MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL, HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON FRIDAY 21 MAY 2004 AT 2000HRS 

There were approximately forty parishioners attending the APM including Parish and Borough Councillors.

1.
WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, including Borough Councillors Marilyn Tucker and Roger Gardiner and County Councillor Keith Chapman, Sgt Chris Swallow and WPC Mandy Jewell.  
2. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Martin Biermann and Elaine Still (Chineham Ward Councillors), Nick Robinson, Christine Horton and Inspector Gatehouse, who regretted that he could not attend due to an unforeseen domestic issue.  In his place, Sergeant Chris Swallow of Whitchurch Police Station was in attendance to deliver the presentation on Rural Crime.

3. 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS APM HELD 2 MAY 2003
The minutes of last year’s annual parish meeting had been tabled.  There were no amendments to be made and the minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the proceedings.

4. 
PRESENTATION ON RURAL CRIME

The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had recently requested Parish representation on the Borough’s Community Safety Forum, and this had been granted.  The possibility of nominating a Councillor will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.

Sergeant Swallow was then introduced, and he began his report by explaining how policing has changed in recent years and had become more “intelligence-led”.  He explained that information is needed from the public more than ever and people should be willing to provide statements to the police so that they then have the power to take action against criminals.  Police work is also more directional, where officers are tasked with certain areas of policing.  There are currently 40 officers policing the rural areas in the Basingstoke Division, which is proportional to the amount of crime committed there, compared with urban areas.   Two main stations, Basingstoke and Whitchurch, police the whole area.  There is one fast response area car, and a number of section cars.  
With regard to antisocial behaviour, the police are able to work with other organisations and individuals to tackle problems, and he cited some examples of recent situations.  He reminded the audience that WPC Mandy Jewell is beat officer in Sherfield-on-Loddon and that most of her time is spent in Bramley, with only 7% of her time being needed in Sherfield and other smaller parishes. 

There being no questions from the audience, the Chairman thanked Sergeant Swallow for his presentation and summarised by urging people to be prepared to contact the police to report any criminal incidents.

5.
CHARITIES 
The Chairman read aloud a letter from Eleanor Burt, new Treasurer of the James Christmas Educational Foundation and the Sherfield Welfare Trust.  

A meeting of trustees had been held in November, at which tribute was paid to Peter Reynolds who sadly had died in the year. 

Funds currently stand at:  James Christmas £4,049.44, Welfare Trust £5,747.53.

Christmas vouchers had been distributed, and alternative ways of using the Trust funds would be considered.  Three grants were approved from the Education Foundation, totalling £240.00.

A proportion of the proceeds from the Village Fete on 12 June would be given to the Charities, for which the trustees were very grateful.

The Chairman thanked Eleanor and the trustees for their work.

6.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her work during the year and explained that the number of hours for the post had substantially increased.

Traffic Calming:  Since last year, the traffic calming units had been installed which had allowed a 30 mph restriction throughout the village.   Cobbled imprints are still to be installed by The Four Horseshoes and if this does not slow traffic down sufficiently, another pinch point may be installed outside the Village Hall.

Planters for the Reading Road build-outs are still being considered by the Highway Authority.  The Parish Council would like to hear from Groups in the Village willing to “adopt” a planter, to keep it watered, weeded and planted.  
Flooding:  The Highway Authority had carried out works to alleviate flooding by Cheshunt Lodge and in Wildmoor Lane.  They are currently investigating excess surface water on the old Reading Road, near to the ponds.  Engineers have assured the Parish Council that surface water from Sherfield Park will not be excessive and that water courses flowing through MoD land are to be cleared.  

Richard Gaiger had prepared a Flood Action Plan for the village and is arranging for a stockpile of sandbags for general use in the case of a severe flood. 
Schools:  It is understood that most children leaving Bramley School go to The Hurst School and the Parish Council intends to approach Hampshire County Council with Nick Robinson’s suggestion of seeking free transport to Hurst School for pupils in Sherfield.  Councillor Chapman said that any such arrangement would be highly unlikely, as he believed that free school buses are to be phased out, even for catchment area schools.
Welcome Pack:  Tracy Lander-Sims, Nick Robinson and Jacqui Skillett had worked towards compiling a welcome pack, which was to have been given to all new residents of Sherfield Park.  Croudace were approach for their input and to see if they would be prepared to fund part of the cost of the venture.  It eventually became clear that Croudace had decided to produce their own welcome pack.  However, much of the prepared material could be used in the new Parish Footpath Guide, which Sandy Johsnton is preparing with Hampshire County Council. 

Parish Plan:  Funding which had been offered by the Countryside Agency had been withdrawn.  However, the Parish Council is investigating funding from “Awards for All” which may allow the project to go ahead, and which will involve input from all age groups within the village.  With regard to Quality Parish Status, the Parish Council cannot now qualify for at least another four years, as 80% must be elected members, and only 7 people have been nominated for the 10 places available on 10 June.  Also, the Clerk is not able to spend the extra time required to gain the AQA qualification at the present time.   

Village Green:  The Village Green Committee chaired by Harry Moore acts in an advisory capacity making recommendations to the Parish Council on the upkeep of the Village Green, including grass cutting, ditch clearance, tree planting, pond clearance and bridge repair.  

Landscaping and piping of the ditch by the War Memorial were carried out in the year and the names of servicemen were repainted.  Shrubs were planted by the White Hart and wild flower seeds, shrubs and three oaks were planted on the roundabout.
Mike Barnes, Barry and Roy Bulpitt and Phil Cole, Litter Warden, were thanked for their work around the village.  The Chairman also thanked those who work voluntarily on the green, in particular Clem who regularly helps, whatever the weather, and the Tree Wardens Geraldine House-Barklie and Vanessa Attwood, who had recently stood down.  Finally, it was reported that Harry Moore was retiring from the Village Green Committee and everyone joined the Chairman in thanking Harry for all his hard work over the years.

Allotments:  John Dodd was thanked for arranging the allotments to be tidied and rotovated.  The Chairman apologised to allotment holders affected by the recent damage caused when a full skip was removed from the allotment path on wet ground.  
Playground/Tennis Courts:  Sandy Johnston was thanked for arranging to have the tennis courts cleaned and it was reported that these would soon be painted.  Money from Section 106 agreements would soon be available for recreational facilities and a questionnaire would be circulated to young people via the Loddon Valley Link seeking views on new facilities.  These would be collected on the day of the Fete or beforehand in the Shop and Post Office.

Football Pavilion:  The Chairman explained that the Parish Council’s plan to demolish the 40 year old wooden football pavilion and replace it with a brick built one behind the car park was now being considered by the Planning Department at the Borough Council.  He explained that the new building would be screened with new planting.  Financial assistance would be sought to pay for the new building.

Cricket Pavilion:  The Borough Council had awarded a Borough Amenity Grant for repair to the Cricket Outfield.  A further grant was expected for repairs to the roof of the pavilion, which would take place in June or July.
Finance and General Purposes Committee:  The Chairman explained that this committee meets at least every two months, under the chairmanship of Ivan Gosden.  Part of the committee’s remit is to prepare a budget in order for the Parish Council to set the precept for the following year.  For 2004/5 the precept had risen by £3,000, equivalent to an additional £5 per annum for a Band D property.  Two thousand pounds had been allocated as a grant for the Village Hall to assist with laying a new car park.  Additionally, as the Clerk’s hours have increased, the Parish Council had agreed to increase her salary accordingly.  The Section 106 monies had just been confirmed, which will help with the cost of capital projects and should prevent large increases in the next couple of years.  Section 106 money will not be coming from Sherfield Park developments as planners have said that residents will not use village facilities.  Developer contributions toward the cost of extending the burial ground had also been refused, but it is understood that the Borough Council is reviewing this situation.
Planning Committee:  It was reported that 38 applications had been considered at 12 committee meetings.  Two of the applications which the Parish Council had considered unacceptable were later approved by the Borough.  The Parish Council were able to convince the Local Planning Authority that North Foreland Lodge should become a Listed Building to protect its future.  The Parish Council had opposed the proposal to erect a TETRA mast at SCATS on health grounds but the Planning Authority were unable to take these objections into account.  The Sherfield Tetra Action Group, headed by John and Gill Fearon, is supported by many villagers including a number of parish councillors.  There had been much media coverage and steps were being taken to find another site, but in the meantime STAG will continue its campaign.
The Parish Council had responded to the Local Plan Review 2nd Deposit, in its own right and through membership of Country Watch.  Sherfield and other local parishes have been setting aside money each year in case legal representation is necessary at the forthcoming Public Inquiry, and the Parish Council would soon consider the release of some of its funds. 
Chineham Incinerator:  The Chairman reported that he represents the Parish Council on the Chineham Incinerator Liaison Panel and the plant is currently working very efficiently.  A report of black smoke coming from the stack some months ago was investigated, but turned out to be sightings of vapour with the sun behind.  Additionally, construction work had to be carried out to allow the Environment Agency’s to complete tests for toxicity at the top of the chimney.  
Bramblys Grange Surgery:  Unfortunately, the visiting service to Sherfield Village Hall had been cancelled as the surgery felt that it was no longer practical to run.

Bottle Banks:  Having considered but rejected alternative sites, a decision was taken to have the bottle banks removed, but the Parish Council is pursuing kerbside glass collection.  Other projects being pursued include the creation of a pedestrian crossing point on Bramley Road and a pathway from Sherfield Park to St Leonard’s church.  
Website:  The Clerk had been working with the Borough Council to develop the website, www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk.  Feedback from residents would be welcomed. 
Calor Hampshire Village of the Year:  An application had been submitted and the Parish Council would soon be notified of the date when the judges will visit.

Loddon Valley Link:  The Chairman thanked the editors of the Loddon Valley Link for allowing the Parish Council a regular slot in the magazine.  

7.
ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 2003/4

The draft accounts for 2003/4 and budget for 2004/5 had been tabled.  The Chairman invited members of the public to address their questions to Ivan Gosden or the Clerk.

No questions were posed by the audience.
8.    
PROPOSAL FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THE UPKEEP OF THE BURIAL GROUND AND WAR MEMORIAL

The continued maintenance of the burial ground and war memorial was proposed by Percy Sims and seconded by Kathleen Gaiger.
Percy Sims reported that the burial ground would be full within 5 years, when the churchyard would be closed by the Diocese.  The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council would need to consider making arrangements for an extension to the burial ground, otherwise future burials will take place in Worting Road Cemetery.   This would be an issue for the Parish Council to discuss with the PCC.
9(a)
REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Keith Chapman was very pleased that the 30 mph limit has now been introduced into the village.  

He reported attending a recent seminar on TETRA communications masts and confirmed that the County Council will allow them on their land, although not close to schools.  He explained that digital communications are preferred by the police.  A different system is used in France and Spain where they use fewer masts.  In Holland it has been recognised that the electro-magnetic waves are harmful to health, and consequently TETRA is not used there, but in the UK the government has decided to monitor their effects with a 20 year research programme.  
He reported that Hampshire County Council will not allow GM foods to be grown on their land.
Cllr Chapman is a member of many committees, and spoke of his work on the County Councils Education Committee, Social Services Committee and Adoption Panel.  With regard to funding for village halls, he reported that money is available for maintenance and he invited the Village Hall Management Committee to write to him for advice on how to secure grant money. 

He is also a member of the Health and Scrutiny Committee.  The Community Health Councils network had been abolished but there had been no organisation established to replace its function and this was of concern to the committee.

Cllr Chapman reported that a Bill is being passed through Parliament to abolish free school transport.  Again on the subject of transportation, he reported that a noise assessment is being carried out on the M3 motorway.  Only £5million is being spent on noise reduction on roads for the whole of the UK.

There are plans to establish transit camps for travellers, along routes which the travellers use regularly.  

The Councillor spoke of the development of the Spatial Strategy, the long-term plan for housing development in the South East.  The Chairman of the Parish Council reminded Cllr Chapman of the large housing development planned for Bramley and expressed the village’s concern at the impact which the additional through-traffic would have on Sherfield.    
The Chairman thanked Councillor Chapman for his report.

(b)  REPORT FROM BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Councillors Marilyn Tucker and Roger Gardiner were present, and Cllr Tucker was invited to present the Borough Councillors’ report.  
Cllr Tucker was concerned about the planned, local increase in housing, which included 2100 homes in Popley Way, 1016 in Rooksdown, 1000 in Taylors Farm and 3000 in Manydown.  The latter development, she believed, would put a serious strain on the A340 route into Basingstoke, and she was also concerned that the infrastructure was insufficient to cope with increased water and sewerage from the development.

Cllr Tucker referred to the 277 houses planned for German Road, Bramley.  She pointed out that this was a brownfield site and was due for development.  However, she believed that the large development was due to the fact that Bramley has a railway station.  A car park for the station will be built at the far end of the new development.  Further consideration is being given to opening a station at Chineham.  However, by the time this has been opened, residents living at Taylor’s Farm will have established a pattern of working and may not use the local station.

Cllr Tucker was concerned for residents in Stratfield Saye, who have no local amenities and no bus service.  She hoped that arrangements might be made for a Cango bus service at some time.

On the subject of recycling, her view was that collection from the home was preferable.  
The Chairman thanked Cllr Tucker for her report.

10.    VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

Esme Ward, Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee, reported that it had again been a very busy year.  She was pleased to report that “Rainbows”, part of the Girl Guides, would be meeting regularly again.  Happy Faces now runs an additional two afternoon sessions and the Sunday Club meets once a month.  Mrs Ward thanked all the groups who regularly book the halls.  £10,000 had been taken in bookings since last October, and a donation from the proceeds of last year’s summer fete had also helped with the running of the halls.  The car park will be laid to tarmac before October to comply with the Disability Discrimination Act, with some support from the Electoral Services Department.  During the year, a crumbling chimney stack had to be removed from the main hall, fencing was replaced, a shed was demolished and tree stumps were removed from the garden.  Future plans include the replacement of the kitchen in the main hall, and an improvement of storage areas for regular users.  Mrs Ward wished to thank Alan and Jan Martin for their hard work and contribution to the smooth running of the halls.  She also wished to record her gratitude for the support she receives from members of the Management Committee. 
11.    VILLAGE GREEN COMMITTEE REPORT

Harry Moore reported that a lot of maintenance work had been carried out during the year, including laying piping and filling a ditch close to the War Memorial, removal and replacement of a broken seat, reed clearance from Jubilee pond, purchase of red oaks and larch trees using Laings money.  The committee was grateful to receive a donation of a red oak tree from Donna Soames, who had grown up in the village.

A balsam poplar had been damaged during a storm, but this now appeared to be recovering well.  Arrangements had been made to clear and re-pipe a ditch close to Dove Cottage.  Posts and railing had been installed between the car park and football field.  A headwall had been replaced in a ditch close to the ponds.  Two new projects were being considered, to clay line Golden Pond and to provide a picnic area, both projects had been submitted for environmental and regeneration grant aid.

Cllr Moore paid tribute to Clem Keeble who he said worked so hard to help maintain the green.  He thanked all who give up their time to keep the green looking its best.

The Chairman again thanked Cllr Moore for his work and chairmanship of the Village Green Committee.

12.   QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS

A member of the audience reported seeing vandalism at the Barn, close to Longbridge Mill.  The Chairman reported that planning approval had been granted for work to begin to convert the Barn into office accommodation with glass connecting units.

Following a question about Borough Grants, it was confirmed that the Borough makes an annual payment to each parish, and this year the grant has increased from £500 to £1000. 
Kathleen Gaiger reported that a drain is blocked close to Orchard Lea in Goddards Lane, and floods regularly.  The Chairman agreed to contact the Highways Authority to ask for the problem to be rectified.  He confirmed that the potholes along Goddards Lane will be repaired this year.
Percy Sims asked if people could cut their hedges back so that they do not overhang the pavements in Goddards Close.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the owners.
John Barker was concerned that signage for the new road buildouts were too close to the War Memorial area.  It was agreed that the Highway Authority would be asked whether anything could be done.

It was reported that a “no cycling” sign had been removed from the pathway between Northfield Road and Reading Road.  It was also noted that the privet hedge along the path was overhanging and the Clerk would write to the owners.

Percy Sims reported that branches were hanging too low over the pathway between the village and St Leonard’s church.  The Clerk would arrange for the plants to be cut back.

13.   CHAIRMAN’S CLOSURE OF MEETING

Regarding the forthcoming election, the Chairman reported that 5 people had been nominated for the 6 places within Sherfield Ward, and 2 had been put forward for the 4 vacancies within the new Taylor’s Farm Ward.  Therefore, there would be no requirement for a Parish Council election as the seats were uncontested.  The Chairman asked parishioners to vote for their Ward Councillors and MEPs on 10 June.  

Kathleen Gaiger thanked the Parish Council for their hard work during the year.

There being no other matters for debate, the Chairman thanked everyone for coming and contributing to the discussions and closed the meeting.
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