
 SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL            
 

MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AND LEISURE FACILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN 
THE LIDDELL HALL AT 7.30 PM ON 
 TUESDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2019 

 

 In Attendance Apologies Absent 

Cllr Attwood (Chairman)    √   

Cllr Batting  √  

Cllr Darker √   

Cllr Effiong     √   

Cllr Morgan √   

Cllr Bennett  √   

Cllr Farrow √   

 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Karen Ross (Clerk), Bob Weller (Sherfield Allotment Association), Fred Berntsen (Loddon 
Sports FC) Pamela Darker (Village Green Volunteers) and 6 members of the public. 
 
190916 To receive and accept apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were RECEIVED ad ACCEPTED from Cllr Batting 
 

190917 To receive declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on this 
agenda 
There were no Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on this agenda 
RECEIVED 
 

190918 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 26th March 2019 
The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 26th March 2019 were 
APPROVED 
 

190919 Public participation standing orders will be suspended for this item 
A resident expressed concern over the contents of the Village Green Management 
Plan for and that it had not been put out for consultation to those residing around 
the Green and requested that consultation over all matters relating to the Green 
should take place with its neighbours. 
 

190920 To consider and receive an update on any matters arising not covered on the 
agenda elsewhere 
Banner post 
It was noted that there had been formal approval of the quote for £200 from the 
Bulpitt Brothers for a Banner post. 
It was  
RESOLVED to approve the acceptance of the quote on a proposal from Cllr Attwood 
and seconded by Cllr Effiong. All members voted unanimously to accept this 
resolution. It was agreed that anyone advertising any event on the Village Green 
should request permission from the Parish Council and this would be detailed in the 
Loddon Link 
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190921 To receive a report from Loddon Sports 
The verbal report from Mr Berntsen was NOTED. 
He raised concerns that the drainage trench should have been turfed rather than 
seeded. Cllr Attwood explained that the Parish Council was not aware that the entire 
green was to be used for Junior football and that it wasn’t viable to turf the area. 
 

190922 To receive a report from Sherfield Cricket Club 
The Cricket club verbal report. It was still a concern over the size of the fridge and 
they would like to see the renewal of licence addressed as soon as possible. 
 

190923 To receive a report from Sherfield Allotment Association 
The report RECEIVED can be found as Appendix A 
The hard standing has not been completed due to the weather. 
It was 
RESOLVED to charge each Allotment plot £10 to cover the cost of £668 water bill. 
Proposed by Cllr Attwood and seconded by Cllr Morgan. All members voted 
unanimously to accept this resolution. 
 

190924 To receive an update on the pond dredging project  
Cllr Attwood confirmed that 
A meeting between the Ecologist, A reptile specialist and Councillors had met and 
discussed the dredging of the pond recommendations took place to work on 
adjacent Trees, this would increase the light into the pond and reduce silting. In 
anticipation of this work and due to the time limitation, a Notice of Intent was 
applied for and was circulated to Councillors at the time of submission. There was no 
cost involved in this submission. 
The licence had been also been applied for; it was hoped that the licence would be 
extended as it is looking unlikely die to the weather the dredging can now take place. 
The cost of the licence will be £360 plus VAT, the Tree works £3960.00, £3,860.00  
plus vat  dredging the pond. 
These costs were approved on a proposal from Cllr Morgan and seconded by 
Attwood. This was agreed unanimously. It was confirmed that only one quote for the 
Ecologist and the dredging of the pond was obtained due to the nature of the work. 
The Parish Council’s preferred Tree surgeons were used. 
 

190925 To approve the Village Green Management plan and appendices 
The Village Green Management Plan and appendices were APPROVED and 
ACCEPTED and will be included on the Parish Council Website. Proposed by Cllr 
Morgan and 
seconded by Cllr Darker. All members voted unanimously to accept the resolution. 
 

190926 To approve additional grounds maintenance at the Burial Ground 
It was agreed to consider this work at the October meeting at the Parish Council 
meeting 
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190927 To approve the purchase of Tennis nets at a cost of £200 
It was 
RESOLVED 
to purchase Tennis nets at a cost of £200. Proposed by Cllr Attwood and seconded by 
Cllr Effiong. All members voted unanimously to accept the resolution. 
 

190928 To consider quotes for Board work refurbishment 
It was 
RESOLVED 
to accept the quote from Harman Oliver to replace the Boardwalk, on  a proposal 
from Cllr Darker and seconded by Cllr Effiong. All members voted unanimously to 
accept the resolution. 
 

190929 To consider purchasing the Shrubs for the Carpark at a cost of £200 
It was 
RESOLVED 
to purchase shrubs for the car park at a cost of £200 on proposal from Cllr Morgan 
and seconded by Cllr Darker. All members voted unanimously to accept this 
resolution. 
 

190930 To note the report from the Village Green Volunteers 
The report from the Village Green was NOTED and can be found as Appendix B 
 

190931 To approve work of Village Green Volunteers as listed in the report 
The work as listed in the report was APPROVED 
 

190332 To consider the amalgamation of the VGLF committee into Full Council 
It was agreed to propose the amalgamation of the VGLF committee into Full Council 
to the October meeting of Full Council  
 

 
 
 

There being no further business  the meeting finished at 8.36pm
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Appendix A 
Allotment Report 
 
The hard standing work begun on the 23/9 and hopefully will be completed in a couple of 
days. 
 
The raised beds have all been made and have been allocated to the plots, all of the 
recipients are very happy and are already growing veg in them. There are three to be filled 
with compost but I am awaiting the hard standing to be completed as storage for the 
compost is not available at the moment. 
 
Raising the gates hopefully will be started and completed soon. 
 
The waiting list has two people from the parish and 5 from outside. Two plots are becoming 
available one from an eviction/giving up, the other from a tenant moving plots. 
 
The allotments had a successful summer apart from the cancellation of the Village Fete. We 
held an open day and our bring and share bbq. 
 
We also had a visit from Swallowfield Allotments researching Raised beds for less able 
people and a compostable toilet. They complimented us for our allotments being so well 
looked after and of course the raised beds and toilet. 
 
We are to have a fire to burn communal waste dried wood & prunings etc providing the 
weather and wind conditions allow. 
 
The new water tank has proved to be a great help with the water supply and has solved the 
problem of the tanks running dry because of usage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 SHERFIELD ON LODDON PARISH COUNCIL            
 

 
Appendix B 
Report by VGVs to the VG&LF Committee of the Parish Council   24 September 2019 
 
Report from the meetings of the Village Green Volunteers 3 September 
Work carried out in July and August 

• Strimming Centre Ditch 

• Strimming withies on area to the east of Centre Ditch. 

• Finishing refurbishing the Community (cricket) building. 

• Tidying the dead pygmy gorse and removing the oak withies in Middle Green. 

• Chippings spread round Jubilee Pond. 

• Barry Neale rescued the duck house in Horse Pond and reported that there was thick 

silt toward the back of the pond. 

• Trimmed and weeded the hedge along Goddards Lane and Plantation Road. 

• Ragwort removed. 

 

Future work proposed 

• Crown lift the oaks round the pygmy gorse by 6 September when the NoI runs out. 

• Finish work on Car Park and remove the shrubs in the 2 small beds and plant new 

shrubs in the large bed.  Variety to be decided. 

• Work needs to be done on the area between the tennis courts and garage car park.   

Need to find out who exactly owns and is responsible for it. 

• AM said that the trees from the Woodland Trust would be delivered to him in 

November.  It was agreed that it would be a good plan to put them into the far end 

of “Fletcher’s Triangle” to start with. 

• New species trees.  JA will find out if they were still available from Inhurst. 

• Strim area to the north of Horse Pond as last year. 

• Lift the black plastic in Golden Pond. 

 
Saturday afternoon session took place on 13 July when the new hedge along Goddards Lane 
was trimmed and weeded.  The one in August was cancelled due to atrocious weather.  
There will be no more Saturday sessions this year. 
 
PROPOSALS for the Parish Council and VG&LF Committees 
1 Invite anyone interested to set up a club at the tennis courts to apply to the PC. 
2 Ask for funds for shrubs for car park bed. 
3 Replace the nets and posts on the tennis courts. 
4 Who owns the land comprising the car park behind the Garage.  Need to know this 
before starting work on the trees, brambles and ditch. 
5 Who owns the land adjoining Bow Brook by the bridge.   
6 Funds for a chipper for the cut wood (under the NoI) in Middle Green 
7 Present the revised Management plan, Maintenance schedule and appendices for 
consideration by the VG&LF 
 


