MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL, HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON FRIDAY 20 MAY 2005 AT 2000HRS 

There were approximately forty parishioners attending the APM including Parish and Borough Councillors.

1.
WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, including County Councillor Keith Chapman, and Borough Councillors Marilyn Tucker, Roger Gardiner and Martin Biermann.    
2. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Christine Horton.

3. 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS APM HELD 21 MAY 2004
The minutes of last year’s annual parish meeting had been tabled.  There were no amendments to be made and the minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the proceedings.

4.
CHARITIES 
The Chairman read aloud a letter from Eleanor Burt, Treasurer of the James Christmas Educational Foundation and the Sherfield Welfare Trust.  

A meeting of trustees had been held in December 2004, at which tribute was paid to Tom Newman who had sadly died in the year and who had been a trustee of the charities. 

Proceeds from the Sherfield Fete had been donated to the two Charities and the trustees were grateful to receive £500 for each charity.

Funds currently stand at:  James Christmas £4,218.63, Welfare Trust £6,458.26.

Twenty four vouchers of £6 had been distributed at Christmas for use in the Shop.

Four grants had been awarded to young people in the village in the year.  

The trustees would continue to review how best to utilise fund money, and would meet again in October 2005.

The Chairman thanked Eleanor and the trustees for their work.

5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
An Annual Report had been tabled at the meeting.  The Chairman reported on a fantastic year and highlighted the village’s success in the Calor Village of the Year competition.  He thanked everyone who had taken part during the various stages of the competition and was grateful to Lucy Marshall for co-ordinating the events.

On a sad note, he reported that Maurice Lambden had recently resigned as Parish Councillor due to ill-health and Maurice was thanked for his contribution to the Council, in particular for assisting John Dodd with the management of the allotments.  Members of the public were invited to put themselves forward for the vacancy within Sherfield-on-Loddon Ward. 
The Finance Committee continued to meet regularly under the chairmanship of Ivan Gosden.  A grant of £2,000 had been given to the Village Hall in the year to assist with laying a tarmac surface to the car park.  Also, a sum of £1,325 had been given to the St Leonard’s Church Spire appeal, representing £5 for each child in the village.

Planters had been purchased for the traffic calming units along Reading Road, and members of the WI were thanked for agreeing to take on the task of watering and tending the new plants, which had been purchased with Calor prize money.

Tracy Lander-Sims is compiling a village cook book, as a memento of the success in the Calor competition and this would be available in the summer.
There had been extensive improvements to the play area during the year, following the release of Section 106 funding (developers’ contributions) from small developments within the village.  A new parish footpath map would be available to residents very soon and Sandy Johnston was thanked for his work on these two projects.
The Chairman reminded the audience that the telephone box in Breach Lane had been removed last December but BT had finally replaced it after much correspondence.  The box had been granted Listed Building status several years ago thanks to the efforts of John Dodd’s late wife Jeannie.

The Chairman said that the Rectory development was of concern within the village at present, and he explained that the Parish Council had strongly objected to the original application for 10 dwellings in 2002.  However, approval had been granted by the Borough Council.  A 900 strong petition had been signed by local people, who were anxious about the development’s impact on the Post Office as well as the hazardous siting of the entrance to the development.  Residents were seeking advice with regard to having the approval revoked.

Efforts were still being made to link the footways outside St Leonard’s Church and close to the Sherfield Park roundabout, with assistance from Borough and County Councillors.

A period of consultation had taken place on the design of a new Community Centre at Sherfield Park.  The building is unlikely to be built before 2008 when the 250th dwelling is occupied.  There will eventually be in the region of 1,000 new homes at the site.

The Chairman reported that the plan to start work on the new pavilion had been thwarted by the length of time it is taking to receive formal approval from the Secretary of State, via DEFRA.  The replacement of the old pavilion will result in the need for an additional 11m2 of Village Green.  The project had already incurred some administrative expenses but the Parish Council wished to be cautious and wait until full approval had been given before spending money on Building Regulations, etc. 

The annual Village Fete will be held on 11 June and Sherfield School had once again offered to contribute to the event.  The School’s premises are offered to Loddon Sports on a regular basis and the School’s Bursar has indicated that the swimming pool may be available in the summer for local people to use.

The Chairman thanked Phil Cole for continuing to keep the village clear of litter and also Geraldine House-Barklie for her continued good work as Tree Warden.  It was reported that a horse chestnut tree along Bramley Road is severely diseased and will be felled very shortly. 

The Chairman said the Parish Council was grateful to David Hitchins for continuing to audit the Parish Council’s accounts each year, to WPC Jewell for attending meetings and giving advice on police matters, to Alan and Jan Martin for the day to day management of the Village Hall and to regular contractors who have carried out excellent work during the year.  He thanked the Clerk and all members of the Parish Council who he said work as a great team.

The Chairman introduced Ivan Gosden to report on the work of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.  Cllr Gosden explained that further Section 106 money would be available this year for projects within the village.  He said that the precept had been reduced this year due to the unexpected extra income received in 2004/5.  Organisations within the village were invited to come forward with requests for funding before the autumn so that they may be considered in time for setting the precept for 2006/7.  The Finance and General Purposes Committee meets bi-monthly after the Village Green Committee.  
Sandy Johnston was then invited to report on the work of the Leisure Facilities Committee and on the new parish footpath map, being produced with assistance from the Hampshire Paths Partnership.  The audience was invited to look at the draft map on display in the Hall.  The final document would be available to every household in the parish very soon.  Cllr Johnston explained that, since conducting a survey of young people last summer, a combat cableway and a new wendy house had been purchased for the playground and the swing unit had been refurbished.  Contractors continued to try to deal with the problem of molehills.  The Council planned to purchase a basketball/goalmouth later this year and improvements are to be made to the BMX track.  The tennis courts had been improved and were being well used.  New nets are to be purchased this year.

6.
ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 2003/4

The draft accounts for 2004/5 and budget for 2005/6 had been tabled.  The Chairman invited members of the public to address their questions to Ivan Gosden or the Clerk.

No questions were posed by the audience.
7.    
PROPOSAL FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THE UPKEEP OF THE BURIAL GROUND AND WAR MEMORIAL

The continued maintenance of the burial ground and war memorial was proposed by Esme Ward and seconded by Jane Brydges.
8.(a) 
REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Keith Chapman thanked those who had voted for him in the recent elections.  He reported that he continues to contribute to several committees and is involved with the Hampshire Fire and Rescue Authority. As a result of his work with that organisation, Cllr Chapman explained his aim to have sprinkler systems installed in all new public buildings belonging to Hampshire County Council.  
He reminded the audience of the recent South East Plan consultation “Your Shout”.  He said it was important to ensure that proper infrastructure is in place for the extensive development proposed within the South East.  
Cllr Chapman explained to residents that the Council Tax bill is expected to rise, due to Government’s withdrawal of funding from Hampshire County Council.  There is currently a Government proposal for schools to be funded from central office, rather than through the County Council; with budgetary control having been taken away, the County Council would not be in a position to offer any further funding to schools if needed.  

Cllr Chapman believed that able/gifted children should be given special school places to allow them to progress further.  With regard to children with behavioural problems, the Hampshire Music Service funds 72 ensembles and many young people are benefiting from working within these groups. 

He spoke about proposals for a school at Sherfield Park and explained that this is at consultation stage at the moment.
Cllr Martin Biermann of Chineham Ward was then welcomed to the meeting and addressed the audience.  He explained that Taylors Farm was within his Ward, although within the boundary of Sherfield Parish.  He had noted that new bus stop signs had now been installed outside the new development, and the subject of the footway between Sherfield Park and St Leonard’s Church was again raised.  Cllr Chapman confirmed that the County Council is aware that the A33 is a “critical route” between Basingstoke and Sherfield and funding could be reallocated to improve the link.

Cllr Biermann believed that it was important for a primary school to be built within Sherfield Park although unfortunately it seemed unlikely that either the school or the doctors’ surgery would be built.
Attempts to develop land between the A33 and the A30 would probably continue in the future as a result of the Local Plan and SE Plan.  Cllr Biermann suggested that the SE Plan consultation exercise had been a travesty of fairness and the questionnaire “Your Shout” had been very misleading.
8.(b) 
REPORT FROM THE BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Cllr Tucker supported her colleagues’ comments regarding the SE Plan and the need for adequate infrastructure; locally, this must include improvements to the A33 which could be seen as a useful outcome of the Plan.  With regard to the Local Plan, there was strong local opposition to the proposed development at German Road, Bramley.  Within Basingstoke town centre, there were plans to redevelop and improve New Road and “the top of town”, to include further multi-storey car parking.   Recycling is under review within the Borough and it was reported that there is a need to increase the quantity of waste recycled.  The Rectory development was again raised for discussion and Cllr Tucker confirmed that any application to revoke the approval on legal grounds would be difficult to achieve, and would need to be referred to the Secretary of State, but she would continue to make enquiries on behalf of concerned residents. 
Cllr Gardiner raised the subject of Section 106 funding and confirmed that this is currently a matter of review within the Borough Council.  He reported that the Borough had been considering developing a 24 hour on-line customer service, but Cllr Gardiner had expressed concern that the money involved in such a project could be better spent.  He reported that in 2002 the Electoral Commission had conducted a Boundary Review; a fresh review is due to take place in the near future.
9. 
REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Esme Ward was welcomed to the meeting to present her report to the audience.  The car park had been resurfaced with grants received from the Borough and Parish Councils, for which the VHMC was very grateful.  It had been decided that salt bins would not be installed, for insurance reasons.  Section 106 community funding had been received for refitting the kitchen in the Main Hall and Natalie Larner, Vice Chairman, was thanked for co-ordinating this particular project and for supporting the Chairman with other tasks.   Repair work to the roof of the Main Hall was of current concern, as was the need for further storage for regular user groups, refitting the toilets and improving access to the Halls.  Alan and Jan Martin were thanked for their hard work as Caretaker and Bookings Secretary and for organising the successful Casino Night, which had raised funds for the Village Hall.  A new fund-raising idea was about to be launched in the form of “POSH” – Patrons of Sherfield (Village) Hall – and details would be circulated with the next issue of the Loddon Valley Link magazine.  
The Chairman thanked Mrs Ward and all members of the Committee for their hard work.
10. 
REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE VILLAGE GREEN COMMITTEE
Simon Hennessey was introduced as the Chairman of the Village Green Committee.  Mr Hennessey explained that he had taken over as Chairman from John Dodd several months ago and he thanked Cllr Dodd for his work on the committee.  It was explained that the work of the Village Green Committee is primarily maintenance work, thanks to the good works done by the Committee in previous years.  The new weir on Jubilee Pond was working well and was maintaining the water level during the summer.  Path repairs had taken place around the pond and new chippings had been laid. New trees had been planted in the year and the red oaks and larches were doing well although the silver birches opposite the war memorial had not survived.  The cuttings which had been taken from the rare black poplar tree next to Horse Pond were now well established.  As reported earlier, one of the horse chestnut trees along the Bramley Road would need to be removed due to disease.  Geraldine House-Barklie was thanked for her work as Tree Warden during the year.  A report from the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust on managing the Green was being considered; one of the Trust’s project managers would be conducting a guided walk around the Green on Saturday 25 June and residents were encouraged to come along.  Volunteers now meet on the Green on the first Saturday of each month and new members are always welcomed.  A schedule of work for the volunteers has been agreed by the Committee and Parish Council.  The audience was reminded that one of the regular Village Green Volunteers is 85 year old Clem Keeble, who took part in a sponsored parachute jump for charity a few years ago and who is about to repeat the exercise again this weekend.

11.       QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS 
A member of the audience wished to ask Cllr Chapman why the Bus service from the Leisure Centre only goes as far as Basing View.   It was noted that the temporary car park in Gresley Road had been removed.  Cllr Chapman reported that there are plans to extend the bus service as far as the North Hants Hospital but that it is a Basingstoke enterprise and would not extend as far as Sherfield-on-Loddon.

In the light of a question about the Rectory development, the Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council had protested strongly about the proposals when they were presented some years ago, but the objection had not been supported by the Planning Department and so little further could be done by the Parish Council at this stage.  Cllr Chapman confirmed that the Highway Authority used to have the power to refuse applications on the grounds of highway safety, but that power had been taken away in recent years.
Revd Politt thanked the Parish Council for the annual donation for churchyard maintenance and for support given to the St Leonard’s Church Spire Appeal.  He reported that, although grant money had been confirmed from English Heritage, a further £47,000 had to be raised by the PCC for necessary restoration works to the Church.  On behalf of the village, Revd Politt also thanked the Parish Council for the work they do.
A member of the audience asked whether a topping would be added to the tarmac car park, as suggested in a previous notice from the Village Hall Management Committee.  Mrs Ward advised that the recent allocation of section 106 money had been given on condition that it is spent on the kitchen.  The topping was no longer considered to be a priority.
It was suggested that safety surfacing should cover the entire area of the playground, which would prevent the problem with molehills, and would encourage greater use of the area in the winter.  Sandy Johnston replied that permanent pathways were being considered as part of the DDA review, but suggested that the cost of resurfacing the entire area may be prohibitive.  However, he agreed to take the suggestion forward within committee.
12.       CHAIRMAN’S CLOSURE OF MEETING

There being no other matters for debate, the Chairman thanked everyone for coming and contributing to the discussions and closed the meeting.
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