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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
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(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
LM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LM/BB 
 
 
 
 
LM 
 
 
 
 
 
LM 
 
 
 
LM 
 
 
 
 
LM 
 
 
 
 
 
LM 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
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19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 

(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
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With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
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19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
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(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
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With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
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19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
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(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
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With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
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19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
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(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
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With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
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19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
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(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
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With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
 

 
 
 
 
BB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LM 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

 

 
19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
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(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
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With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
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19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
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(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
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With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
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19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
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(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
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With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
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19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
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(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
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With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
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19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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MINUTES OF SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING HELD IN THE LIDDELL HALL AT 19.30 HOURS ON WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006. 
 
Present 
Brian Archer 
Bruce Batting  (Chairman) 
John Dodd 
Richard Gaiger 
Ivan Gosden   
Sandy Johnston 
Tracy Lander-Sims 
Percy Sims 
Loraine Smith 
 
In attendance 
Lucy Marshall  (Parish Clerk) 
 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
4684   Apologies for absence were received from Ken Clark, Marilyn Tucker and Chris Horton.    
 

ACTION 

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4685   Tracy Lander-Sims declared a personal interest in agenda item 5(e). 
 
3.    APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
4686   Ivan Gosden proposed Bruce Batting to continue as Chairman for a further year, seconded by 
Loraine Smith, agreed.  Bruce Batting signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
4.    APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
4687   Bruce Batting proposed Ivan Gosden as Vice Chairman for a further year, seconded by Sandy 
Johnston, agreed.  It was confirmed that the Vice Chairman does not automatically succeed the 
Chairman when that vacancy occurs.  
 
5.     APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
4688   An updated list of committees had been circulated.  John Dodd agreed to return to the Planning 
Committee, Leisure Facilities Committee and Burial Ground Working Party, proposed Ivan Gosden, 
seconded Richard Gaiger, agreed.  There were no other changes to be made to the document. 
  
6.   TO INSPECT ANY DEEDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL 
4689   The Chairman apologised for not bringing the deeds to the meeting.  It was agreed that these 
would be inspected at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
7.   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 APRIL 2006  
4690   The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the proceedings and were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
8.   TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
4691   The Neighbourhood Watch report for April had been circulated.  Sandy Johnston reported that 
there would be a Community Safety Forum workshop on 25 May but he would be unable to attend. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present and the meeting continued. 
 
9.   TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(a)   Planning Committee 
4692   No report.  The next meeting of the committee will be held tomorrow, 11 May. 
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(b)   Leisure Facilities Committee 
4693   The next meeting of the Leisure Facilities Committee will be held on 23 May, preceded by an 
inspection of the play ground. 
 
(c)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 
4694   The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be held on 23 May. 
 
(d)   Village Green Committee 
4695   The next meeting of the Village Green Committee will be held on 16 May. 
 
The Chairman reported that a resident of Wheelers Court had started improvements to the edge of 
horse pond, as previously discussed, at his own expense. 
 
It was reported that a resident had covered part of a ditch on the Green and is parking there regularly.  
Parking on the Green is discouraged and the Chairman agreed to speak to the resident in the first 
instance, to ask him to use his garage or driveway instead.  
 
(e)  Allotments 
 
4696   Update on situation regarding electrified hen enclosure: 
Ivan Gosden had met with the tenant and had arranged to purchase, personally, the electrified fencing 
from her.  A new wood and wire enclosure would be erected in its place by the tenant and this was 
approved by the Parish Council. 
 
4697   To report plot vacancies: 
Councillors were advised that Mr & Mrs Jesney wished to vacate two half plots.  They had sold their 
hens and enclosures to Mr Way, an exisiting tenant.  Also, Mrs Harrison had vacated her two full 
plots.  Mr Way wished to take on one of the full plots.  However, Councillors felt that the previously 
agreed arrangement of offering allotments firstly to those on the waiting list without plots should be 
adhered to.   
 
4698   To agree date to inspect allotments: 
It was agreed that Councillors should inspect the allotments on Tuesday 13 June, at 7.30pm.  John 
Dodd gave his apologies as he will not be able to attend. 
 
4699   To receive complaint following notice to allotment holders re; pest control: 
As a result of the Parish Council’s letter explaining the rat problem and asking those with hens to take 
extra care with feed and to set poison dispensers, a tenant had written to object to the implication that 
the rats were solely attracted by the hen feed. 
 
An opinion had been sought from a local pest control contractor, who had confirmed that animals and 
their feed do encourage rats and he had expressed surprise that hens were allowed on allotments.  
Councillors maintained that tenants who decide to look after livestock should be responsible in taking 
every care to control vermin.  A reply would be sent to the tenant, and a notice would appear on the 
allotments noticeboard. 
 
It was reported that a tenant had taken on a plot last year, but two heaps had remained on her plot as 
they contained bumble bee and grass snake nests.  Advice from Alison Cross had been to leave the 
heaps during the winter, until after hibernation.  The tenant now wished the heaps to be removed and it 
was agreed that the Clerk would seek a quotation from Barry Bulpitt. 
 
(f)   Play Area 
4700   The annual safety report from the Borough Council had been circulated.  The play area would 
be inspected by the Leisure Facilities Committee on 23 May. 
 
The Scootabout had been broken at the weekend but contractors from the manufacturing company, 
Park Leisure, had repaired it within a day of notification.  
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(g)   Tennis Courts 
4701   The old nets would be moved in due course.   
 
A letter from a tennis coach had been circulated.  He wished to book the courts every Wednesday 
morning during term times, but not during holidays.  This was agreed and he would be asked to 
contribute £5 per hour for the regular booking.  A notice would appear in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
(h)   Schools 
4702   No report. 
 
(i)   Village Hall 
4703   Sandy Johnston reported profits from recent events.  A sound system would soon be installed, 
to link in with existing equipment paid for by NADFAS.  The Management Committee had produced 
a priority list of work to be done at the halls.  
 
10.    TO RECEIVE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT  
4704   The report had been circulated and there were no actions to be taken. 
 
11.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
GREENWAY 
4705   The BDBC Legal Department had written a holding letter, explaining that although part of the 
Scheme of Management, the Commons Register cannot be amended to include the section of 
Greenway.  The Department will request an official copy of the entry on the Commons Register as 
well as office copy entries for properties adjoining the track.  The Parish Council will be advised when 
further information is received. 
  
12.   TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON CENTENARY PAVILION   
4706   It was reported that tenders must be submitted by noon on 19 May and would be opened by the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 
13.   TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF SLCC SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
4707   Councillors had received details of the SLCC conference to be held in Reading on 1 June.  The 
Clerk and Chairman would attend; the afternoon programme included a presentation by Brian Challis 
on the Village of the Year competition. 
 
14.   TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING, BRAMLEY AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
4708    A letter seeking a donation towards the Bramley After School Club Holiday Club had been 
received.  It was agreed that dates of the summer club should be obtained to ensure it does not clash 
with the Sherfield Holiday Club.  Also, a full breakdown of the costs involved in the scheme would be 
sought. 
 
15.   TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN HAMPSHIRE C C PARISH PATH POLL 
4709   Details of the poll had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should indicate an 
interest in taking part in the poll. 
 
16.   TO RECEIVE ODPM “LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A 
DISCUSSION PAPER” 
4710   It was agreed that the document would be circulated for Councillors to comment. 
 
17.   ROADS, TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
4711    To receive update on Parking Survey, Bow Drive 
It was reported that, following a review, Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be a period of consultation with residents 
and the BDBC hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme by the end of July.  Details will be included 
in the Loddon Valley Link. 
 
It was reported that Rocon hope to begin path improvements between Northfield Road and Reading 
Road from Monday 22 May, and expect completion within 10 days.  
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With regard to the matter reported last month of restricted access to a footpath due to dogs being left 
un-tethered, this was being resolved. 
 
4712   Traffic Calming:  The Chairman would be meeting with Keith Chapman, Richard Hague, Peter 
Eade and Barry Ford to discuss improvements to traffic calming in the village, as a result of 
discussions at last night’s Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
4713   Hams Corner:  As the matter had been raised again at last night’s APM, the Chairman read 
aloud the correspondence he had previously had with Shirley Brewer of BDBC regarding renaming 
the section of Wildmoor Lane off Reading Road, her explanation of why it would be difficult to 
change the name and information about her previous consultation with residents. 
 
18.   TO RECEIVE FINANCE REPORT AND TO APPROVE  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005/6 
 
4714   The balances of all accounts at 30 April 2006 are shown in the table below: 

2005/2006 HSBC A/C 
Bank of 
Ireland 
Deposit 

A/C 
Consols Grand 

Total 

Bal B/F from Q4, 2005/6 25,752.16 3,145.82 24.17 28,922.15 
Income Apr   2,611.37 17,027.45 0.00 19,638.82 
Outgoing Apr     30,426.44 0.00 0.00 30,426.44 
Balance C/F     -2,062.91 20,173.27 24.17 18,134.53 

 
It was noted that the sum of £17,000 had in fact been retained until receipt of the Borough Council’s 
precept.  This had been due in April but was not received until beginning of May. 
 
Uncleared Cheques:   

£40.00  Land Registry  
£17,000.00  Transfer  

£743.88  L Marshall  
£126.36  P Cole  

£6,363.82  Bob Berry Fencing  
£1,285.88  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc 
£3,525.00  Freelance Consulting Ltd 

£29,084.94     
 
HSBC Bank Statement at 30 April 2006:  £27,022.03 
 
Approval of Payments:       

£743.87  Clerk salary      
£126.36  Litter Warden      
£237.00  Inland Revenue      
£20.00  Hampshire Playing Fields Association    

£178.00  Bulpitt Brothers, grass cutting and spiking    
£93.74  Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc; additional premium for 2 basketgoals 

 
With regard to insurance, it was confirmed that members between the age of 75 and 85 could have 
personal insurance cover as part of the Parish Council policy, provided a letter from their GP is sent to 
the insurers.  There is no personal accident cover for Councillors over the age of 85.  
 
Second Draft Accounts 
4715   A revised copy of the audited accounts for 2005/6 had been tabled and these were approved by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Proposal to approve audited accounts and payments for the month by John Dodd, seconded Loraine 
Smith, unanimously agreed. 
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19.   TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
4716 

• To inspect deeds in the custody of the Parish Council, in accordance with Standing Orders 
• Report on tenders for Centenary Pavilion  
• Update on Burial Ground 
• Update on Greenway 
• Update on Calor competition 
• Update on traffic calming review 
• Review of pathway behind Village Hall 
• Review of glass recycling in the parish 
• Land behind Wheelers Court 
• To discuss issues relating to Sherfield Park/Taylor’s Farm 

 
Other items to Clerk by Thursday 8 June. 
 
20.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
4717   Wednesday 14 June, 19.30 hours.  Meeting closed 21.25 hours. 
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