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ORGANISATIONAL LICENCE 

Issued to:  

Amphibian and Reptile Conservation 
Trust 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

This Organisational licence is issued to the Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Trust (ARC) to 

enable employees and authorised volunteers to undertake various work-related activities potentially 
affecting a range of protected species and their habitats in England. ARC is responsible for the 
conduct of all activities performed under the authority of this licence. Only ARC employees or 
registered ARC volunteers are entitled to use this licence. 

Reference   WML – OR10 

Organisational Licence  The following annexes are an integral part of this licence: 

 WML-OR10 (a) Surveys 

 WML-OR10 (b) Possession 

Issued under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended) 
(‘the 2010 Regulations’), and  

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) (“the Act”) 

  

IMPORTANT 

This licence authorises acts that would otherwise be offences under the legislation referred to above. 
Failure to comply with its terms and conditions: 

i. may be an offence against the Act and the 2010 Regulations or mean that the licence cannot 
be relied upon. The maximum penalty available for failing to comply with a condition of a 
licence  under the Act or the 2010 Regulations is, at the time of the issue of this licence, an 
unlimited fine and/or a six month custodial sentence; and  

ii. may result in this licence being revoked and/or the refusal to grant future licences. 

If the activity that you wish to undertake is not covered by this licence, or if you are unable to comply 
with any of the terms and conditions which apply to the use of this licence, then you will need to apply 
to Natural England for an individual licence.  

This licence is not a consent or assent for the purposes of Part II of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended) in respect to Sites of Special Scientific Interest. It is your responsibility to get 
consent or assent if required (see Information and Advice note c). 
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Natural England hereby authorises1 the Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Trust (ARC) 
(hereafter referred to as the ‘Licensee’) 

Address: 655A Christchurch Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, BH1 4AP 

under section 16(3)(a) and section 16(5) of the Act and under regulation 53(2) (a) of the 2010 
Regulations, being satisfied that as regards the purposes specified in this licence that there is no 
satisfactory alternative and that the actions authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the 
populations of the species concerned at a favourable conservation status in their natural range, 

To Carry out the activities detailed in Annexes WML-OR10(a) and (b) 

for the following species: 

 Great crested newt (Triturus cristatus) 

 Natterjack toad (Bufo calamita – now known as Epidalea calamita) 

 Pool frog (Pelophylax lessonae) 

 Sand lizard (Lacerta agilis) 

 Smooth snake (Coronella austriaca) 

Of the numbers and life stages specified in Annexes WML–OR10 (a) and (b) 

For the purposes of   science and education;  

Valid for the period 20 January 2016 and 31 December 2020 (inclusive) 

Area valid in All counties of England (landward of the mean low water mark) 

Subject to The Licence Conditions specified below. 

Definitions used in this 
licence 

The “Appointed Person” is an appropriately trained and experienced 
employee of ARC who is nominated to act as a single point of contact for 
Natural England with regard to this licence. The Appointed Person is 
expected to oversee use of the licence, including authorising Accredited 
Agents to act under the licence, and training, recording keeping and 
compliance. 

An “Accredited Agent” is an employee or a volunteer of ARC who has 
received appropriate training and is competent to undertake activities 
permitted by the licence and who is authorised to act under the licence by the 
Appointed Person. To carry out work they must be in possession of a letter 
signed by the Appointed Person authorising them by name as an Accredited 
Agent for the purposes of the licence.  

An “Assistant” is a person assisting the Appointed Person or an Accredited 
Agent. Assistants are only authorised to act under this licence whilst they are 
under the direct supervision of either the Appointed Person or an Accredited 
Agent.  

LICENCE CONDITIONS  

Who may use this licence 

1. The Licensee shall nominate an Appointed Person (see Definitions) whose details will be 
provided to Natural England to oversee use of this licence. 

2. The following persons (see Definitions) are authorised to use this licence whilst engaged in official 
business of ARC: 

a. The Appointed Person; 

b. Appropriately trained employees and volunteers of the Licensee who are authorised to use the 
licence by the Appointed Person (hereafter referred to as “Accredited Agents”); 

c. Assistants acting under the direct supervision of the Appointed Person or Accredited Agent. 

3. It is the responsibility of the Licensee to ensure that all persons using this licence possess 
appropriate knowledge and experience to undertake licensed activities in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of this licence and accepted best practice. It is the responsibility of the 
Licensee to provide suitable training to enable its Accredited Agents and Assistants to meet the 

                                                           
1
 Natural England is authorised to exercise this power in accordance with an agreement made with the Secretary of 
State under section 78 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 
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conditions of this licence (see Information and Advice notes d and e). They must also abide by the 
most up to date iterations of any guidance referred to in this licence.  

4. Any Accredited Agents of the Licensee engaged in activity under the terms and conditions of this 
licence shall at all times carry a letter of authorisation signed by the Appointed Person, have 
access to a copy of this licence and produce it on demand to any police or Natural England 
officer.  

5. The Licensee is responsible for all activities carried out under this licence, including activities 
carried out by Authorised Persons, Accredited Agents and their Assistants.   

 

Working under the licence  

6. Persons acting under this licence must abide by Annexes WML-10(a) and (b) of this licence. 

7. All relevant animal welfare legislation must be complied with at all times (see Information and 
Advice notes f to h and the relevant annexes). It is the responsibility of the Licensee to ensure its 
Accredited Agents and Assistants use appropriate equipment (eg trap or net) and to ensure they 
are competent to use such equipment so as to avoid unnecessary suffering. 

8. This licence does not permit any animals to be captured and moved for any other purpose than 
those specified in the general and special licence conditions and as set out in associated annexes 
(eg to facilitate development, construction type works or land management activities). 

 

Recording and reporting requirements 

9. It is a condition of this licence that the Licensee maintains: 

a. A record of all activities carried out under the authority of this licence. This record must include 
the information required for each Annual Report to Natural England (see Information and 
Advice note i);  

b. A record of all incidents where an activity has not been conducted in accordance with this 
licence and any remedial or corrective action taken; and 

c. A record of the names of all persons trained and authorised to use this licence, including a 
note of when they were trained, what the training comprised and any refresher training 
received.   

Records are to be kept for at least two years after the licence expires and are to be made 
available for inspection by Natural England at any reasonable time. 

10. An Annual Report of activities conducted under this licence must be sent by the Licensee to 
Natural England (at the address given below) for the reporting period 1 January  to 31 December  
(inclusive), no later than 31 January each reporting year, even if the licence is not used. ARC is 
also required to submit the following data annually within the same time periods above: 

a. Survey data collected under this licence to the relevant Local Record Centres (the Licence 
Report template reference WML-LR-OR10 may be used for this purpose).  

b. A list of all EPS possessed under this licence, including live animals (temporarily possessed) 
and dead specimens and derivatives to Natural England. 

 

Licence compliance 

11. The Licensee shall permit an officer of Natural England, accompanied by such persons as he/she 
considers necessary for the purpose, on production of his/her identification on demand, 
reasonable access to survey work being undertaken for monitoring purposes and to be present 
during any operations carried out under the authority of this licence for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether the conditions of this licence are being, or have been, complied with. The 
authorised personnel shall give all reasonable assistance to an officer of Natural England and any 
persons accompanying him/her. 

12. Failure to comply with the terms and conditions of this licence (including the recording and 
reporting requirements) will, by default, render this licence null and void and it may not be relied 
upon until such time that Natural England confirms in writing that its use may resume. 

13. Natural England must be informed of all breaches to this licence within 48 hours of the breach 
occurring. Unless advised otherwise by Natural England, the licensed organisation must take the 
necessary steps to address any breaches or poor practice identified as quickly as possible. 
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Issued by and on behalf of Natural England on 18 January 2016 

  

INFORMATION AND ADVICE   

a. Ordinarily, this licence will be re-issued every five years, but please note that it may be modified, extended, 
terminated or revoked at any time by Natural England or the Secretary of State, but this will not be done 
unless there are good reasons for doing so.  

b. A licence is not permission from Natural England for an activity that could damage a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI). Anyone acting under this licence is not exempt from the provisions of Section 28 of “the 1981 
Act”. This means that owners and occupiers and Section 28G authorities (‘Statutory undertakers etc.’) are 
obliged to give notice to Natural England if they propose to carry out an operation likely to damage a SSSI. 
To identify SSSIs and the features for which they are designated, refer to www.magic.gov.uk. For further 
advice or to request consent / assent for an activity please contact the Natural England ‘SSSI Adviser’ for the 
relevant site(s). Contact details are available from the Natural England Enquiry Service (see below).   

c. The common name or names of species given in the licence and Annexes WML-OR10(a) and (b) are 
included by way of guidance only; in the event of any dispute or proceedings, it is the scientific name of a 
species only that will be taken into account.  

Training requirements 

d. Training must be relevant to the conditions and the activities permitted by the licence and should be 
undertaken at regular intervals. This should include: identification of European and other Protected Species 
included in the scope of this licence and signs indicating they may be present; how to undertake a records 
search; the ability to identify a rare species and / or non-native species, or a population of significant 
importance; surveying techniques; best practice guidance and reasonable avoidance measures; a working 
knowledge of both the 2010 Regulations and the Act together with an understanding of offences that may be 
committed. 

e. It is the responsibility of the Appointed Person to ensure all Accredited Agents using the licence maintain 
their expertise at an appropriate level to act under this licence and it is also the Appointed Person’s 
responsibility to ensure that Accredited Agents and Assistants have appropriate training, experience and 
instruction to act under this licence. Records must be kept (see Condition 9). 

Welfare considerations 

f. No person convicted on or after 1 January 2010 of an offence under the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2010, the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, the Protection of Badgers Act 1992, the 
Deer Act 1991, the Hunting Act 2004, the Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996, the Animal Welfare Act 2006 
or the Protection of Animals Act 1911 (all as amended) may use this licence without the permission of Natural 
England unless, in respect of that offence, either: 

i. they are a rehabilitated person for the purposes of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 and their 
conviction is treated as spent; or  

ii. a court has made an order discharging them absolutely.   
g. Persons acting under this licence may photograph any protected species named in this licence in connection 

with licensed work provided that this causes no additional disturbance or any other harm. 

h. Under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 it is an offence to cause any unnecessary suffering to an animal under 
the control of man (section 4). This applies to the treatment of animals (including non-target species) held in 
nets etc. 

Reporting 

i. Annual reports (using Licence Report template reference WML-LR-OR10) should be emailed to Natural 
England, but they may also be posted (please mark ‘Licence Returns’ and send to the licensing email or 
postal address given in ‘Contact Details’).  

The limits of licences  

j. Licences permit action only for the purposes specified on that licence. 

k. Licences do not permit actions prohibited under any other legislation, nor do they confer any right of entry 
upon land. 

l. Unless otherwise stated the provisions of Natural England licences only apply landward of the mean low 
water mark in England. The Marine Management Organisation is responsible for all licensing seaward of the 
mean low water mark. 

m. No work shall be carried out under this licence on a National Nature Reserve except with the prior written 
permission of Natural England’s ‘SSSI Adviser’ for the relevant site(s) (contact details available from Enquiry 
Service – see below ).  

Compliance and enforcement 

n. The Licensee is expected to monitor compliance with the licence and to take action in the event that poor 
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practice and / or non-compliance are identified. A person may be barred from using this licence by Natural 
England, for example, if that person breaches the conditions of this licence. In these circumstances Natural 
England will notify the Licensee.  

o. Any person to whom Information and Advice note g applies will require the permission of Natural England to 
use this licence. Any such application will be considered on its merits. 

p. Natural England checks compliance with licences and the attached conditions and where breaches occur will 
apply its published compliance and enforcement position (see Natural England’s Compliance and 
Enforcement Position. 

 

 

Contact details for Natural England Other useful contacts 

For licensing enquiries (& Reporting): 

Telephone 020 802 61089 

Email  wildlife.scicons@naturalengland.org.uk 

 

Postal address 

Technical Services, Wildlife Licensing, Natural England, 
Horizon House, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AH 

 

For other enquiries use the Enquiry Service: 

Telephone  0300 060 3900 

Email  enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk 

Web 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natu
ral-england 

Local Record Centres: to find out where your nearest Local 

Record Centre is visit the Association of Local Environmental 
Record Centres website at: http://www.alerc.org.uk/find-an-
lrc.html  

Legislation: to view the full text of the legislation referred to in 
this licence visit http://www.legislation.gov.uk 

Feedback and Complaints: we welcome and value your 

compliments, complaints, suggestions and comments about our 
services. Please see our ‘Contact us’ section for more details. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england 

 

Using and Sharing Your Information 

The data controller is Natural England, Foss House, Kings Pool, 1– 2 Peasholme Green, York, YO1 7PX. 

 Your information will be stored and processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. This 
Act gives you, as an individual, the right to know what data we hold on you, how we use it, with whom 
we share it and to ensure that it is accurate. The information will be used by Natural England to undertake 
licensing functions. To do this we may have to discuss applications, licensing decisions, reports and returns 
with third parties.  

 Natural England recognises there is significant public interest in wildlife licensing and in those who benefit from 
receiving a wildlife licence. Therefore, we may make information publicly available (for example, survey records 
are normally made available via the National Biodiversity Network Gateway and to Local Record Centres).     
Information released may include, but is not limited to, your name or business name, application and licence 
details as well as reports and returns. Natural England, however, realises that some licensed activities can be 
sensitive and we will not release information that could harm people, species or habitats. In some cases, for 
example, this may mean not releasing the names and addresses of individuals or the location of the licensed 
activity. 

 Natural England or its appointed agents may use your name, address and other details to contact you in    
connection with occasional customer research aimed at improving the services that Natural England provides 
to you. 

 We will respect personal privacy, whilst complying with access to information requests to the extent necessary 
to enable Natural England to comply with its statutory obligations under the Environmental Information       
Regulations 2004, and the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

https://www.gov.uk/enforcement-laws-advice-on-protecting-the-natural-environment-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/enforcement-laws-advice-on-protecting-the-natural-environment-in-england
mailto:wildlife.scicons@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england
http://www.alerc.org.uk/find-an-lrc.html
http://www.alerc.org.uk/find-an-lrc.html
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england


WML-OR10 [version December/2015 (amended Nov 2016)] Page 6 of 10 

ANNEX A  - WML-OR10 (a) 

 

To undertake surveys for specified 
species for scientific (including research) 
and educational purposes 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

The licence Annex permits persons authorised under this licence to disturb and take great crested 
newts, natterjack toads, pool frogs, sand lizards and smooth snakes whilst surveying and monitoring 
when undertaking official duties for ARC. 

The surveys will be undertaken: 

 To establish presence / absence and / or population size class assessments of the above 
species 

 As part of any ARC monitoring programme or project, including the National Amphibian and 
Reptile Recording Scheme (NARRS) 

 As part of any training course or research project being carried out by ARC. 

Activities permitted  

 

Surveys (including monitoring) of the species specified below involving 

(i) Disturbance 

(ii) Capture (Take) 

 

By the means specified in Table 1, while surveying 

(a) Great crested newt (Triturus cristatus) 

(b) Natterjack toad (Bufo calamita – now known as Epidalea calamita) 

(c) Pool frog (Pelophylax lessonae) 

(d) Sand lizard (Lacerta agilis) 

(e) Smooth snake (Coronella austriaca) 

Purpose(s) for which 
these activities may be 
conducted 

Science and education 

IMPORTANT 

These activities are subject to the terms and conditions set out in the main licence in addition to the 
Special Licence Conditions below.  

 

SPECIAL LICENCE CONDITIONS 

1. Any live animals taken under this licence must be liberated at the site of capture as soon as possible 
and always within 72 hours. 

2. All holding containers must be clearly marked stating that the species is protected and has been 
taken from the wild under a licence from Natural England for scientific and educational purposes. 

3. Any animal of a Schedule 9 species, which is not a native species, or of a species which is not 
ordinarily resident in England in a wild state, that is caught in a trap set under this licence must not 
be released or allowed to escape back into the wild; it must be humanely despatched, unless a 
specific licence to release that species has been obtained, or advice sought from Natural England’s 
Wildlife Licensing Team before taking further action. 

Great crested newts 

4. Persons acting under this licence must abide by the most up to date iterations of the relevant 
species guidance (including advice on surveying and trapping). In this context the relevant species 
guidance includes advice within: 

a. The “Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines”. Further general advice is given in the “Great 
Crested Newt Conservation Handbook”, available from www.froglife.org.    

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605090108/http:/publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/810429?category=30014
http://www.froglife.org/
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b. “Amphibian Disease Precautions – a guide for UK fieldworkers” (ARG-UK Advice Note is 
available from www.arg-uk.org.uk and is to be complied with). 

c. “Herpetofauna Workers Manual.” Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough. Available 
from http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-3325.  

d. National Amphibian and Reptile Recording Scheme survey protocols, available at 
http://narrs.org.uk/survey.php.  

e. “Survey protocols for the British Herpetofauna.” Available at 
http://narrs.org.uk/documents/Survey_protocols_for_the_British_herpetofauna.pdf.  

f. Population size class assessments may only be derived using methods in accordance with the 
Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines.   

Natterjack toads 

5. Persons acting under this licence must abide by the most up to date iterations of the relevant 
species guidance (including advice on surveying and trapping). In this context the relevant species 
guidance includes advice within: 

a. “Natterjack Toad Survey Guidelines” - The Herpetological Conservation Trust/ARC, 
Bournemouth. 

b. The Natterjack Toad Conservation Handbook (English Nature, 1996). 

c. “Herpetofauna Workers Manual.” Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough. Available 
from http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-3325.  

d. “Amphibian Disease Precautions – a guide for UK fieldworkers” (ARG-UK Advice Note is 
available from www.arg-uk.org.uk and is to be complied with). 

e. National Amphibian and Reptile Recording Scheme survey protocols, available at 
http://narrs.org.uk/survey.php.  

f. “Survey protocols for the British Herpetofauna.” Available at 
http://narrs.org.uk/documents/Survey_protocols_for_the_British_herpetofauna.pdf.   

Pool frogs 

6. Persons acting under this licence must abide by the most up to date iterations of the relevant 
species guidance (including advice on surveying and trapping). In this context the relevant species 
guidance includes advice within: 

a. “Herpetofauna Workers Manual.” Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough. Available 
from http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-3325.     

b.  “Amphibian Disease Precautions – a guide for UK fieldworkers” (ARG-UK Advice Note is 
available from www.arg-uk.org.uk and is to be complied with). 

c. National Amphibian and Reptile Recording Scheme survey protocols, available at 
http://narrs.org.uk/survey.php.  

d. “Survey protocols for the British Herpetofauna.” Available at 
http://narrs.org.uk/documents/Survey_protocols_for_the_British_herpetofauna.pdf.     

Sand lizards 

7. Persons acting under this licence must abide by the most up to date iterations of the relevant 
species guidance (including advice on surveying and trapping). In this context the relevant species 
guidance includes advice within: 

a. “Herpetofauna Workers Manual.” Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough. Available 
from http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-3325.   

b. The Sand Lizard Conservation Handbook. English Nature, Peterborough.  

c. National Amphibian and Reptile Recording Scheme survey protocols, available at 
http://narrs.org.uk/survey.php.  

d. “Survey protocols for the British Herpetofauna.” Available at 
http://narrs.org.uk/documents/Survey_protocols_for_the_British_herpetofauna.pdf.   

Smooth snakes 

8. Persons acting under this licence must abide by the most up to date iterations of the relevant 
species guidance (including advice on surveying and trapping). In this context the relevant species 

http://arguk.org/info-advice/advice-notes/8-amphibian-disease-precautions-a-guide-for-uk-fieldworkers-arg-advice-note-4
http://www.arg-uk.org.uk/
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-3325
http://narrs.org.uk/survey.php
http://narrs.org.uk/documents/Survey_protocols_for_the_British_herpetofauna.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605090108/http:/publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/73045?category=30014
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-3325
http://arguk.org/info-advice/advice-notes/8-amphibian-disease-precautions-a-guide-for-uk-fieldworkers-arg-advice-note-4
http://www.arg-uk.org.uk/
http://narrs.org.uk/survey.php
http://narrs.org.uk/documents/Survey_protocols_for_the_British_herpetofauna.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-3325
http://arguk.org/info-advice/advice-notes/8-amphibian-disease-precautions-a-guide-for-uk-fieldworkers-arg-advice-note-4
http://www.arg-uk.org.uk/
http://narrs.org.uk/survey.php
http://narrs.org.uk/documents/Survey_protocols_for_the_British_herpetofauna.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-3325
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605090108/http:/publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/70048?category=31018
http://narrs.org.uk/survey.php
http://narrs.org.uk/documents/Survey_protocols_for_the_British_herpetofauna.pdf
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guidance includes advice within: 

a. “Herpetofauna Workers Manual.” Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough. Available 
from http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-3325.  

b. National Amphibian and Reptile Recording Scheme survey protocols, available at 
http://narrs.org.uk/survey.php.  

c. “Survey protocols for the British Herpetofauna.” Available at 
http://narrs.org.uk/documents/Survey_protocols_for_the_British_herpetofauna.pdf.   

 

Reporting requirements  

The Appointed Person shall include the following information for each species in the annual licence 
return: 

Survey information and results, including names of surveyors, reason for surveys, dates of surveys, 
locations (including grid references), methods used and results. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR THIS ANNEX 

None applicable. Please note Licence Conditions 9 and 10 and ‘Information and Advice note i’ in the 
main licence for further details on annual reporting requirements.  

 

Table 1 of Annex WML-OR10(a) 

The specified methods of disturbing and / or taking permitted under the licence. Contents of this table 
must be read in accordance with the licence conditions and the annex special licence conditions. 

Species Purpose Activity Permitted methods Life stages 

Great crested newt 

 

Science and 
education  

Disturb and take 

 

Artificial light (including torch)  

Take by hand 

Net 

Aquatic funnel traps (including 
bottle traps) 

All 

Natterjack toad 

 

Science and 
education 

Disturb and take 

 

Artificial light (including torch)  

Take by hand 

Net 

Aquatic funnel traps (including 
bottle traps) 

All 

Pool frog 

 

Science and 
education 

Disturb and take 

 

Artificial light (including torch)  

Take by hand 

Net 

Aquatic funnel traps (including 
bottle traps) 

All 

Sand lizard 

 

Science and 
education 

Disturb and take 

 

Take by hand 

Noose 

All 

Smooth snake Science and 
education 

Disturb and take Take by hand 

 

All 

 

The definition of ‘Take’ for the purpose of this licence is to remove by hand, examine and replace at the site of 
capture. It does not permit the translocation of specimens, ie taking and moving to another place. 

These activities are only permitted if undertaken in an official capacity of ARC work / activities. 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-3325
http://narrs.org.uk/survey.php
http://narrs.org.uk/documents/Survey_protocols_for_the_British_herpetofauna.pdf
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ANNEX WML-CL10(b)  

 

To transport and possess for scientific and 
educational purposes 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

The licence Annex permits the transport and possession of live and dead specimens or derivatives of 
the species listed below, which would otherwise be an offence under regulations 41(3)(a) or (b) of the 
2010 Regulations. These species must have been lawfully obtained, and a person is only covered 
whilst undertaking official duties for ARC. 

As set out in Table 1 below. 

Species permitted 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities permitted  

 

(a) Great crested newt (Triturus cristatus) 

(b) Natterjack toad (Bufo calamita – now known as Epidalea calamita) 

(c) Pool frog (Pelophylax lessonae) 

(d) Sand lizard (Lacerta agilis) 

(e) Smooth snake (Coronella austriaca) 

 

(i) Possession of live specimens of the above listed species for up to 
72 hours; 

(ii) Possession of dead specimens and derivatives of the above listed 
species; 

(iii) Transport of the above listed species, dead specimens and 
derivatives of the above species. 

Purpose(s) for which 
these activities may be 
conducted 

Science and education 

IMPORTANT 

These activities are subject to the terms and conditions set out in the main licence in addition to the 
Special Licence Conditions below.  

These activities do not cover translocation, re-introduction, breeding or re-stocking programmes, which 
will require an individual licence. 

 

SPECIAL LICENCE CONDITIONS 

1. Any live animals taken under this licence must be liberated at the site of capture as soon as possible 
and always within 72 hours.  

2. Translocation (ie taking and moving to another place) of animals is not permitted under this licence. 

3. All holding containers must be clearly marked stating that the species is protected and has been 
taken from the wild under a licence granted by Natural England for scientific and educational 
purposes.   

4. Subject to the terms and general and special conditions of this licence, this licence only authorises 
the possession and transport of live or dead specimens and / or derivatives of the species listed in 
this licence that:  

(i) are kept and transported for the purposes of science or education only, and  

(ii) were taken from the wild in the European Community without breaching applicable legislation of 
the Member State in question (see Additional Information below).Reporting requirements 

5. Each dead specimen and / or derivative sample (hereafter referred to as “specimens”) being held or 
transported under this licence must be catalogued by ARC and a register of specimens and 
derivatives must be kept and updated on an annual basis in accordance with the requirements of 
Annex C. Details must be provided in the annual licence return to the Natural England Technical 
Services (Wildlife Licensing) including:  
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 The name of the individual holding and / or transporting the specimen;  

 A description of the specimen; 

 How the specimen was acquired and the reason for possession and / or transport; and, 

 If the specimen is to be stored, the location of storage.  

6. This information is to be made available for inspection at any reasonable time by Natural England.  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR THIS ANNEX 

This licence covers possession of specimens that were taken from the wild after 21 August 2007 without 
contravention of any applicable law of the Member State in which it was taken. In the UK for example, 
this would mean without contravention of relevant wildlife legislation such as the Habitats Regulations 
1994, the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981, the Pests Act 1954 and the Animal Welfare Act 2006.  

 

Please also note Licence Conditions 9 and 10 and ‘Information and Advice note i’ in the main licence for 
further details on annual reporting requirements. 

 

Table 1 of Annex WML-OR10(b) 

The specified methods of disturbing and / or taking permitted under the licence. Contents of this table 
must be read in accordance with the licence conditions and the annex special licence conditions. 

Species Purpose Activity Life Stage /Specimen 
or derivative 

Maximum Numbers 
per activity 

Great crested 
newt 

 

Science and 
education 

Possession 

Transport 

All 10 (ten) adults,10 (ten) 
juveniles and 10 (ten) 
eggs  

Possession of dead 
specimens and 
derivatives 

Adults / juveniles 

Larvae 

Eggs 

20 (twenty) 

50 (fifty) 

50 (fifty) 

Natterjack toad 

 

Science and 
education 

Possession 

Transport 

All 

 

10 (ten) adults,10 (ten) 
juveniles and 2 (two) 
spawn strings  

Possession of dead 
specimens and 
derivatives 

Adults / juveniles 

Larvae 

Eggs 

20 (twenty) 

50 (fifty) 

50 (fifty) 

Pool frog 

 

Science and 
education 

Possession  

Transport 

All 10 (ten) adults,10 (ten) 
juveniles and 2 (two) 
spawn clumps  

Possession of dead 
specimens and 
derivatives 

Adults / juveniles 

Larvae 

Eggs  

20 (twenty) 

50 (fifty) 

50 (fifty) 

Sand lizard 

 

Science and 
education 

Possession 

Transport 

All 10 (ten) adults or 10 
(ten) juveniles  

Possession of dead 
specimens and 
derivatives 

Adults / Juveniles 

Skins 

Egg shells 

10 (ten) 

50 (fifty) 

10 (ten) 

Smooth snake Science and 
education 

Possession  

Transport 

All 10 (ten) adults or 10 
(ten) juveniles  

Possession of dead 
specimens and 
derivatives 

Adults / Juveniles 

Skins 

10 (ten) 

100 (one hundred) 

Possession for the purpose of this licence includes temporary possession of live animals of the species listed for 
up to 72 hours before being released at the site of capture and possession of dead specimens and derivatives of 
the species listed. 

 

These activities are only permitted if undertaken in an official capacity of ARC work / activities. 


