             MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON FRIDAY 2ND MAY 2003 AT 1930HRS IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

There were approximately forty parishioners attending the APM including Parish and Borough Councillors.

1.
WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He congratulated Roger Gardiner on his re-election as Borough Councillor.  

The Chairman then introduced and thanked the new Parish Clerk and Parish Councillors.  He wished to record his thanks to Marion Morse who had held post as Clerk for 6 years and had recently stepped down due to other work and family commitments.  He wished also to express his appreciation to Jan and Alan Martin for all they do for the Village Hall.
2. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Vanessa Attwood, County Councillor Keith Chapman, Ivan Gosden, Chris Horton, Clem Keeble, Helena Perry, Revd R Politt and Borough Councillor Marilyn Tucker.
3. 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS APM HELD 11 MAY 2002
Under “Planning” on page 1, the minute would be amended to read “There may be a major development East of Basingstoke…”          
Under “Warding” on page 2, it would be made clear that the Parish will include Sherfield Hall and  Sherfield Park.  Calleva Ward had lost Sherfield Hall, Sherfield Park and the Southern end of the Parish to Chineham.
With these amendments, it was agreed that the minutes be accepted as a true record of the proceedings and would be signed by the Chairman.  This was proposed by Harry Moore and Seconded by Nick Robinson.
4.
CHARITIES 
The Chairman read aloud his letter to Revd Politt, expressing his sadness at the recent death of Peter Reynolds and inviting one of the trustees to speak about Peter and the work of the Sherfield Welfare Trust at the APM.  Unfortunately, Revd Politt had been unable to attend but explained in his reply to the Chairman that there was nothing to report on the James Christmas Educational Fund; the Trust did not convene its usual meeting in November and the account books need to be updated.  However, Christmas vouchers had been distributed.
In his letter the Rector also referred to the need for a new burial site, as there is a 5 year capacity in the graveyard and the increased parish size would mean an increased demand for space.  The land would need to be purchased by the Parish Council and this matter would be considered in due course.  Mr John Barker suggested that areas of old graves could be re-used, as they are in other graveyards.  It was agreed that this would be looked into.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Village Green:  The Chairman thanked all members of the Village Green Committee and the two tree wardens, Vanessa Attwood and Geraldine House-Barklie, for their continued efforts to maintain the village green.  He thanked all volunteers and especially Clem Keeble who turned out every weekend to help, and Phil Cole, the Litter Warden, for keeping the village tidy.  

Most of the work is now maintenance, although there will be capital expenditure on some new tasks, eg; bridge over centre ditch and piping the ditch to the front of the war memorial, planting to the rear of the memorial, clearing and improving the area between the bus shelter and phone box, landscaping to the A33 roundabout.  Plans will be displayed to allow residents to comment.  There will probably be grant funding available, although not for all tasks, and so priorities will need to be established.
Play Area:  The play area has undergone some major improvements for which Sandy Johnston has been responsible, including fencing, new playground units for smaller children and safety surfacing.  Letters of thanks had been received for the work done so far and the Chairman wished to add his thanks for the hard work which Sandy had put into the project.
The next stage of the project would be an aerial runway, suitable for older children, and pictures of the proposed apparatus were displayed for information.  
Football Pavilion:  The Chairman had received a very reasonable quotation for special foundations which will not damage the roots of  the chestnut tree, which grows next to the site.  Discussions with planners and the building regulation department are continuing. 
Flood Action Plan:  Flooding has become more frequent in the village and Richard Gaiger is putting together a Flood Action Plan. 
Welcome Pack:  A welcome pack for the new residents of Sherfield Park is being prepared by Tracy Lander-Sims and Nick Robinson, with assistance from Jacqui Skillett.  Croudace Homes had been asked to contribute but it was apparent that they had never considered such an exercise before.  Some of the information will be used on the new Parish Web Site, which is being sponsored by BDBC. 

Traffic Calming:  At the public meeting in March, the overwhelming majority of the audience were in favour of a permanent scheme, with some amendments.  Plans are awaited from the County Council, and these will be put on display for 14 days to allow residents time to comment.

The Chairman reported the results of a speed loop which had been set up outside the Village Hall.  Over 14 days, 1,800 vehicles had travelled in a northerly direction and the average speed was under 30 mph.  Five hundred vehicles had travelled south, averaging under 26 mph.  Speeds were lower during school run times.  There is a proposal to remove the traffic calming unit outside the School House and replace it with narrowing bands.  A pinch point would be put back outside the Village Hall on a trial basis to test its effectiveness.
Incinerator:  The Chairman reported that Integra and the Environment Agency are taking great care to properly manage this potentially lethal weapon but, unfortunately, Hampshire County Council and Integra seem reluctant to provide adequate off-site screen planting to hide the building or to address the serious problem of light pollution from the site.  The Chineham Incinerator Liaison Panel is maintaining its campaign on these issues.

Sherfield Park:  There are still reduced speed limits and delays on the A33.  An application had recently been received for advertising hoarding to be placed next to the roundabout, which would probably be given approval.

The Rectory Development:  There had been a record number of planning applications received during the year.  It would appear that the Rectory development would go ahead, although the campaign against it had almost been successful.  Berkeley Homes had indicated that if they were unable to begin by 8 May, they would no longer be interested in the site.  However, if this was the case, the site would be sold on to another builder to complete the development.

Breach Barn:  Approval had been given to convert the Grade II Listed Barn and surrounding, collapsed farm buildings into 5000 sq ft of offices and B1 industrial accommodation with just 14 car parking spaces.

Local Plan:  The possibility of a major development on the west side of Basingstoke has been indicated for 2011.  However, if unsuccessful a development of 6,000 homes covering land between the Chineham Incinerator to the A30 could go ahead instead.  There was concern that there had been no biodiversity action plan in the three valleys, and this was now being addressed.  It would be necessary to study and catalogue the flora and fauna in the area in order to protect it and the information gathered would provide a key defence against any major building development.
Declaration of Interest/Code of Conduct:  All Councillors are now required to provide the Borough Council with information about any interests they may have, which could be seen to affect the decision making process.
Freedom of Information Act:  Members of the general public are already entitled to see accounts and documents produced by the Parish Council, but the Act emphasises the need for parish councils to be proactive in the provision of information.
Standing Orders:  Standing Orders had been approved and adopted to allow for more formal proceedings.

Quality Councils:  Guidance on this topic is being put together by DEFRA, and more information is awaited.
Parish Charter:  The Charter is an agreement between the Parish and Borough for the benefit of parishioners.  This is still in draft format.
Double Taxation:  This topic is currently under discussion.  It is clear that, in some cases, residents are paying tax twice for services which are being carried out by the Borough and the Parish.

Village Fete:  The Village Fete will be held on 7 June, profits will go towards the Village Hall and the Charity Headway.  

Flower Festival:  This will take place at St Leonard’s Church on 5 and 6 July.  The festival will include a concert on Saturday evening and Songs of Praise at the church on Sunday.

6.
ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 2002/3 

A document had been tabled.  The Chairman reported that the accounts to 31 March 2003 were still only in Draft form.  He pointed out that the surplus from the previous year had meant that the account had not gone into the red.  More money had been allocated to open spaces for the current year.  Expenditure would almost certainly be £7,000 more.
The Chairman and Clerk were very grateful to David Hitchins of Cryer and Co, who had carried out the audit and had given a lot of advice on maintaining the accounts.  The Parish Council would now be provided with a quarterly budget update.

Mrs Gaiger asked why landscaping the War Memorial would cost £2,000.  It was explained that this had been the lowest quotation, received from DSO, but that it is also the subject of a grant application.  Harry Moore agreed to show Mrs Gaiger a copy of the quotation, showing precisely what work is to be carried out next to the memorial.
Mr Sims asked why ditch clearing had been listed in two categories.  It was explained that these were indeed for different tasks.

7.
PROPOSAL FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THE UPKEEP OF THE
BURIAL GROUND AND WAR MEMORIAL
It was proposed by Mrs Esme Ward and seconded by Mrs Kathleen Gaiger and unanimously agreed that the Parish should continue to support the upkeep of the Burial Ground and War Memorial.

8(a) 
REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR
It was reported that County Councillor Keith Chapman could not attend the meeting.

In his absence, Councillor Gardiner reported the issues of interest and concern, which included Council Tax.  Borough tax had increased by 2 ½ % and County by 15 % this year, as a result of a £48 million Government cut.  The County had to choose whether to reduce services or put up tax and had chosen the latter.  Similarly, the police authority had lost £15 million and they had opted to put up the precept rather than reduce staff.  The Government intention is to move funds to deprived areas, ie; transferring from south to north.  As a consequence, education spending had been badly affected in Hampshire.  It appeared that Borough Tax would need to rise again next year. 

8(b)
REPORT FROM BOROUGH COUNCILLORS

In her written report, Councillor Tucker had highlighted that funds would be available for rural infrastructure improvements, eg; traffic calming, car parks, footways, village entry features.  Several environmental grants had been approved for Sherfield.  She reported that the Government requirement for the density of housing is now 30-50 houses per hectare, with maximum rather than minimum parking space allocation, basing this on an assumption that people would be using public transport.  She felt this was worrying as public transport is inadequate, particularly in rural areas. 
Planning; the Borough Council is to delegate more and consult less.  There will be a requirement to have at least 5 objections before taking an application to committee – a Parish Council response would count as a single, collective objection and so a situation could arise where Parish Councillors resort to submitting responses individually.  
There is to be an experimental flexi bus service (Kango) for rural areas and Councillor Tucker hopes that this could extend to Stratfield Saye, Sherfield and Bramley, to cater for passengers using Bramley railway station.
There is to be a development of 200 homes in German Road, Bramley, and a car park will be provided; however, it would be too far from the station to be of any use to passengers.   Campbell Road will service the new development.  The Borough are looking at access and will report back to the parishes as planning develops.  There followed discussion on the effect the development would have on traffic through Sherfield village and the A33.  The Chairman commented that the simplest and least invasive route for traffic to reach the A33 would be through the MoD property to the south of the development via Dixon Road, linking in by the roundabout next to Sherfield Park.  It was suggested that this could reduce traffic through Sherfield by 50%.  It was pointed out that this had been considered and rejected in the past, but it was agreed that the matter should be raised once again.  Councillor Gardiner was urged to do all he could to persuade the planners to develop that route.

Overview/Scrutiny Committee; Councillor Tucker has been successful in setting up a committee to look at the problem of ragwort and its control/elimination. 

For his own report, Councillor Gardiner was pleased that Festival Place had opened and was proving a great success.  Regarding yesterday’s election, the “e-voting” method did not appear to have made any significant difference to the number of people choosing to vote, nor the speed of determining the results and more work would need to be done.  In answer to a question from the audience, Councillor Gardiner confirmed that the exercise had cost £160,000 but that this had come from Government funds and local tax payers would not pay the bill.  Regarding the election result, the Conservatives had gained two seats from the Liberals.  
The Chairman thanked the Councillors for their work on behalf of the village.
9.
VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mrs Esme Ward, Chair of the Village Hall Management Committee, gave her annual report to parishioners.  Bookings had increased almost to capacity.  Ted Garside had stepped down as Treasurer after 10 years and the Management Committee had appointed two people in his place, to carry out bookkeeping and accounting.   Work on the property included a new speed hump, which is helping to prevent people from driving too fast into the car park in order to turn their cars around.  Downlighting is to be installed so that the obstacle can be seen clearly by drivers and pedestrians alike.  All electrics within the properties had recently been checked.  A relief caretaker for when Alan is on holiday had been found.  There could soon be an increase in booking fees, as a recent survey of other local halls had shown that Sherfield Village Hall is cheap by comparison and is unique in that it provides a caretaker service for customers.  Alan and Jan continue to work hard, for which they were thanked.  They had recently raised a further £500 for the resurfacing of the car park.  The estimated cost for the car park project is £20,000.  A grant application had been submitted and Mrs Ward thanked the Councillors for their support of the application.  Another major project would be the installation of a fire alarm system, which would alert the caretaker if a fire were to break out in any of the rooms.  Mrs Ward reported on an incident last week when a picture had been removed from the Hall for several days, then later returned.  A health and safety assessment had taken place, which highlighted the need for some corrective actions.  A metal railing is to be placed along the high step between the concrete path and the lawn in the garden to prevent accidents.  

The Chairman thanked Mrs Ward and the Committee for providing such an excellent facility for all to enjoy.

10.
VILLAGE GREEN MANAGEMENT REPORT
Harry Moore presented the audience with an update on the work of the Committee, and highlighted outstanding work to be carried out, which included the following:  Reeds were to be removed from Jubilee Pond.  Work on Golden Pond is continuing.  Work on the drainage by Cheshunt Cottage is now a priority, as is the ditch by Dove Cottage which could be a health hazard.  In the centre brook, stumps would be ground down, once the water level drops.  The seat at Horse Pond is broken and needs to be replaced and volunteers are required to help to transport and fix the new bench into place.   Two other repaired seats will go to the play area and the tennis courts.  The bin at the end of Wildmoor Lane needs a new liner.  The Parish Council hope to have a new larger bin next to the bottle banks.  The BMX track is now safe to use.  The damaged fencing behind the triangular plot of land by the chicane is to be removed.   A new, deciduous tree had been planted on the land opposite the White Hart Public House.  The topsoil there had been levelled and is looking tidier.  Some trees along the concrete path in Goddards Lane are dying and it is hoped that these can be replaced.  Mr Moore asked for ideas about how to deal with the drainage problem in the area by the Millennium stone.  Sherfield-on-Loddon had received runner-up certificates for environmental awards presented by the Borough, and trophies could be seen in the Garden Room.  Mr Moore thanked all the volunteers and the two tree wardens for the work they do on behalf of the village.

Mrs Gaiger wished to record her thanks to the helpers for the work they do on the Green which gives enjoyment to parishioners and to people passing through the village.

11.
QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS
Patricia Harding said that an article had appeared in the Gazette on the subject of ownership of the allotments and she wanted to know whether there are plans to develop the land.  The Chairman said that there were no plans to build on the land, and in fact allotments are protected by law.  The deeds to the allotments had receintly been returned to the Parish Council by its former bankers, The Nat West. 

Two residents complained about the amount of rubbish on the allotments.  John Dodd replied that BDBC would soon be removing the rubbish and erecting a fence between the allotments and adjoining properties.

Lois Batting asked residents with hedges which overhang pavements to consider the safety of pedestrians, particularly those with prams and pushchairs and to keep them trimmed back.

John Barker suggested that traffic approaching the new roundabout at Sherfield Park from the north would experience long delays as drivers would need to give way to traffic from the new estate.  He suggested that the highways department should consider installing traffic lights to regulate the flow of traffic.   Also, he felt that the road surfacing on the A33 south of the new roundabout was unacceptable.  He asked whether the blind spot at Redlands could be reduced by levelling the hump.  The Chairman agreed to pass these points on to the area surveyor.

The audience again raised the issue of new housing in Bramley.  With the 200 new homes in Bramley and 700 in Sherfield Park, Jacqui Skillett wanted clarification as to where children would go to school.  It was noted that some village children of secondary school age travel as far as Kempshott.  Councillor Gardiner replied that the County Council would only provide a new school “when provision is needed”. 

Mr Sims pointed out that Chineham Incinerator is actually sited within Old Basing parish.
Mrs Ward asked about the status of the new houses in Longbridge Close, as there had been very little building activity of late. The Chairman replied that the build was going ahead, and he would contact the Chief Executive of Kingfisher Housing Association to find out why the houses are now being marketed for private sale through Sherdons Estate Agent.   

Adrian Burt asked about the rejection of the redevelopment of Kings Oak and Pointers.  The Chairman replied that the housing mix had been unacceptable, amongst a number of other things that the planners did not like about the proposal, such as its cramped design and the need to fell too many trees.
12.
CHAIRMAN’S CLOSURE OF MEETING
There being no other matters for debate, the Chairman thanked everyone for coming and contributing to the discussions and closed the meeting at 9.20 pm.
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