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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BURIAL GROUND COMMITTEE 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2017 AT 7.00 PM IN THE LIDDELL HALL 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS  

 In Attendance Apologies Absent 

Cllr Attwood      

Cllr Batting     

Cllr Dodd     

Cllr Effiong     

Cllr Gaiger     

Cllr Johnston     

Cllr Neale     

Cllr Rowland (Chairman)     

 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Catherine Ryle (Clerk) and 2 members of the public. 
The start of the meeting was delayed due to the late arrival of some councillors. 
 
170228 To receive and accept apologies for absence 

Apologies were received an accepted from Cllr Rowland.  It was understood that Cllr Dodd was 
unwell.  During the meeting apologies were received from Cllr Batting. 
 

170229 To receive declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on this agenda 
No declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest were made. 
 

170230 To approve the minutes of the burial ground  meeting held on 25 January 2017 
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Burial Ground Committee meeting held on 25 
January 2017 as a true record of the meeting.  The minutes were signed. 
 

170231 Public participation 

Standing Orders were suspended.  No members of the public wished to raise any issues.  

Standing Orders were resumed. 
 

170232 To receive update on arrangements to secure access for landscaping machinery 
The Clerk explained that further information from Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
(BDBC) was awaited. 

  
170233 To receive a report on the meeting with St Leonard’s PCC (Parochial Church Council) on access 

across the church graveyard and make a recommendation 
Cllr Neale read out Cllr Rowland’s report (see Appendix 1) on the meeting with the PCC on  
13 February 2017.  Cllrs Rowland, Neale and Attwood had attended the meeting.  
 
Cllr Neale reported that the PCC had asked the Parish Council to write to the owner of Sherfield 
Court requesting access through the woodland to the burial ground.  The PCC indicated that this 
would support their application for a faculty to formalise the pathway through the churchyard. 
 
Cllr Johnston arrived at 7.30 pm.  He confirmed that he had no Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.  
He re-stated Cllr Batting’s apologies which had also been received electronically. 
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Cllr Attwood  explained that he would like the Parish Council to require all funeral directors to 
use a grave digger chosen by the Parish Council and that this was favoured by the Parochial 
Church Council.  The Clerk stated that the accepted procedure was for the funeral directors to 
make arrangements for the grave digger and that it was often the same person who covered the 
local area. 
 
Cllr Attwood suggested that a Burial Manager should be appointed to manage the burial ground, 
check tidiness and mark grave positions.  The Clerk pointed out that she was currently 
responsible and had undertaken the appropriate training, which was a requirement for the role.  
The suggestion was discussed. 
 
Cllr Neale invited a member of the public to explain the meaning of a ‘faculty’ as mentioned by 
the PCC.  The resident indicated that there were restrictions on alterations in closed churchyards.  
The Clerk would check the relevant regulations. 
 
The PCC agreed in principal to a path across the churchyard, but had raised a query about the 
route, suggesting that a more direct path from the church door would be simpler for pall bearers. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr Attwood, seconded by Cllr Gaiger, it was AGREED to recommend that 
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council would require funeral directors to use one grave digger 
specified by the Parish Council.  The Clerk would approach funeral directors and St Leonard’s 
church to find out which grave diggers they use. 
 

170234 To receive an update on the burial ground improvement project, consider quotations received 
and make a recommendation 
Copies of the three quotations received had been circulated to all parish councillors.  There was a 
discussion of the quotations with some councillors expressing reservations about their 
comparability.  The quotations from two of the contractors were higher than had been 
anticipated with only one coming in within the budgeted amount.  Cllr Johnston requested that 
priest in charge at St Leonard’s church should be kept directly informed of the proposals.  Cllr 
Neale advised that the PCC had seen the design.  It was suggested that guarantees should be 
required from the chosen contractor regarding the quality of timber and other materials, the 
installation of paving should be in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions and a schedule of 
works should be provided. 
 
It was concluded that Quotation 3 best matched the Parish Council’s requirement; it included an 
outline plan and was the cheapest. 
 
On a proposal by Cllr Neale, seconded by Cllr Effiong, it was AGREED to recommend acceptance 
of Quotation 3 at a cost of £49,950.00 plus VAT, with the following amendments to the offer: 

 the materials for the path to be tegula paving and edging to match the existing church 
path 

 exclude the Quercus Robur trees 

 exclude the memorial wall 

 reduce the number of benches to two 
on the assumption that these alterations would not significantly affect the total pricing.  All 
councillors voted in favour. 
 
Clerk to request adjusted quotation in line with these amendments.  Clerk to contact the LIF 
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Team at BDBC to confirm the procedure for appointing the contractor and agreeing the works.  
 
On a proposal by Cllr Neale, seconded by Cllr Effiong, it was AGREED to recommend that a parish 
councillor should be appointed to act as project manager liaising with the contractors and 
working with the Clerk in the management of the project.  All councillors voted in favour. 
 
The Clerk reminded councillors that these were recommendations which had to be ratified by 
Full Council.  Cllr Neale asked a member of the public whether this was the correct procedure 
and on confirmation agreed that ratification was required. 
 

170235 To consider maintenance (grass-cutting) regime for the burial ground for 2017 
In previous years only part of the burial ground had been cut.  Due to the growth of thistles at 
the end of the 2016 cutting season, the whole area had been cleared.  It was agreed that the 
Clerk should seek quotations for cutting the whole of the burial ground as required (it was 
assumed this would be approximately every 2 weeks).  Contractors would be told that there may 
be an interruption due to the anticipated landscaping work. 
 

170236 To agree the date for the next meeting as 22 March 2017 (if required) 
It was agreed that the next meeting would be on 22 March 2017 (if required). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
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APPENDIX 1 – Cllr Rowland’s report 
 

Meeting with representatives of Sherfield on Loddon 
PCC  

 
Monday, 13 February 2017 at 7.00 pm 

 
Venue: St Leonards Church, Sherfield on Loddon 

 
 

NOTES FROM MEETING 
 

Present: Cllr Venetia Rowland, Cllr Barry Neale, Cllr John Attwood, Karen West, Dan Farrow, Richard Elphick 
 
The meeting was arranged to move forward on the access to the Parish Burial Ground from St Leonard’s Church 
yard. 
 
The discussions centred on the follow arising points; 
 

 SOL PC to write a letter to the owner of Sherfield Court to propose a potential access route through the land 
owned by them.  Additionally to outline the potential obligations as to the maintenance of the drive in a 3 
way split. 

 

 Clarify the access rights over the lane – and health and safety potential issues with potholes etc. 
 

 To outline the obligations of the Funeral Directors in keeping pathway clear from mud etc. Potentially 
introduce a “deposit” to incentives that the paths are cleared, if not this would then allow the PC to have the 
paths cleaned. 

 

 To look at specifying a grave digger who is preferred by the Parish Council in order to maintain clear paths 
etc. 

 

 To look to appoint a “Burial Manager” for the PC to assist in the marking of the graves, the alignment issues, 
the path cleaning etc. 

 

 The PCC are going to check with Winchester that after the Churchyard closure whether a faculty is required. 
 

 The PCC and SOL PC are in principal agreed on a pathway to run from the Church to the Parish burial ground 
in keeping with existing pathway for access for pall bearers and grave diggers. 

 
Myself and my fellow councillors were very happy with the collaborative approach that we have found in the 
discussions with the PCC to ensure we can deliver a burial ground for the parish. 
 
Representatives of the PCC were invited to speak at the Annual Parish meeting on 12 May 2017. 


