
 SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL            
 

MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AND LEISURE FACILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN 
THE LIDDELL HALL AT 7.30 PM ON 

 TUESDAY 26th March 2019 
 

 In Attendance Apologies Absent 

Cllr Attwood (Chairman) ✓    

Cllr Batting ✓    

Cllr Darker ✓    

Cllr Effiong ✓    

Cllr Gaiger ✓    

Cllr Morgan ✓    

Cllr Neale ✓    

Cllr Rowland ✓    

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Karen Ross (Clerk), Jamie Pretsell  (Sherfield Cricket Club), Bob Weller (Sherfield Allotment 
Association), Fred Berntsen (Loddon Sports FC) Pamela Darker (Village Green Volunteers) 
and 8 members of the public. 
 
190316 To receive and accept apologies for absence 

All Parish Councillors were in attendance. Graham Hill – Sherfield Cricket Club sent his 
apologises in advance. 
 

190317 To receive declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on this 
agenda 
There were no declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on this 
agenda RECEIVED 
 

190318 To approve the minutes of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities meetings held on 
 22nd January 2019 
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd  January 2019 were APPROVED  
as a correct record of the meeting 
 

190319 Public participation standing orders will be suspended for this item 
A member of the public thanked the Village Green Volunteers for all their hard work on 
the Green.  
 

190320 To consider and receive an update on any matters arising not covered on the agenda 
elsewhere 
There were no matters arising  
 

190321 To receive a report from Loddon Sports 
The verbal from Loddon Sports was RECEIVED 
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190322 To receive a report from Sherfield Cricket Club 
The verbal report from Sherfield Cricket Club was RECEIVED 
 

190323 To receive a report from Sherfield Allotment Association 
The report from the Sherfield Allotment Association was RECEIVED and can be found as 
Appendix A 
The proposal for the changes to the Allotment Competition were APPROVED 
 

190324 To receive report and consider any recommendations from the  Village Green Volunteers 
The report from the Village Green Volunteers was RECEIVED 
The report can be found as Appendix B 
The following recommendations were APPROVED for ratification by the Parish Council at 
the April Parish Council meeting. 

• To purchase 8 or 9 new privet plants to improve the hedge behind the War 
Memorial. 

• To request the Parish Council  purchase Round-up to suppress the emerging 
 withies in the Spring.  

• To request the Parish Council ask BDBC to survey the surface of the Tennis Court.   
 
The Pond dipping report was NOTED and can be found as Appendix C 
 

190325 To consider correspondence from Residents regarding Village Green Maintenance  
It was confirmed that over 2000 hours work have taken place with over 40 Volunteers and 
they have saved the Parish Council a vast sum of money, however the Health and safety of 
those using the Green is of greater importance. 
The Green has not been maintained for many years. There was extreme damage around 
the Glade which was due to the storms and snow. The only Trees that have been felled 
have been Willows (Crack and Goat). 
It was hoped that more people would get involved especially those residents who have a 
specialist knowledge of wildlife or ecology. 
Consultations have previously taken place with very little response. 
It was agreed to respond to the correspondence. 
 

190326 To consider correspondence from resident regarding Dog fouling 
The correspondence was NOTED. It was noted that the Parish Council do have a duty of 
care of all users and the action taken so far is part of that process. 
Cllr Rowland updated the meeting on Basingstoke and Deane’s consultation confirming 
that patrols have taken place and people spoken to. 
Cllrs Gaiger and Effiong have done ‘Dog fouling patrols’. They collected 2 dog foulings, so 
there appears to be a reduction during the trial period of ‘Dogs on a lead whilst on the 
Football pitches. 
It was agreed that  the patrols would continue and that this item would be included in the 
Loddon Link. 
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190327 To consider request from Daneshill School to hire the Cricket pitch and Pavilion 
It was agreed to allow Daneshill School to hire the Cricket pitch and Pavilion. 
The Cricket Club would need to liaise with Daneshill School over any costs incurred due to 
the maintenance of the Cricket pitch. 
The costs will be pro rota based on the Cricket Licence. Proposed by Cllr Rowland and 
seconded by Cllr Effiong. All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.  
 

190328 To consider applying for ‘free trees for communities’ and the purchase of Native Trees 
It was 
RESOLVED 
to apply for 105 pack ‘free trees for Communities’ and allocate  £2,000 to the purchase and  
planting of native trees o the Green  Proposed by Cllr Darker and seconded by Cllr Rowland. 
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution. 
Cllr Rowland offered Oak Trees for relocating on the Green. 
 

190329 To consider items for the Lengthsman  
The following items were APPROVED for the Lengthsman to carry out using the 
Lengthsman fund 
1. Clear the gulley's into the ditches from the road, from the shop down to the cattery.  
2. Clear the grass overgrowing the pavement, that goes to the crossing point over the A33 
behind house 28. 
3. To clear the Gully by Greenway. 
 

190330 To approve the expenditure of £2,800 from Parish Council funds towards the 
refurbishment of the Cricket Pavilion 
Cllr Rowland explained that only £3,200 in section 106 funds have been released  by 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and therefore there was a shortfall of £2,800 . 
It was 
APPROVED 
to transfer £2,800 from general reserves to the Cricket Pavilion refurbishment project . 
Proposed by Cllr Rowland and  Seconded by Cllr Effiong. All members voted unanimously to 
accept this resolution. 
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution. 
It was  
RESOLVED 
that a hard standing in front of the Cricket Pavilion be installed at a cost of £500. 
Proposed by Cllr Darker and seconded by Cllr Darker 
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolutions. 
 

190331 To discuss parking issues behind the Garage  
Cllr Attwood explained that he has received several complaints over the parking of cars 
that are not MOTd, Taxed or damaged. It was agreed to write to  those renting the facility 
explaining the guidelines on what they can do and don’t do on the Village Green. 
 

190332 To note the date of the next meeting 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed at 28th May.  

 
There being no other business the meeting closed at  9.20pm 
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Appendix A 
Sherfield On Loddon Allotments Report to the VGLF Meeting March 2019.3.20 
 
All allotment plots are let at present and there are three people on the waiting list all from 
outside the parish. 
 
I have submitted a proposal for changes to the best allotment competition as discussed at a 
previous VGLF meeting and the judging criteria.( see separate documents ). 
 
There is an issue with a fruit tree over hanging the fence line and into a resident garden. JA 
and myself will arrange to visit the resident to assess the situation.   
 
The allotment social has taken place on the 23rd March. 
 
I have contacted a couple of new tenants just to check everything is going ok as they have 
not been onto the allotments for a while. I will continue to monitor the situation. 
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Appendix B 
Report by VGVs to the VG&LF Committee of the Parish Council   26 March 2019 
 
The Report from the meeting of the VGVs 5 February 2019 has already been submitted. 
Report from the meeting of the VGVs 5 March 2019 
Work carried out in February/March 

• The snow and then freeze at the beginning of the month and subsequent strong 

winds had caused extensive damage to the crack willows in the Glade, on Cross Ditch 

and in other areas.  Cutting these back to make them safe and burning the wood, 

was taking a lot of hours and was still not finished. 

• The new notice board for the Burial Ground was installed.  

• The saplings in the pygmy gorse near Greenway were removed. 

• More work preparing the area besides the Community Pavilion for the new storage 

building. 

Future work proposed 

• Continue emergency work on the damaged crack willows. 

• Start work in the area between Loddon Sports Pavilion and Poplar Close 

PD was asked to laminate several copies of the NoI to put on the noticeboard and in 

the area of work. 

• Improving the Community Pavilion. 

Saturday afternoon sessions will start again on 13th April.  2.30pm at the War Memorial.  
Planting some wild flowers (verbascum and alcinet) and improving the Car Park are the first 
tasks. 
PROPOSALS for the Parish Council and VG&LF Committees 
1 8 or 9 new privet plants to improve the hedge behind the War Memorial. 
2 Replacement trees for the Green.  Investigate the Woodland Trust offers.  There is a 

preference for native species and those suitable for wet areas.  Could ask for 
suggestions of species and locations from residents. 

3 Update risk assessments for the VGVs. 
4 A report about the work of the VGVs to make clear the work they are doing on the 

Green. Stress that it only does necessary work on damaged and broken trees, those 
which pose a  threat to anyone walking on the Green, and to improve and enhance 
the access for visitors to enable them enjoy the whole area.  

5 Ask the PC for funding to replace a section of the post and rail at the end of 
Plantation road (running east/west) with a lockable barrier to enable vehicles to 
access the Pavilion and Storage buildings. 

Proposals from the Report submitted in February: 
1 1 new Trail: Spring Flowers.  Request approval from the Parish Council and 

agreement to pay for  printing.  (attached) 
2 Request the Parish Council to pay for Round-up to suppress the emerging withies in 

the Spring. (The action was recommended by HIWWT and approved by the PC in 
2018) 

3 Request the Parish Council to ask BDBC to survey the surface of the Tennis Court.  It 
is showing signs of wear with more weeds breaking through the surface, which the 
VGVs dealt with last year.   

4 Suggestion to the Parish Council to print A5 flyers exhorting dog owners to clean up 
after their animals, especially on the Sports areas.  These could be distributed locally 
and at Village events,  such as the Fete. 



 SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL            
 

Appendix C 
Report on pond dipping for the VGLF committee  
Conducted by Anna Scott and Pamela Darker on 10 MARCH 2019 
 
The following freshwater creatures were identified: 
 
Jubilee Pond              Water Snail 
   Water mites 
   Beetle larvae 
   Daphnias  (water flea) 

Springtails 
   Freshwater Shrimp   

Larvae or shrimp with an orange body and blue forked tail  
Golden Pond              Lots of frog spawn 

Beetle larvae 
   Freshwater Shrimp – 2 sorts.  1 grey and 1 pink 
   Hairworm 

Springtails 
   Fleas 
   Worms 
Horse Pond  Daphnia 
   Transparent worms and tiny larvae  
 
Conclusions 
There was plenty of clear water in each pond.  It was possible to see beneath the surfaces.  
Despite the time of year, there were many signs of life although most is microscopic and 
hard to identify.  Even Horse Pond had some this year. 
Freshwater shrimp is an indication that the water is less polluted.   
The frog spawn has been reported to the Freshwater Habitats Trust PondNet Spawn Survey 
2019  
We will repeat the Dipping in the Spring and following seasons. 
 


