chance of nesting birds.  This was to be addressed under Item 170345. 
Standing Orders were resumed. 
 

170342 To receive a report from Loddon Sports 
Fred Berntsen reported that moles were not causing any problems on the pitch area, 
but they were active near the BMX track.  Clerk to check with the mole control 
contractor. 
Fred asked about Parish Council support in applying for funding for pitch 
improvements from the Hampshire Football Association.  Cllr Attwood had yet to 
meet with Fred.  Cllr Attwood asked Fred to provide a letter outlining the football 
club’s requirements.  The Clerk gave a copy of the application form to Cllr Attwood. 
 

170343 To receive a report from Sherfield Cricket Club 
There was no representative from the Cricket Club and no report had been provided.  
Cllr Rowland and the Clerk had met Steve Dummer and Chris Swift during February. 
Cllr Neale commented that the chicken wire was still in the ditch, he was also 
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concerned that grass cuttings had been left.  Cllr Johnston would speak to the Cricket 
Club about tidying up. 
 

170344 To receive a report from Sherfield Allotment Group 
Mr Weller’s report is attached as Appendix A. 
 

170345 To consider the quotations received for felling the chestnut tree on Bramley Road 
and make a recommendation 
Cllr Attwood proposed that the quotation from Foremost Treesurgeons Ltd for 
£750.00 (ex VAT) should be recommended for acceptance and this was seconded by 
Cllr Batting.  All councillors voted in favour.  The contractor who had quoted a lower 
price had not provided documentation of his current public liability cover. 
It was noted that, if the work commenced after the end of March, a risk assessment 
of nesting birds would be required.  Clerk to contact Foremost to book in the work. 
  

170346 To consider the quotations received for an on-ground survey of the horse chestnut 
avenue and make a recommendation 
There was a discussion of whether a survey of the trees was required at present.  
Historic surveys were mentioned which the Clerk and Cllr Batting would try to locate. 
Cllr Attwood proposed recommending acceptance of the quotation from Foremost 
Treesurgeons Ltd at a cost of £565 (ex VAT), seconded by Cllr Rowland.  This was 
agreed unanimously.  Clerk to check that a map would be provided with the report 
and offer copies of historic background information.  Clerk to ask whether the Parish 
Council tree wardens could be present. 
 

170347 To consider the quotations received for installing trip rail fencing on the Village 
Green as specified in relation to traveller defences and make a recommendation 
There was a brief discussion of whether the trip rail fence was still required in 
addition to the newly planted hedging. 
On a proposal by Cllr Rowland, seconded by Cllr Gaiger it was AGREED to recommend 
acceptance of the quotation from the Bulpitt Brothers to install the trip rail fence at a 
cost of £1500.  Agreed by a majority of 5 in favour and 1 against. 
 

170348 To consider the quotations received for the annual grass-cutting and maintenance 
of the Village Green and make a recommendation 
A quotation had been provided by the Parish Council’s current contractor for the 
annual grass-cutting and maintenance of the Village Green.  On a proposal by Cllr 
Attwood, seconded by Cllr Effiong it was unanimously AGREED to recommend 
continuing the contract with the Bulpitt Brothers for the works specified in their 
quotation dated 5 December 2017 (see Appendix B). 
 

170349 To consider quotations received for painting play equipment and make a 
recommendation 
It was decided to defer a decision as some of the painting might be carried out by 
volunteers. 
 

170350 To discuss purchasing a lock for the old football pavilion and make a 
recommendation 
On a proposal by Cllr Attwood, seconded by Cllr Effiong, it was AGREED to 
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recommend the purchase of a lock for the old football pavilion. 
 

170351 To discuss installing a secure key store for an emergency set of keys for the height 
barriers 
It was suggested that a key store could be welded to the height barrier.  Cllr Gaiger 
would investigate. 
 

170352 To discuss holding the annual allotment competition and to make a 
recommendation 
On a proposal by Cllr Batting, seconded by Cllr Rowland, it was AGREED that 
arrangements should be made for the annual allotment competition with anticipated 
costs of around £90.  As the Allotment Manager did not wish to undertake the 
arrangements, it was agreed that the Clerk should do so. 
 

170353 To consider and agree the nomination of a representative of the Village Green 
volunteers to the Village Green and Leisure Facilities Committee 
Cllr Attwood proposed that Mrs Pamela Darker should be the representative of the 
Village Green volunteers reporting to the Village Green and Leisure Facilities 
Committee.  This was seconded by Cllr Rowland and agreed.  Mrs Darker accepted the 
nomination. 
 

170354 To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 24 May 2017 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 24 May 2017, subject to 
no change in the days of regular meetings being agreed in the interim. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 
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APPENDIX A 

Allotment Report March 2017 

The allotment holders have made good use of the chippings from the work on the village 
green, thanks again to John Attwood for organising this. 

I carried out a survey of Plot holder deposits all but a few responded, I forwarded the 
information to the clerk. I am now awaiting a copy of a complete break down of deposit 
history from the Clerk. 

The allotments had another waste collection from Ian Welch, so thank you to the PC for 
that, it was very helpful and cleared away a great deal of waste. 

An allotment holder was caught fly tipping on the allotments which included a car wheel 
and tyre this was reported to the Parish Council. 

Work will soon begin on project 39 which is a communal plot aimed at easier gardening, to 
increase the availability of allotments to a wider range of people. 

The allotments still have an empty waiting list, with one plot available, which can be divided 
into two ¼ plots if necessary. 
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APPENDIX B 

Quotation from Bulpitt Brothers of Bramley dated 05.12.2016 

Maintenance work for the year 2017 

To cut the green 3 times and cut the ditches at the 1st and 2nd cuts.  On the 2nd cut an area of 
the green to be left, the approximate area is marked in green on the attached sketch map.
        Cost: £3135 

Cleaning ditch along Bramley Road of leaves   Cost: £500 

Clearing leaves along Bramley Road    Cost: £110 

Cutting hedge at car park and footpath   Cost: £394 

Cutting hedge around war memorial x 2   Cost: £310 

Cutting pond area      Cost: £40 per cut 

Cutting cricket pitch      Cost: £45 per cut 

Cutting football pitches     Cost: £68 per cut 

 

 


