SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AND LEISURE FACILITIES COMMITTEE HELD IN
THE LIDDELL HALL AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 27 JUNE 2017

In Attendance Apologies Absent

Clir Attwood (Chairman)
Clir Batting
Clir Effiong
Cllr Gaiger
Cllr Johnston v
Cllr Neale v
Clir Rowland

ANANANEN

«

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:
Catherine Ryle (Clerk), Bob Weller (Sherfield Allotment Association), Pamela Darker (Village Green
volunteers) and 5 members of the public.

170627 To receive Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from ClIr Neale (business commitment) and CllIr Johnston
and were accepted.

170628 To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
No declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest were received.

170629 To approve the minutes of meeting held on 24 May 2017
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Village Green and Leisure Facilities
Committee meeting held on 24 May 2017 as a true record of the meeting. The
minutes were signed.

170630 Public participation
Standing Orders were suspended. It was reported that a resident had suggested the
Parish Council consider providing a surfaced path around the Jubilee oak following
the proposed removal of the bench.
Standing Orders were resumed.

170631 To receive a report from Loddon Sports
No report had been received as Fred Berntsen had been on holiday. The Clerk had
received the completed form to be submitted to the Hampshire FA to request advice
on pitch improvements.

170632 To receive a report from Sherfield Cricket Club
The previously circulated report (Appendix A) was NOTED.

170633 To receive and discuss the report from Sherfield Allotment Group (previously
circulated)
The previously circulated report (Appendix B) was NOTED.
Clir Rowland proposed that allotment deposits which had been paid above the new
rate of £25 should be refunded to tenants based on the list of deposits produced by
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the Clerk. Cllr Rowland explained that this would mean that all tenants had paid the
same, although there would be no requirement for those who had not paid any
deposit to do so. The Clerk reminded councillors that the internal auditor had
included comments on allotment deposits in her report.

Clir Rowland proposed that a list of the refunds to be made should be drawn up for
approval by Full Council and that refunds should be deducted from the next year’s
rental invoice except in cases where the refund would be more than £10 and these
would be made by cheque. The Clerk advised that she was not satisfied that this
process would give a clear audit trail in the accounts as there would be no separation
of income and payments. Clir Rowland insisted that the process would provide an
audit trail and councillors agreed to RECOMMEND the proposal to Full Council.

The report had raised the issue of rats at the allotments. This would be considered
under Item 170642. Clir Batting explained that tenants with chickens on their plots
were required in the tenancy agreement to put out bait on a regular basis.

To confirm permission for sheds and greenhouses on the plots identified

Mr Weller had received applications for the erection of three greenhouses and one
shed at the allotments. The greenhouses were for plots 1, 7 and 41B and plot 41B
had also applied for a shed. Councillors confirmed their permission for these
structures.

To consider the draft allotment application form (previously circulated)

The Clerk advised that the application form should include a Data Protection
statement. The Clerk would reproduce the document with the Parish Council logo
and Cllr Rowland would advise on a Data Protection statement. Once approved, the
document would be published on the Parish Council website.

To consider the draft ‘relinquishment of allotment form’ (previously circulated)

The Clerk advised that the tenancy is with the Parish Council and tenants are obliged
to inform the Parish Council in writing of their intention to give notice. There was a
brief discussion.

Cllr Attwood proposed that the draft should be RECOMMENDED for acceptance and
this was agreed, with the requirement that original signed forms would be forwarded
to the Clerk for retention in the Parish records. It was suggested that a note should
be made of the state of the plot being given up and a photograph should be taken —
this would be helpful in assessing whether any work was required before re-letting.

To receive a report from the Village Green volunteers (previously circulated)
The previously circulated report (Appendix C) was NOTED. Mrs Darker was invited to
comment and she said that Centre Ditch was still being cleared.

To discuss the draft paper on tasks for the Village Green volunteers (previously
circulated) and consider further action

The draft paper (Appendix D) produced by Mr Darker was NOTED and discussed. This
paper had been produced outside the Parish Council and had been discussed at a
meeting of the Village Green volunteers where several parish councillors were
present.

Clir Gaiger advised that he had recovered and was now able to start a programme of
weed spraying. He did not think it was necessary to train a further person for a
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number of reasons. Cllr Attwood said that Clir Gaiger’s qualification enabled him to
supervise another person to carry out spraying. Requirement for further knapsack
spray training was not identified.

The Clerk advised that several of the items were already being considered by the
Parish Council or were part of planned work schedules.

The Clerk would check whether the path near the old football pavilion was included in
the Bulpitt’s contract and would seek prices for cutting the vegetation on Goddards
Lane near the tennis courts.

It was agreed that the Parish Council should have advance notice of the work the
volunteers planned to carry out and that a monthly plan should be submitted to the
Village Green and Leisure Facilities committee for agreement. The suggested
monetary value for funding the volunteers’ equipment should be omitted from the
document. It was RECOMMENDED that the paper should go to Full Council for
agreement.

To consider the draft protocol for emergency tree work (previously circulated)

Clir Attwood had spoken to Foremost and had obtained a quotation for the
emergency service they could offer. The draft was discussed. ClIr Batting said that a
contact number for Hampshire Highways should be included as some trees were on
their land. The Clerk advised that other companies should be approached and that
the draft document should be checked to ensure that arrangements for delegation
and placing orders were legal and in accordance with the Financial Regulations.

Clir Attwood proposed that a protocol for emergency tree work should be
RECOMMENDED to Full Council. This was seconded by Clir Rowland. The Clerk
would check the legal implications and recommend amendments if required.

To receive the Tree Warden’s comments (previously circulated) on Foremost’s
report on suggested work to the tree avenue on Bramley Road and consider the
Parish Council’s plans

Clir Rowland explained that parish council would be considering plans for Bramley
Road tree avenue at the workshop in August and would then advise residents of
plans, so that they could comments. Standing Orders were suspended to enable ClIr
Darker (not a member of this committee) to speak. Preparation was needed to
enable works to be carried out during the winter season. There was a discussion of
how to obtain quotations. Clir Rowland proposed that Foremost Treesurgeon’s
report should be used as a basis for this and that Foremost should be informed that
this was the parish council’s intention. This was agreed. Clerk to write to Foremost.
Standing Orders were resumed.

To consider adding cutting of the footpath from Northfield Road to Reading Road to
the annual maintenance programme and make a recommendation (JA)

It was agreed that cutting the vegetation along this footpath should be added to the
annual maintenance programme for the next year, with the frequency of cutting to
be determined.

To discuss the removal of rodents at the pond area and allotments and make a
recommendation (JA)

It had been reported that there were increased sightings of rats around the ponds
and they were also present at the allotments. It was acknowledged that it was
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difficult to remove the food source which sustained them. The Clerk had sought
advice from Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and had spoken to a pest
controller. Cllr Gaiger would give the Clerk details of an alternative pest controller
who would be asked to assess the ponds and allotments and recommend a suitable
treatment regime. Bob Weller to liaise with regard to the allotments.

To consider purchase of pond-dipping kits for the ‘pond champions’ and make a
recommendation

It was explained that the kit would be used by the ‘pond champions’ for surveying the
flora and fauna of the Village Green ponds. One kit would be shared. It was agreed
that the Clerk would let Anna Scott know that she would be reimbursed for one kit at
a cost of £18.50 plus delivery.

To discuss first aid training for various group activities and make a recommendation
that two volunteers are trained (JA)

Since ClIr Attwood had raised this matter in a previous meeting, the Clerk had
researched prices for equivalent training. She advised that CITP’s offer appeared to
be the cheapest. Cllr Attwood said that First Aid kits were likely to be donated. Clir
Attwood proposed that the Parish Council should pay for two named volunteers to
receive First Aid training at a cost of £75 each. The reasoning being that volunteers at
the allotments and on the village green regularly used tools. It was agreed to
RECOMMEND this proposal to Full Council.

To make a recommendation on the replacement of the swing chains at the play area
The Clerk had been informed that two sets of swing chains needed to be replaced and
that the original quotation had been for only one set. On a proposal by ClIr Batting, it
was agreed to RECOMMEND acceptance of the quotation from Richard Randall to
replace the two sets at a cost of £240plus VAT.

To consider and make a recommendation on remedying the damaged nets at the
play area

The Clerk advised that, following the recent work carried out by Cllr Attwood, this
item no longer appeared on the weekly inspection report. It was agreed that the nets
should be monitored and any advice in future safety reports should be considered
promptly.

To consider including an action page in the minutes to track tasks (JA)

Clir Attwood’s suggestion was discussed. It was agreed that, for a trial period, the
Clerk would draw up an action sheet with tasks from the meeting and that the
committee chairman would chase up individuals.

To confirm the date of the next meeting as Tuesday 25 July 2017
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 25 July 2017.

The meeting closed at 8.54 pm.
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APPENDIX A
Sherfield on Loddon Cricket Club Report — June 2017

We are now approaching the middle weekend of our season, though there have been few
games at Sherfield this season we have still been busy.

On the cricket side we are holding our heads above water, winning the odd game here and
there.

On the pavilion and ground side it has been a hive of activity, the works the Parish Council
requested on the painting of the pavilion was sourced, quoted and carried out. Hopefully
this meets with the approval of all local residents. The showers finally have been completed
and used, though there was an issue after the last game (Saturday 17t June) when the hot
water stopped being hot!! Hopefully this has now been rectified as Tommy Puddle was cc’d
into the response to our email from Venetia.

We have just purchased a much needed new mower to cut the square as the old mower has
now gone to mower heaven.

It is not long since our last report so that is all we have to report at this time.
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APPENDIX B
Sherfield Allotment Association Report - 27 June 2017

1. Plot 41B has been vacated on the 31° May and re let from the 1% June to Nicky & Dean
Oakley.

2. Pascal Hammersley deposit to be returned of £50.
3. Arat issue appears to be growing at the allotments along the length of the allotments
from plot 50 downwards. As there is also a rat problem around the pond area could a pest

controller include the allotments if one is used.

4. New and up dated allotment application forms, with a plot relinquishing form both to be
available on the web site for down loading and filling out etc.

5. Can the clerk provide an up date on the agreed refund of deposits above £25. As agreed
at the March working party meeting small refunds would be discounted from the tenants
Oct invoice. And when all other larger refunds will be completed.

6.1 have given permission for 3 green houses and 2 sheds to be erected.

7. The Allotment Association held there first ever fete stall which was a great success.

8. We have begun cleaning out the water tanks as some have accumulated a lot of mud in
the bottom of the tank. This will be completed over the summer hopefully.

9. | have passed on photos of the area inside bow Gardens where it is planned to plant hazel
trees along the fence line. To The tree warden John Darker.
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APPENDIX C

Report of Village Green Volunteers - 27 June 2017

The first meeting since February of the Village Green Volunteers Group took place at the beginning
of June. John Darker has taken over the organising of this from Bruce Batting who still remains
involved.

At this meeting, the group discussed the proposed Forward Planning document by John Darker. This
has now been forwarded to the VG & LF Committee for them to recommend to the Parish Council.

The group also considered the report on the Bramley Road Chestnut trees written by John Darker
(Tree Warden) following the survey by Foremost. They were all in favour of the proposals. This has
also been forwarded to the VG & LF Committee.

Most of the volunteer work this month has been clearing the scrub and overhanging willow tree
branches on the west side of Centre Ditch. As well as extending the cricket field by several yards,
some fine species trees have been revealed. The issue of the grass cuttings deposited in the scrub in
front of the ditch is being addressed by the Parish Council.

The bed round the War Memorial has benefited from clearing and planting of marigolds donated by
Wyevale Garden Centre.

After the recent strong winds, a large willow behind Jubilee Pond was blown over, blocking the path.
This and another fallen tree to the side of the road leading to the Plantation were dealt with within
24 hours by the chain-saw trained volunteers and helpers.

Andy Morgan and Eleanor Burt offered to clear the overgrown verges along the path between the
Old Reading Road and Northfield Avenue. This has now been done.

It was agreed to ask the Parish Council to add this task to the grass cutting schedule by the
contractors from next year to be done three times a year.

Pamela Darker
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APPENDIX D

Village Green Forward Planning

In considering our future work, we should bear in mind that we are all volunteers with many
commitments and most of us are of an age when such continued hard work can be a strain.
We should avoid trying to do too much.

The VGVs request that the Parish Council:

1) Set aside an annual sum of at least £1,000 to pay for necessary equipment and
repairs and to reimburse volunteers for incidental costs — receipts must be presented- such
as replacement chains, oil, petrol and safety equipment and Pond survey equipment.

2) Pay for regular training, safety equipment and appropriate insurance for volunteers.
Volunteers should comply with insurance company requirements.
3) Establish a protocol for dealing with emergency tree works.

We should be prepared to consider when and where specialist contractors should be used to
avoid setting ourselves an undue burden. This issue should be kept under review in
conjunction with the Parish Council.

The Parish Council should support and celebrate the work of volunteers and consider
entering the Village Green for environmental awards. This will incentivise the response of
volunteers.

Tasks for Summer 2017
1) Continue to clear Centre Ditch of
a) Broken down willows and dangerous branches which are encroaching on the cricket field;
b) Clear brambles and nettles to allow proper drainage;
c¢) Clear grass cuttings left by cricket club from previous seasons.
Grass cuttings from the current season to be subject of an agreement between the Parish
Council and Cricket Club.
d) Clear the up path across the bridge when required.
2) Strim round dragons’ teeth and strim nettles in cleared area off the glade.
3) Water spring planting if excessively dry.
4) Remove broken down willows from in front of the Plantation. A Contractor would be
required to do this.
The Bartrums have offered to fund replacements.
5) Dismantle and re-locate bench round Jubilee Tree to round the stump of beech tree
by the War Memorial.
6) Address the issue of the Bramley Road Trees — some tasks to be carried out by
contractors. (see separate paper.)
Advice to be sought from the Forestry Commission and Woodland Trust regarding
replacement trees.
7) Establish a rat/rabbit reduction campaign.
A specialist Contractor would be required for this work.
Proposal for signs telling people not to feed the rats/ducks.
8) Clear weeds/nettles/brambles round Tennis courts.
9) Clearance of path between Old Reading and Northfield roads. Has been done by a
volunteer in recent and the current years.
Request the PC to add it to the schedule from next year for the VG grass cutting contractors
three times per year in conjunction with cutting of the VG.
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10) Clear undergrowth and remove fallen branches in small copse near gorse bushes,

north of Plantation Road and east of centre ditch.

11) Car Park: Weed, tidy and remove broken and deadwood from trees.
Ascertain from the PC who cuts the grass and hedges.
12) Track from Goddards Lane to Greenway: Cut back branches and clear deadwood

overhanging the track.

Tasks for Autumn

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)
6)

7

8)
9)

Clear further areas of the Glade of brambles/nettles.

Clear additional broken branches in the Glade.

Clear fallen branches, undergrowth from copse adjacent to the football field behind
the Village Hall.

Clear fallen branches/undergrowth in copse behind Playground. Raise the canopy.
Clear undergrowth and fallen branches behind junior football pavilion

Examine trees along concrete path and carry out survey. Remove damaged trees
and replace with suitable alternatives. Tree wardens to co-ordinate and advise
generally on tree planting elsewhere on the Green. Mark trees that need attention or
felling now while leaves are still present.

Oaks on Middle Green need crowns lifting for mowing leaving a circle of longer grass
round the trunks as advised by H&IOWWT

Clear debris round Horsepond.

Continue to replace or refurbish benches.

PC explore the possibility of grants.
10) Examine potential for further tree planting with native trees suited to local conditions.
11) Part clear duck island in Jubilee Pond. This task to be carried out over 2 years; half

each year as per expert advice.

12) Start digging up nettles to reduce incidence where spraying is not appropriate.

13) Ditch clearance -specialist contractor. PC responsibility.

14) War Memorial - Weed and replant beds.

15) Planters by Ponds-weed and replant. Not VGVs for safety reasons.

16) Review requirements to cut back and raise crowns of trees and willows in vicinity of

Jubilee Oak.

Allotments
Proposal to plant screening hedge of Hazel trees which will provide a sustainable and low-
cost source of pea sticks and enhance the flora and fauna of the environment.

Regular maintenance tasks

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7
8)
9)

Pruning and Trimming of the hedgerow harvest hedges - twice a year.
Prune and trim the new hedging along Goddards Lane.

Strimming of dragon’s teeth -twice a year.

BMX Track: strimming and spraying

Strimming round the Jubilee pond race - three times a year.

Clearing of paths in pond areas of excess plant growth.

Spray nettles to reduce growth, avoiding pond and watercourse areas.
Removal of Ragwort when identified.

Tidy round and trim back in Car Park.

10) Keep all ditches clear of overhanging branches.
11) Keep brambles in check in all areas.
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NB. Incidences of broken, split, dead and fallen branches should be dealt with on health and
safety grounds as soon as they become apparent. — giving notice to the Chair of the Parish
Council and the Clerk of work carried out. ClIr Attwood to co-ordinate response.

Separate protocol for dealing with emergency tree works to be drawn up by JD and
presented to Parish Council.

Summary of Requests and Proposals for the Parish Council

1) Establish a protocol for dealing with emergency tree works. (Proposal submitted in a
separate document)

2) Pay for regular training, safety equipment and insurance.

3) A fund for repair, maintenance of equipment, replacement when necessary, spare
parts, oil, fuel etc.

4) Consider Report submitted on the Bramley Road Tree Survey.

5) Deal with rat/rabbit menace. Signs telling people not to feed the rats/ducks.

6) Add the cutting of the area between Old Reading Road and Northfield to the grass
cutting contractors schedule twice a year from next year. (Being done by volunteers this
year.)

7 Ask the PC to provide a copy of the schedule of grass cutting, ditch clearing by the
village green contractors. Also clarify which areas are cut by HCC.

8) Explore the possibility of a back-up knapsack sprayer.

9) Rejuvenation of the Planters by the Ponds

10)  Agree with the Cricket Club the disposal of the grass cuttings.

John Darker
On behalf of the Village Green Volunteers Group
12/6/17



