MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL, HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON FRIDAY 18 MAY 2007 AT 2000HRS 

There were approximately twenty parishioners attending the APM including Parish and Borough Councillors.

1.
WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting including Borough Councillors Marilyn Tucker and Roger Gardiner and Police Inspector Ben Taylor.    
2. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from John Dodd, Ken Clark, Keith Chapman, Elaine Still and Chris Horton.
3. 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS APM HELD 9 MAY 2006
The minutes of last year’s annual parish meeting had been tabled.  There were no amendments to be made and the minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the proceedings.

4.
PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 
A report on the activities of the Parish Council during the past year had been tabled.  The Chairman introduced the Parish Councillors and outlined their particular interests and activities within the council.  The councillors and clerk were thanked for their hard work during the year.
The recent encampment on the village green by travellers was remarked upon and measures would be introduced by the Parish Council to try and prevent future trespass.  The Chairman had written a letter of thanks to the police for their very rapid assistance with removing the travellers.  Inspector Taylor pointed out that the police might not always be able to react so quickly, but remarked that, in this instance, action had been taken without delay due to the many complaints of assaults on local children.

The Chairman reported that ongoing projects include the burial ground extension and he thanked members of the working party, and those who had provided input to the discussions including Church Wardens Donald Dawson and Gill Austin.  The Chairman explained that Ivan Gosden had been excluded during discussions, as his family own the plot of land being purchased for the extension.  Planning permission had been granted but the Environment Agency had recommended a risk assessment to be carried out.  It would be necessary to take out a loan for a period of 25 years in order to purchase the land.  Burial fees will be kept under review so that maintenance expenses can be met from income.  
Other ongoing projects include the refurbishment of the BMX track (plans on display and in Dodds Garage window), tarmacing the surface between the two goalmouths and synthetic grass surface beneath the cableway.  These will be financed from Section 106 money from Antler Homes plus a Leisure Grant from the Borough Council.
In September, a public meeting had been held and the Sherfield Park Community Association had been formed.  There is a delay to the building of the Community Centre and the Association is working with Croudace on matters affecting the estate.

Three builders had submitted tenders for the replacement football pavilion in February.  However, since then, a cheaper modular option is being considered as an alternative by the Parish Council.  

It was noted that the Inspector’s Inquiry into the application for 271 houses, a 70 bed nursing home and 6 commercial units at Bramley had concluded in favour of the Borough Council and supported the decision to refuse permission.   However, it was astonishing to learn that the Secretary of State was minded to overrule her Inspector’s decision.  The Borough is looking into whether it can seek a judicial review.
Berkeley Homes’ application to lift the restriction on the use of the land behind Wheelers Court, imposed by a Section 52 agreement, had been refused by the Borough Council.  The Chairman reported that Gary Ward had attended the Development Control Meeting and had put an excellent case on behalf of the local residents.
An application to install a 25 m mobile phone mast close to Loddon School had been received.  However, following objection by the Parish Council O2 would be consulting further with the community. 
The traffic “improvements” at Breach Lane were discussed and it was clear that there remain concerns for public safety.  Those who had approved the plans had since left the County Council and it seemed that no action could now be taken.  Problems had been highlighted with the Area Surveyor and solutions were awaited.  The Parish Council has asked Highways for a review of the traffic calming unit outside the shop, which has been causing a good deal of confusion for drivers.  A “No right turn” sign is to be re-instated along A33, to prevent southbound traffic from turning into the village slip road.
The Borough Council will be consulting residents of Bow Drive again, on plans for improved parking and traffic flow.

The chestnut trees along the Bramley Road are in a poor condition and tests are to be carried out to identify the disease.

The Parish Council was unsuccessful with its recent application for a POPPI grant for village hall signage and lighting.

Newbury Round Table was congratulated for organising the “Crafty Craft race”, a trophy was awarded to the White Hart Pub for its involvement.

The Chairman thanked Vanessa Attwood who had contributed to the Village Green Committee and volunteers over many years and had also been tree warden in the past.  She had recently resigned from the Committee.   
It was noted that the footpath beside the Antler Homes development had been blocked off.  The Chairman reported that the builders would be asked to open the route again, as soon as scaffolding had been removed from the building site.

It was also noted that Hampshire Council Council had been asked to remove the bus stop from outside the post office to the layby outside the Four Horseshoes but they had visited the village and spoken with passengers and concluded that the stop should remain in its current position.

5.      ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET FOR 2006/7

The draft accounts, prepared by the auditor David Hitchins, and the budget for 2006/7 had been tabled.  

It was confirmed that there remained £1000 under Millennium Fund, and it was hoped that this would go towards the cost of the BMX track improvements.

There were no questions raised.  The accounts would be presented at the next Parish Council meeting for formal approval.

6.      REPORTS
The Chairman firstly welcomed Inspector Ben Taylor of Whitchurch Police, who had asked for the opportunity to address the audience on matters relating to rural policing.
Inspector Taylor firstly thanked WPC Mandy Jewell on behalf of the parish for her continuing excellent work as beat officer.  He explained that Basingstoke is one of 12 policing divisions, of 6 larger areas.  The recent re-organisation has resulted in a change to WPC Jewell’s beat.  She will shortly have a Police Community Support Officer to assist with some of her duties and to provide police “visibility” within the community.  

There are 9 beats covering 250 square miles, 24 hours a day.  Due to a newly introduced training system, officers must now have 12 months training instead of the previous 7-8 months, and this is one of the reasons for low staffing levels at the moment.  
Returning to the subject of travellers, Inspector Taylor explained the dilemmas faced by the police and in some cases the police are not able to move people on, as this may be a breach human rights.  There is often need for careful negotiation between the councils, police and travellers.  

With summer approaching Inspector Taylor reminded residents to keep windows secure and to remove valuables from cars, as the majority of crimes are opportunistic.  He was pleased to report that Sherfield-on-Loddon has a comparatively low crime rate; Beat 1 has just 1-4% of the total crime within the district and again he wished to publicly thank Mandy Jewell, who he described as an excellent beat officer.

The speed watch pilot scheme, conducted in four parishes, is currently being evaluated by Hampshire County Council.  Volunteers have been providing the registration details of speeding cars to the roads policing unit.  No fines or fixed penalty notices are issued under this scheme, but a driver seen speeding twice will receive a warning letter from the police. 
It was reported that Tadley and Silchester have 30mph limit light-up boards at present and Cllr Tucker believed that they would be available for other parishes shortly.  
The Inspector was asked whether information or statistics on crimes solved could be reported routinely, and he agreed to feed this request back to Mandy Jewell.

REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR

In Keith Chapman’s absence, there was nothing to report.

REPORT FROM THE BOROUGH COUNCILLORS - CALLEVA WARD
Cllr Marilyn Tucker began by congratulating Roger Gardiner on his recent success in the local election.  She reported that the Conservatives form the executive cabinet at the Borough Council again.  Cllr Tucker reported that she is a member of the Development Control Committee, Environment and Sustainable Communities Overview Committee and on the panels for Climate Change and Chineham Railway Station, which is chaired by Martin Biermann.  It was still hoped that the new station would go ahead.  
There will be boundary changes next year and the options of either 56 or 60 members are under review.  

Cllr Tucker expressed her concern at the recent decision by the Secretary of State to be minded to approve the German Road Planning application, even after the Appeal process had been followed and the application had been rejected by the Minister’s own Inspector.  Basingstoke MP, Maria Miller, will be raising the issue in parliament next month.

Within the village, problems had been encountered at the Breach Lane development, the size of which was totally unsuitable for the site, and Cllr Tucker said she had tried to be as supportive as she could.  She was pleased at the recent success of keeping the restriction on the land behind Wheelers Court, to prevent another house from being built there.

Cllr Tucker reported that the Borough has decided it is no longer economic to run a fleet of tankers to clear septic tanks and so there is only one running now with competitive contractors doing a good job.  Standard refuse collection continues to be collected on a weekly basis.
With regard to the recent closure of the Haymarket Theatre, Cllr Tucker was pleased to advise that it is due to be re-opened in September.

Residents with pcs were encouraged to go online and contribute to the Borough’s various consultations including the Supplementary Planning Document, Draft Partnership Toolkit and Draft Olympic Strategy for Basingstoke and Deane.

A resident asked why the C32 (Bramley Road / Sherfield Road) is being used regularly by heavy goods vehicles.  It was reported that earth-moving lorries are using the route to reach Weybrook Park Golf Course, close to the North Hants Hospital, thus avoiding the ongoing roadworks at Chineham and on the Basingstoke ring-road.  Although causing a nuisance to villagers, lorries are permitted to use the C road and so there is little that can be done to prevent them from using the route. 
Cllr Roger Gardiner was welcomed and he also referred to the Boundary Commissions recent review.  Changes would take place within Calleva Ward although little difference would be noticed in Sherfield.  Cllr Gardiner was involved with a new panel looking at the future of Basingstoke Town and considering ideas for improvements, particularly for “ghost” areas formed as a result of the success of Festival Place.  There are plans to re-locate / improve the Library.
Cllr Gardiner was pleased to report that recycling rates are improving.  The Borough had introduced fines for “environmental crime” including a £75 fine per day for those who persistently leave bins on the highway overnight.  A member of the audience asked if the refuse collectors could be asked to replace bins to the right properties after collection and Cllr Gardiner replied that they had been asked to do so. 

On the matter of the Haymarket Theatre, Cllr Gardiner explained that the company had been trying to come out of deficit but they remained in a vulnerable position and a decision had been taken to transfer management of the business to The Anvil.  There will be a Christmas show at the Haymarket this year.
With regard to lorries along the Bramley Road, it was reported that WPC Mandy Jewell is aware of people’s concerns about speeding.

REPORT FROM THE BOROUGH COUNCILLORS – CHINEHAM WARD

There was no report.

7.      CHARITIES

The Chairman read aloud a letter from Eleanor Burt, Treasurer of the James Christmas Educational Foundation and the Sherfield Welfare Trust.  

James Christmas Educational Foundation / Sherfield Welfare Trust:  At the meeting of the Educational Foundation & Welfare Trust held in October 2006, it was reported that the bank balances were £4,073 for the Educational Trust and £6,490 for the Welfare Trust.

The trustees had agreed to give grants from the Educational Foundation to Loddon Sports Junior Football Club, Sherfield Rainbows, Sherfield Brownies, Sherfield 0-5s and Eden Budd (towards dancing tuition).
From the Welfare Trust, grants were given to the Lunch Club towards the cost of insurance, to the Evergreens towards the cost of a Christmas event and for a strawberry summer tea. 
The Chairman thanked Eleanor, Revd Bob Politt and the trustees for their work.

8.
REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Jane Brydges reported that few changes had occurred at the AGM in November.  However Gill Fearon had become responsible for PR and publicity, rather than being Vice-Chairman.  Representation for Happy Faces had changed, and Mrs Hotchkiss had become Secretary on the resignation of Mrs Miles.  Sadly, the Florist Workshop had closed and Ann Hills had moved away.  Ann had regularly tended the flower beds and so it was hoped that a new volunteer could be found to take on this job.  Celestial Hands had moved out of No 2 cottage.  Some conversion work had subsequently taken place and the property was re-let as a dwelling in the spring. 
The 2006 fete had raised £3,000 for the Village Hall and new tables and a sound system had been purchased.  Nick Robinson was thanked for building a cupboard to house the new equipment.  The Liddell Hall had been re-decorated and the lights in the back hall and lavatories had been replaced.

A Hog Roast, Disco, Barn Dance and children’s entertainment had been organised during the year and had been very enjoyable, although attendance was down on the previous year.  

A fire risk assessment had been carried out and is now included within the Village Hall Handbook.  A new history group had formed which aimed to produce a written history of the Village Hall, ready for the Hall’s Centenary in 2009.  Mrs Brydges thanked Lois Batting and Kathleen Gaiger for their work on the project.
In order to raise extra funds, the old hall clock had been auctioned last year and had raised £400.  Membership of POSH (Patrons of Sherfield Village Hall) was encouraged in order to continue to raise funds for the Hall.  
Mrs Brydges thanked the caretaker, Jan Martin, for her hard work and enthusiasm during the year and her efforts to keep running costs low.  All members of the committee are volunteers and they were also thanked.  Mrs Brydges acknowledged the close relationship the committee has with both Sherfield PC and the Borough Council.  Finally, she appealed to residents to continue to actively support Village Hall events.
The Chairman thanked Jane Brydges for her report and her work on the Committee.

9.
REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE VILLAGE GREEN COMMITTEE
Simon Hennessey was introduced as the Chairman of the Village Green Committee and he reported that much of the work on the green during the year had been maintenance.  The green is widely used by residents and visitors for many leisure activities.  

Golden pond had been sprayed following the discovery of the invasive pond weed, Crassula.  It appeared that there had been a recent recurrence and the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust had been asked to make an assessment of the pond.

With regard to the Horse Chestnut trees along Bramley Road, Mr Hennessey reported that advice had been contradictory.  However, new information and sensible advice via the BDBC Tree Officer had just been received and a replacement programme would need to be considered.

The black poplar cuttings taken from the tree by Horse Pond are now well established.  Also, most of the young trees along the concrete path are doing well.
Volunteers continue to meet approximately every month, although during the summer months meetings tend to be held on a Thursday evening.  Volunteers had strimmed the island around the duck house on Jubilee Pond and had also cleared grass areas close to the heathers on middle green, to encourage re-generation of heathland plants in the area.  The path around Jubilee Pond had been topped up with chippings from the pollarded willows by the cricket ground. 
Mr Hennessey thanked everyone who had given time and help on the green.  He thanked the committee and particularly Vanessa Attwood who had recently retired from the committee after many years service.

The Chairman thanked Simon Hennessey, the Committee and volunteers for their work during the year.

10.
QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS 
The Chairman read aloud a card from a resident, thanking the Parish Councillors for their hard work.  Kathleen Gaiger also gave a vote of thanks to the Parish Council.

11.
CHAIRMAN’S CLOSURE OF MEETING

There being no other matters for debate, the Chairman thanked everyone for coming and contributing to the discussions and closed the meeting.
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